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1 TRD r 


T will readily be allowed, that few Trials 
more remarkable than the following 
have ever happened, if we conſider the cha- 
racter and ſituation of the priricipal perſon 
tried, the nature of the crime,—and the 
ingenuity and novelty of the means by 
which * was ee | 


6 


133 An lei of a chtizen, not only in a 
comfortable, but in a wealthy ſituation, 
and who had frequently held reſpectable 
public ſtations in this metropolis, brought 
to trial for a crime of ſo dangerous, and 


atrocious a nature, which only the loweſt 
and moſt abje& could have been ſuppoſed 
to commit, is not to be found in the cri- 
| minal hiſtory of this country.— The crime 
of the daring highwayman 1 is venial, when 
compared with that of the inſidious plun- 
derer, under ſanction of character. 


b 3 The 


4 


| Thes crime of robbery, no o doubt, is but 
55 too frequent; — but it is generally” commit- 

ted either by violence and force, where 
_ perſonal danger is incurred,—or it is diſ- 
cernihle by evident tigen 8 fra ö ent de- 
1 fn an a eup ning. 1 my 5 1 5 


It has, Hon "OT ant a the 
2 preſent day to contrive a method of robbe - 
"IF that ſhould evade all ſuſpicion, and even 
- baffle every poſſibility of detection, unleſs 
by the information of an accomplice. An 
individual unconnected, and poſſeſſed of the 
art, might have remained in ſecurity, with · 
out the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of Wilt, fot LY 


| Jong Pang. 


That people! 8 property ſhould be abſtrae- 
ted, as if by enchantment, and that, too, 
effected by a wealthy perſon, living in the 
boſom of ſociety, enjoying credit and re- 
ec it is belieyed the Annals of Newgate, 
e 


— * . ! 


n $6 7 ; Id i; 


that tk Avi of ang. ene a '2 
aa „„ 


This Trial, and the Wie con- 
coed with it, open a ſcene of the deepeſt Fa 
| guilt and turpitude; and of the moſt aſto- 

nit ing nature that, perhaps, was ever ex5 
hibited to mankind. It fortunately has been 
the means of breaking tbe moſt dangerous 
combination of men that ever leagued to- 
gether againſt ſociety. This truth ſtruck 


the Lord Juſtice Clerk ſo forcibly on the 
tell, that, when be came to > diſcharge u the 


2421 


0 COUNTRY "ole: lik cem for the 
tc verdict they had that diy returned.” 


| Will i I be believed, wage one e bf the un- 
fortunate. perſons, an account of whoſe 
Trial is contained in the following ſheets, 
not many months ago, while the ſecret 
depredations were going on that ſo much 
alarmed this countty, and while freſh a- 


mazement appeared daily i in every counte- 
e 


8 a). 


nance, ie as a a Juryman, to judge of the 
crimes of others, in that very Court where 
he himſelf received ſentence of DEATH NY; 


1 4 1 0 


1 7 dro lere probe, drterior e. 5 
- "What a 7 — SLE awful len does this 55 
l afford to the bulk of mankind, of hu- 
mility, and eireumſpection in conduct 
Where will they meet with a more firiking 
example, that the heart 25 deceitful, and 
deſperately wicked !—or a more powerful 
admonition.to the ſelf examination. of the 
motives of action !—The neglect of early 
education, inattention to the acquirement 
of good principles and habits, and the 
aſſociating with bad companions, often 
lead to o fatal conſequences, even. with many 


1 . whoſe. 
241 FFC. * | 


Sonde ith an 55er Fekruary Jay Me ment 
ſerved as 'a Juryman, in the Court of Juſticiary, 
on the Trial of Allan McFarlane, officer of Exeile;, 8 
and Richard n Er in the 39th. regiment bg, 


158 8 


: foot, HRS 


whoſe fi tuation a and opportunities, if rightly 
improved, might h have led to e 


13 7 


to > honour, and to 5 . 


: 


The firſt ſtep 10 vice prepares the mind 


210 


for further acceſſions of guile. The re- 
ſtraints of conſcience once overcome, give 
leſs reſiſtance in every future breach of mo- 
ral duty; and crime often ſucceeds crime, 
tin che f ſword of Juſtice | falls © on 5 5 guilty 
, eee F ee e 
LOA AN Metin £25 LEG, 987 irc * #57 . 
Or all the vice of ily life, none, 
perhaps, is more faſcinating, or more de- 
ſtructive to ſelf- repoſe, to 777 ang | to 
induſtry, than gen , 
"Fs affluent, Jude wunde bare not been 
talned to ſober thioking, or habiruated to 
uſeful exertion, naturally fly to this vice 
to eſcape the languor of inaction: But the 
temporary amuſement which it affords, by 
exciting hopes and fears in the liſtleſs mind, 


N leads to an incapacity for any 
1 Kh. other 


t ae * 
biker e 07 WO ts th ak 


Sub inge ent diſtreſs 8 00 not unffequenty to | 


: bit deen 7 


N N 


bag: wels alete ke 4. 1 del 


ned to attention and iaduftry, t lis 
vice is of all others. the moſt pernicious,— 


He who builds. his hopes of. wealth « on his 
good fortune at play, will ſeldon plod in 
the road of honeſt induſtry | and duty. 

Why ſhould he toil in buſineſs to obtain 
ſhillings and pence, when he may gain 


TRY in » pleaſurable amuſement 2 N 
eee CAT 


(4 


X * * 
7 ' 11 nl 3 


| 38 hs bis Sadfon. and it is 9 nis 


45 
„ 


ahind: becomes unfitted for bis Nation. 


Vnſucceſsful play plunges him into diſtreſs, 
N —impells him to di ſhoneſty ;—and a mind 


haraſſed with inquietude ſeeks relief in 


means the moſt baſe and diſhonourable, | 


3 3 by * 18 4 Ty 


oF 
. 


. even to many who 40 not carty 
gaming to a diſhonourable length, it is yet 


\ 


extremely hurtful, What was at firſt em- 


braced 


e 


— >. + ROSEN 20 53S 
* 


= 


braced W as a Size, ran: be. 


comes a habit, which unfits 5 
every worthy and manly exerjions/ 5 Life 

is paſſed away in inſigniſieance and frivo-—ꝛ 
jous amuſement; the duties of the ſtation 


auotted by Providence are naglected; and 
the achse e of time is ofen n _ 
for a meds 


* 


Ir 18 1 that 4 1 „Hbich, like ihe | 


| placid ſummer ſea, might have reflected the 
bright ſerenity of Heaven, on the retroſpect 


of ſuch a life, is frequently foundto reſemble 
che ocean, toffed n the dark ſtorms of De- 


FemNefs e ö i 


Such are the effects 2 this ane . | 
5 which is now become too preva- 
Tent among all ranks ;—and ſuch they will 
appear ſtrongly and fatally A e in 
the following narrative. 0 n 


de See all our nobles naming to be faves, 
1 88 al our 89 ONS: to be knaves,” 


- 
. , 
* 
„ 
= 


— 


in vriting, to prevent the oppreſſiv 
which our forms render unavoidable; a faith- 
ful account of every ciroumſtance in this 
ſingular and intereſting Trial is given, from 
very ample notes taken during the whole 


Court of aner i. is" not no taken down 


( length 


proceedings. The full forms are given, 
for the information of thoſe who may 


not bs acquainted with the procedure of | 
| the Criminal Court. b | 


. | 


It hg not WY ſo wa an obj ect with 
the writer of the account of this Trial to 


dwell, at great length, on the conteſts of 
the learned Counſel on points of law, (al- 
though he hopes he has given. theſe ſuffi- 


ciently full), as to give the train of facts, 


and the evidence, with perſpicuity, and 
with that candour which becomes a Jury- 


man intent on the import of the evidence 
on his own mind. 


{1 
4-1 
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- The Trial cotumenced NENT Fg at Nine 
o'clockiin'+ the morning of Wedneſday the 
27th-of Auguſt, and. the Jury were not in- 
cloſed. till near Six in the morning of the 
day following . The fatigue of the Tiial, 

and the ſhort time that was taken to draw 
up this account, (being publiſhed on the 
ſeventh day from the riſing of the Court,) 


was. pleaded. as an apology. for any trivial 
inaccuracies or omiſſions in the former edi- 


. | 536 
r : 7% " ' . * 
uon. ; pee ret 
K . # # + * OE S 


> $f 44.44 441929 
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A 3 lik having —.— ſo ſoon 
demanded „ the utmoſt attention poſſible has 
been given to reviſing and correcting the 


whole, and ſeveral curious circumſtances 
have been added. 


The patagraphi deny omitted having 
no immediate relation to the Trial, were 
not led in evidence before the jury, from 
the indulgerice of the Lord Advocate to the 
priſoner Brodie and his friends. On the 
conviction for a ſingle act of robbery, 

— hope 
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Kopes of pardon, er an- alteration of the 


ſentence were entertained. But the un- 


happy criminals beit > now no more, it has 
been thought proper to give the declarations 


of Smith at full length. Where carrocity 
is flagrant, it no doubt ought to be expoſed 
for the benefit of ſociety; and the public 
have a right to be ſatisfied with regard to 
crimes againſt themſel 48. Every circum- 
ſtance in the parts formerly omitted were 
circulated, but often imperfectly told and 
exaggerated; and many ſtories have even 
been printed concerning the unfortunate 
men, which had 'no foundation 1 in truth, 
What only has been properly authenticated 
is here given. oo 


oof . IT 


The paper, ed in the Indictment, 
State of my Affairs, &c. although laid 
on the table for the inſpection of the Jury, 
yet, being of a private nature, and not ne- 
ceſſarily connected with the crime charged, 
the Jury had too much delicacy to look 1 in- 
to; and it 1s hoped the ſame motive will be 


a | 


Af 


3 f 5 of Rix 1) 
a ſufficient apology. 32 not r e it before 
che Ph ublic. _ 211 D008 8:11 2 FILM Deals | ; 


Where reſpectable names are e mentioned 5 
in the declarations or letters, it is not to be 
doubted that every liberal mind will ap- 
prove of their being left blank, although it 
is furely no diſgrace: to the beſt of men, 
that ſome in their line of relationſhip ſhould 
have wandered wide from the paths of ree- 9 
titude and virtue. Eſteem is founded on 
perſonal qualities alone and virtue is not 


her editary d . 


In the courſe of the account of this Trial, 
notes are added in ſome places at the bot- 
tom of the pages, to elucidate and connect 
the evidence. Some hiſtorical circumſtances 
and anecdotes are alſo given, illuſtrative of 
character, or which were deemed ſingularly 
curious * An n is alſo given, 


. Brodie told Mr Williamſon that he had miſtaken 
him in ſome particulars in the ſtory related in the note 


page 68, reſpecting the man who * made a forgery 
on the Bank ve Scotland. 
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containing much curious informat 
nected with the Trial, and the perſons tied, 
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Jo this edition, portraits of Brodib and 


Smith are given, by Kay, from memory, and 
by thoſe who knew them beſt, reckoned 
moſt exact likeneſſes. Although not highly 
finiſhed in point of engraving; they ate a 


wonderful proof of the foros of -untutored 


* C ns 
genius N 8 4% = $ + * * 4 3x „ 9 S-08 * we  - 


ee, e e eee: 


* Hiebe Kay forced himſelf on the attention of the 
public in Edinburgh, by the efforts of his genius; 
which, although at firſt rude, ſhowed that if his talents 
had been cultivated, he might have riſen to excellence 
His hiſtory is curious and warth recording. He was 

born at a ſmall houſe on the banks of the South Eſx, about 
a quarter of a mile from Dalkieth. The bouſe- is there 
known by the name of Gibraltar. His father was a 
journeyman maſon, who died when his fon was ſeven 
years old. His mother, 1n indigent circumſtances, had 
it not in her power to give him education, and at the 
age of 13 put him apprentice to George Heriot barber 


in the ** of Dalkieth. 
ry „ /When 


« = ). 


when a very ae . 


[his genius by drawing figures with piecescof bunt Kick. 


That dawning of genius, ubhappily for him however, was 


W not marked by any kind patron z and in his: lot he en- 
jjoyed no: means of cultivating his talents. The ſhaving 
of beards, andthe dreſſing of country wigs for Sunday he 
did not much reliſh, and left his apprenticeſhip: ', His 


mother beat him, and ſent him back to his maſter, with - 


whom he ſerved out his fix years. He had then no» 
thing to depend upon but his diligence in his profeſſion. 
In the courſe of his vocation he fell in with the late Mr 
Niſbet of Dirleton, who took a liking to him from ha- 
ving diſcovered his talents, and kept him much about 
him, which, although flattering, yet loſt him his other 
cuſtomers. 


In this ſituation he had ſome leiſure time, and the 
bent of his genius again ſhowed itſelf. 


&« NMaturam expelles furca, tamen uſque recurret.” 


He drew ſeveral ſingle figures and groupes, which at- 


trated much attention, all of them having been done 
from tranſient obſervation, The likeneſſes he ſtruck 
upon many occaſions, and often from a ſingle glance, 
aſtoniſhed the public. Without a leſſon in drawing, 
etching, or engraving, he has, ſince Mr Niſbet's death 


à few years ſince, taught himſelf all theſe arts. The 


Wwe 7 L ſale 


= — 


».. 


| 1 Gale of his etchings, which are now above a hundred, 
enable him to proſecute his favourite propenſity ; and 
| be bas lately begun to miniature painting, in which, 

© . with ſtudy, he muſt excel, for the likeneſſes he makes, 
f 5 from a ſingle view, or from memory, are altogether 
He is now a man above 40 with a wiſe 
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WILLIAM BRODIE, 


AND „ 
GEORGE SMITH. 


Read this, and tremble 1 ye who *ſeape the Laaur. Pore. 


H E Priſoners, WILLIAM BRODIE, 

and GEORGE SMITH, were brought 
from the Priſon into Court before Nine 
O'Clock in the morning of Auguſt 27. 
1788. They were conveyed, upon their 
requeſt, in chairs, but each having a cen- 


tine] of the City Guard c on the right and 
A left, 


— we + 4 20 9 
"I . 


Fg 


3 
left, with naked bayonets, and a fergeant's 
guard behind, with muſkets and fixed: 

bayonets. A party of the 7th regiment lined 
the way to Court, to keep off the croud. 
Mr Brodie was clean, and well dreſſed in a 

| new dark blue coat, and a faſhionable 

3 wWaueiſtceat, black ſattin breeches, and white 

| | filk ſtockings, and his hair full dreſſed. 

Smith was meanly dreffed. The demeanour 
of the firſt was eaſy and confident ; ;—that | 
of the latter timid and dejected. 


The Judges, in their juſticiary robes, 
preceded by a Macer bearing the juſticiary 
mace, ſoon after took their places on the 
bench, in the following order,—viz. 


Lon JosTict CLerk, - — 
'Lord HAlLESs, LorD STONEFTELD, 
Lord Esxcrovse, Lord SWINTON. 


* 


Silence being 3 ws e Clerk of 
Court ordered a Macer to call lay Camp- 


427 
2 


1 


0 8) 
bell, Eſq; his Majeſty s Advocate, * his 


Majeſty's intereſt, againſt William Brodie, 
ſome. time wright and cabinet-maker in 
Edinburgh, and George Smith, ſome time 


grocer there ;—which being done with the 


uſual forms and ſolemnities, the Lord 


Juſtice Clerk deſired the Priſoners to at- 


tend to my Indictment then to be read. 


; Mr | Norris, Depute Clerk of Court. 


then read aloud the IndiQzment, as follows: 


«WILLIAM BRODIE, ſome time 


wright and cabinet-maker in Edinburgh, 
and GEORGE SMITH, ſome time 
grocer there, both priſoners in the tolbooth 


of Edinburgh, You are indicted and accuſed 
at the inſtance of ILay CaurBELL, Eſq; 
his Majeſty's Advocate, for his Majeſty's 


intereſt: THAT ALBEIT, by the-laws of 


this, and of every other well governed 
realm, THEFT, more eſpecially when at- 


tended with houſe-breaking, and when 


committed by breaking into a houſe uſed 
Br inn ty DS Pr 
GG 5 
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or rb as an Eaelle Office, or. other: public” | 
office, under cloud of night, and from 
| thence abſtracting and ſtealing money, is a 
erime of an heinous nature, and ſeverely 
puniſhable : + EET” TRUE IT I8, AND 
OE VERITY, That Tou, the fad Wil 
Ham Brodie, and George Smith, are both, 
and each, or one or other of You, guilty 
actors, or art and part, of the ſaid crime, 
aggravated as aforeſaid: IN SO FAR A8, 
upon the night of the 5th day of March 
laſt, in this preſent year of our Lord 1788, 
or upon one or other of the days or 
nights of that month, or of February im- 
mediately preceding, or of April jimmedi- 
ately following, You, the ſaid William 
Brodie, 'and George Smith, did, 'by means 
of falſe keys, or other inſtruments, -wick- 
edly and feloniouſly break into the ® houſe 
in which the ee W Office for 
Fn ID TIR43 Scot- 


my 


0 This, and the other parts of the mdgbent 
printed in Italics, were the ſubject of objection by the 
Counſel for the priſoner, William Brodie, 
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= Scotland was then kebpe; ! in Cheſtelt⸗ 8 build.” 
W 5ngs; on the ſouth fide of the HighIſtreet of 


Canongate of Edinburgh, within the royalty 


county of Edinburgh, and did thence felo- 
niouſly abſtract and ſteal money, to the a- 


mount of ſixteen pounds Sterling, or there- 


by, conſiſting partly of Bank- notes, and 
partly of ſilver and halfpence. And You, 
the ſaid George Smith, having been after- 
= wards apprehended, and brought before 
Archibald Cockburn, Eſq; ſheriff-· depute of 
the county of Edinburgh, did, in his pre- 
ſence, emit three ſeveral declarations; the 
firſt of date the 8th day of March, the ſe- 
cond of date the 10th day of March, and 
the third of date the 19th day of March, 
all in this preſent year of our Lord 1788: 
B And having afterwards been brought before 
John Stewart, Eſq; ſheriff-ſubſtitute of the 
ſaid county, You did, in his preſence, e- 
mit a fourth declaration, of date the 15th 
day of - July, likewiſe in this preſent; year 
ach "The: firſt of which declarations was 
5978 ſigned 


or liberties of the city of Edinburgh, and _ 
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bald Cockburn, Eſq; emit a declaration, 
© which was ſigned by You, the ſaid William 


1 
ſigned by the ſaid Archibald Cockburn, the 


ſecond and third by You, the ſaid George 


Smith, and the ſaid Archibald Cockburn, 


and the fourth by Lou, the ſaid George 
Smith, and the ſaid John Stewart. AND 


FURTHER, You, the ſaid William Bro- 
die, having, in the month of March laſt, 


| when the ſaid George Smith, was commit- 
ted to priſon, left Edinburgh, and fled from i 


this country ; and having afterwards been 
brought back, and taken into cuſtody, did, 


upon the 17th day of July, in this preſent i 


year 1788, in preſence of the faid Archi- 


Brodie, and the ſaid Archibald Cockburn; 


the whole of Which declarations, together 
with a letter written by You the ſaid Wil- 


liam Brodie, and ſigned John Dixon, dated 
at Fluſhing, Tueſday, 8th April 1788, twelve 
o'clock forenoon, and addreſſed to Mr 
Matthew Sheriff upholſterer, Edinburgh ; 
another letter, or two letters, on one ſheet 


of paper, written by You the ſaid William | f 


Brodie, 


* 


(3) 
W Brodic, and ſigned with your initials, dated 
W Thurſday, 1oth April 1788, and addreſſed | 
to Mr Michael Henderſon Graſs- market 
MY ftabler Edinburgh; an unſigned ſeroll, or 

W copy of a letter, in the hand-writing of 
= You the faid William Brodie, marked No. 
x. without date or addreſs ; another unſign- 
ed ſcroll, or copy of a letter, in the hand- 
writing of You, the ſaid William Brodie, 
marked No. 2. without date or addreſs ; - 
an account, or ſtate, in the hand writing 
W of You, the ſaid William Brodie, entitled, 
A tate of my affairs, as near as I can 
WW © make out at preſent from memory, hav- 
ing no other aſſiſtance; a letter, dated 
London, iſt May 1788, ſigned Lee, Stra- 
3 | chan, and Co. and addreſfed to Mefl. Eml. 
W Walker and Co. merchants, Philadelphia; 
a gold watch, with a chain, ſeal, and key ; 
Wa chef, or trunk, containing various arti- 
cles; a five pound bank-note, an iron coul- 
W ter of a plough, two iron wedges, an iron 
crow, a pair of curling irons, or toupee 
tongs, a ſpur, a dark Janthorn, a pair of 
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| piſtols, - ſeveral falſe keys and 5 pick-locl 
and two ſpring-ſaws, are all, to be uſed 


in evidence againſt Lou the ſaid William 
Brodie and George Smith; and, for that 
purpoſe, will be lodged i in the hands of the 
clerk of the High Court of Juſticiary, 
before. which You are to be. tried, in order 
that You may have an opportunity. of ſee- 
ing the ſame: AT LEAST, time and place 
foreſaid, the faid. houſe in which. the Ge- 

neral Exciſe Office for Scotland was then 
kept as aforeſaid, was feloniouſly broke 


and entered into, and a ſum of money fe- 


loniouſly and \thefiuoully | taken and ſtolen 
therefrom. as aforeſaid ; and Lou the faid 


William Brodie, and George Smith, above 


complained upon, are both, and each, or 
one or other of Lou, guilty thereof, actor 
or actors, or art and part. ALL WHICH, 
or part thereof, being found proven by the 
verdict of an aſſize, before the Lord Juſtice 
General, Lord Juſtice Clerk, and Lords 
Commiſſioners of Juſticiary, You, the ſaid 
WilamBrodic,and Goorget Smith, OUGHT 


to 


o 


. « 5 dy 
| os bb-pitniſhod: with th" Paine of law, to 
deter others from A e the Mes erimes 
in all time coming.” N Cw 


hy „ 1 oj . 


Gre ILY CAMPBELL, 


02 - The! J 1 | AY read, the Lord 
1 Clerk then addreſſed the PEI: 
COOLS . 95 


William Brodie,” Xu have hes the 
Indictment raiſed againſt you by his Maje= 
ſty's Advocate — Are you Guilty of the 
crime there charged, or not Guilty ?—The 
$ priſoner, William Brodie, ſtanding up, an- 
1 rend ey Lord, 1 am not roma. T 


o 2 


GU 8 You have heard the Iu⸗ . 
dicment raiſed againſt you by his Majeſty's 
Advocate—Are you Guilty of the crime 
there charged, or Not Guilty ?—Tbe pri- 

= ſoner, George Smith, alſo ſtanding up, ans 
= feng 1 Guilty, my Lord. 23 
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\+The Lord Julie Clerk: then aſked.the 


Counſel for the Priſoner, if they. had: any 
objection why the ſaid Indicment ſhould 


not be remitted to the knowledge « of an af- 
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Ar Charles Hay, for. Wiltiam k Baie, 
my that he would not conſume the time of 
the Court in diſputing upon the relevancy 
of the 3 but craved a proof of 
all facts and eircumſtances tending to ex- 
culpate or alleviate ; and W eve reft the 
b 25 ihe iſſue, ; 


N. r Suliditer Dundas, Counſel for he | 
proſecutor, here defired to know the nature 
and tendency of the exculpatory＋ evidence 
propoſed to be adduced, in order that, in 
the courſe of leading the proof upen the 
part of the proſecutor, N wight be pro: 
8285 to meet it. . 


4 % 
» #6, 1 


The Gavin RT ee their Ipiadot ü 
this was but a fair requeſt, and conſiſtent 


with practice. 8 4 e 
The 


* 


The Honourable Henry Erſtine, Dean of 
1 5 abotker of the Countel Tor Mr 
Brodie, upon this ſtated, that they meant 
to prove an ahb at the time the robbery 
libelled was ue to have been committed. 


Wunde for Smith, 
_ MRber ö on a 10 Bile denial of the 


charg 120 no n proof to 
offer. % 
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The Lords then öönü hel che uſual 
interlocutor, finding the Indictment re- 
« levant to infer the pains of law; and re- 
„ mitted the ſame to the Enowithge of an 
te aflize; and allowed I the exculpatory 1 proof 
ys craved. Wok 


4 a | 
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The Clerk of Court then gave to the | 
Lord Juſtice Clerk the following. lift of | 


Forty-five Jurymen, duly ſummoned to at- 
tend this Trial. | 
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4 Andrew — banker in Edinburekk 95 
: Alexander Houſton banker here 

| Robert. Forreſter banker there 1892 
Robert Allan banker there, «. 0 . 1 
5 Henry Jamieſon banker there . in i b>ftar 


John Hay banker there ire og 
William Creech bookſeller there aro 


James Carfrae merchant there | 
William Gilleſpie, merchant, there 

10 William Simpſon banker there wel 
George Kinnear banker n 1 vel 
ae Black merchant there 
Francis Blair merchant has 0 a * 
Elphingſton Balfour bookſeller. there 

Z 5 Peter Forreſter merchant there 
John Thomſon me ee oye "there 
Thomas Elder merchant there 
Edward Innes confectioner — 
John Balfour merchant there 2 

20 William Fettes merchant there 5 
John Milne founder there 5 
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Dunbar 
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5 45 Alexander Weir painter there 


1 


John Balfour papermaker there 


2441 Dunkin Risse tanner in E 
Peter Röbefriſon goldſmith̃ heed: 401 Io? 


Thomas Campbell eee il 


2 50 - William Turnbull merehant' th 
Alexander Brown merchant wende 57717 
Charles Cowan mercliant there vn f 
David Paterſon inſurance- broker chere 

Francis Sharp merchant there g 


39 James Dopaldſon printer there 


John Hutton ſtationer there 


5 Robert 'Young upholſterer there Hg 3? 
John Learmonth, junior, tanner there 


3 35 Thomas Cleghorn coachmaker there 


Thomas Hutcheſon merchant there 
James Craig corn-merchant there 
Alexander Bruce merchant there 
Benjamin Tule baker there 

40 William Smellie printer there 

Orlando Hart ſhoemaker there 
James Ranken merchant there 
William Young baker there bd 
William Brown grocer there 5 


* 


1 
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ont of hea above ales Jurymeti the 
following Fifteen. were called upon; and 
the Priſoners being aſked, If they had any 
objections hy they ſhould not paſs upon 
this aſſize? and no objections being made, 
they were ſworn in by the e bath. 
five at a time. 1 TT” . | 


0 "A's * E. 


wh You ſwyear by Almighty God, Fo as i 
90 you ſhall anſwer to God at the Great | 
* Day of Judgment, that you will truth : 


© ſay, and no truth conceal; ſo far as e 
are to paſs 5 8 this Aſſize.” 


1. Robert rene, dee, 8 
2. Robert Allan banker TRE 
3. Henry Jamieſon banker 
John Hay banker | 
William Creech bookſeller 
5. James Carfrae merchant 
; George Kinnear banker 
8. William Fettes merchant 
9; Jobs 


4) 


de John Milne founder 11 * of 
= o. Dunbar Pringle tanner / 
= - 1 21. Thomas Campbell merchant | 
* E 12. Francis Sharp merchant 
13. James Donaldfon printer : 
14. John Hutton ſtationer 
1 . Thomas > coachmaker 


Is r 4 to be ad- 
= - duced in the Trial for the Proſecutor. 


8 1. John Brown, alias Humphry Moore, 
ſome time reſiding i in Edinburgh, pre- 
ſent priſoner in the tolbooth of Ca- 
g nongate of Edinburgh. 

5 2. Andrew Ainſlie, ſome time ſhoemaker, 
Preſent priſoner in thg tolbooth of _ 
, nongate of Edinburgh. 

a 3. Mary Hubbart, or Hubburt *, toute © of 
: the ſaid * Smith, | 
44: Graham 


C The mirapeling of this name was made the "ſabe 
| je&t of objection to the admiſſion of her evidence. 
See Witneſs 18. in the Trial. 


4 


4 Graham campbell, ſome time ſervant 
do the ſaid George Smith. 
5. 83 Thomſon meme Ex- 
FR .ciſe in Edinburgh. 5 
76. Peter M*F arlane, clerk i in Ve fie of 
the caſhier of Exciſe there. 1 
7. Adam Pearſon aſſiſtant ſecretary of 
Exciſe in Edinburgh, 
*8. Janet Baxter, ſervant to the ſaid Adam 
F.. Pearſon. 75 "4" 00 TT 22 " I 
| 96 William M*Kay porter in "the canon. 
gate of Edinburgh, _ | 
10. John Duncan door keeper to the Ex- 
8 ceiſe Office, Edinburgh. 1 0 
1. Laurence Dundas — of the 
ſaid Exciſe G 3 5 wort 
12, Margaret Black, late ſervant to a ſaid: 
Laurence Dundas. 
Margaret Bain, late ſervant to the fad 
Laurence Dundas. 2 
Jon Bonar tan of. Ex- 
ciſe, Edinburgh, - 
Robert Smith, wright in nb, : 
late foreman to the ſaid William Bro- 1 © 
En e 
16. Iſobel 


Te). 


13 16. Lodel Gilmour, ſpouſe of John Gil. 
| mour rope-: maker in Weſt, Bow, 
= - Edinburgh. 
| 17. "Daniel M'Lean, waiter to William 
= Dryſdale. innkeeper i in me New Town 

1 Edin burn. 

I 18. Patrick Taylor ſmith! in Edinburgh. 
19. Charles M Leod apprentice to the ſaid 
” Patrick Taylor. 
20. Jacobina Pearſon, ſpouſe of Hugh Mac- 
pherſon ſhoemaker in Duddingſton, 
near Edinburgh. 
21, John Kinnear, ſervant t to the Earl of 

Abercorn, at Duddingſton. af 

22. Nobert Tait, fervant to che Earl of - 
Abercorn there. 8 
23. Lobel Wilſon, ſpouſe. of Adam 5. 

bertſon wright in Duddingſton. * 
24. John Clerk, book- -keeper to William 

+ Dryſdale innkeeper in the New Town 
; of Edinburgh, | 
= 2 55 David Robertſon merchant in a Edin- 


% 


burgh. 5 
; 0 26 john 


[TER 
abr Geddes WWbaccohift in n 
deer, and county of Edinburgh. 
27. - Margaret Tweddle, alias Geddes, ſpouſe 
to the ſaid John Geddes. 1 
28. James Laing writer in Edinburgh. 
29. John M'Leiſh, clerk to Mr Hugh Bu- 
chan city-chamberlain of Edinburgh. 
40. George Williamſon meſſenger at arms 
1 Edinburgh. SETS 
31. William Middleton indweller i in Edin- 
" burgh. wo 
2. James, 2 went oheer in Ran- 
„ -2- 
33. Alexander Williamſon merit ofcer 
r | 
34+ James Fraſer Wengen chere · | 
35. Archibald Cockburn, Eſq; ſheriff-de- 
pute of the county of Edinburgh. 
36. John Stewart eee of the 
INT. 
37. William Scot procurator-fiſcal of the 
county of Edinburgh. | 255 
38. William Auguſtus Wichart, clerk to 
NY *the ſaid William Scot. 


39. Jofeph 


39. Joſeph | Mack writer in the . 
| _ clerk's office, Edinburgh. 
40. Alexander Fraſer , grocer and nw 
keeper in the New Town, Edin; 
burgh. 

41. Laurence Blair, ſervant t to- Mr Charles | 
Hope, advocate. , | 
42. Thomas Longlands ſolicitor at un in 

London. 


(Signed) aan 


The Jury dat impanelled, and furniſh- 
ed with pen, ink, and paper, and copies of 
the Indictment being laid before them, the 
Court ordered the Counſe! to proceed to the 
evidence. But, before we give an account 

of the evidence, we ſhall here mention the 
Counſel for the Proſecutor and for ves Pri- 
ſoners. | 


Counſel for the Proſecutor. 
Tay Campbell, Eſq; Lord Advocate, 


Robert Dundas, Eſq; Solicitor General, 
William 


James Wolfe e ſs 8 1 
Mr Robert Dundas Clerk to che b 1 
Agent. * L 1 1 „ pcs 495 { 

He ; PF: 6 T i 10 { 


cu = the aw! Witliam Brads 
The Honourable” en Erſkine, be 
of Faculty, e e 11 FA 
Alexander Wight, TY e 
**Charles'Hay, Ef q 4 
| Agents,—Mr Rover Donaldſon Write 
to the Signet, Ak 
Mr Alexander Paterſon Writer in ii: 
burgh, : | 


2 pany} 


hk,BÞ rf my 


. Counſel 5 George Smith, . 

% Me; es oe” 
Robert Hamilton, Eſq; NI r tn, 
Mr Eneas Morriſon, Agent. 


Before the ee was led, 22 Wi right 
1 of Mr Brodie's counſel, roſe and ob- 
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ol jected to 1 faulty; iti be- 
ing fo extremely vague; many of the articles 
delled on being only generally named; and 
ſo imperfectly deſcribed, that it was impoſ#. 
ble to identify them. He mentioned, in 
particular, that a gold watch, with a cha, 
ſeal, and key, was libelled on; but neither the 
W maker's name, nor number of the watch, 
nor the figure on the ſeal, were ſpecified; 
ſo as that it could be diſtinguiſhed from 
any other gold watch with à chain, ſeal; 
and key. As another inſtance of this imper- 
W fect deſcription, the libel mentioned a cheſt 
or trunk, containing various articles. There 
was no particular deſeription of the cheſt or 
trunk, or of any of the articles it contained. 
It was not ſaid, that it was a hair trunk, 
or (the ſize or ſhape of it, or any other 


mark condeſcended upon, whereby it could 


W be diſtinguiſhed, That the Proſecutors 
W themſelves were: ſo much miſled by this 
want of deſcription, that they had ſent the 
trunk referred to, or meant to be referred 
to, in the libel, to the priſon to Mr Brodie, 

| and 


* 


| and had, lodged a wrong trunk wich the 
Clerks of Court; and that they did not dif 
cover this miſtake till yeſterday morning, 

when they applied for a warrant to get back 
the tight trunk from Mr Brodie; 3-10 conſe- 
quence of which, it was recovered. 


That, although he had thrown out this 
general objection, he did not mean to'plead 
it to the effect of ſetting aſide the libel al- 
together; yet, when the Proſecutor, at- 
tempted to apply his evidence to theſe ar- 
ticles, he reſerved to himſelf the liberty of 
— ſpecial objections to each W as 

it ſhould be referred to. 8 

The 395 a n That theſe 
articles were only to be founded F. ey as 
circumſtances of evidence; and, in that 
view, it was not neceſſary to deſcribe them 
more particularly than they were in this 
libel: That, if every nail of a trunk, or 
every trinket of a watch, or other articles, 


which it t might be neceſſary to found upon 
| „ 


8 


it via r this kind, were to be ſo par- 

cularly deſeribed as Mr Wight had con- 
tended for, it would ſwell indictments to a 
very inconvenient and unneceſſary length: 


| regard to the trunk, but it was diſcovered 
and reQified in proper time: That Mr Bro- 
die could not lay that he ſuffered in any 


ſooner, as it was all the time i in his own 
poſſeſſion ; 3 | and, with regard' to the watch, 
all the uſe he meant to make of it, was to 
; identify ſome letters from Mr Brodie, 
| which were ſealed with che ſeal appended 


to it. . 


* * Y 2 f * N N x » A * 
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S The Dean of Faculty replied, That the 
1 objection was of the deepeſt importance in 
point of law. The records of the Court 
1 afforded no inſtance of an Indictment ſo 
vague as the preſent: : That many articles 
were produced not mentioned i in the libel 
W at all: That the very purpoſe of mention- 
= ing, and condeſcending upon che articles to 
5. 


That, indeed, Fl miſtake had happened with 


f 


5 . PETE 


| ſhape by the trunk” not being produced | 


423: 


be uſed in evidence, was: 10 identify thels 

| articles ; and, without fuch a, deſcription. 25 
5 could identify them, the intention erer the 
law was eluded ; priſoners, could 1 not come 


11 LS ; 


prepared, as they could not t foreſee the 1 "uſo 
that was to be made of mem bi and articles 
might be changed after the priſoners had 
ſeen them, and ſatisfied themſelves that they 
could eftabliſh nothing againſt hem; 3 That, 
if the looſe manner in which, this Indict- 
ment was laid, received the countenance of 
the Court, it might lead to a, variety of 
| conſequences inconſiſtent with the ſecurity 
of individuals : : That, if the corpus delifti 
was not particularly deſcribed, ſo as to pre- 
vent the poſſibility of doubt with regard to 
the identity of it, the deareſt rights. of man- 
kind might be endangered, and at the : mer- 


cy of corrupt men; ; and no one could fa ay. 
how fatal the conſequences might. be. De 


* —— 


"The Lord jo = admitted the OY 


w# 3 4 


of what the Dean of Faculty had ſtated, if 


ſuch at an  obje&tion as the preſent was made 
7 97 1 55 


—— 
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. 7 
to the deſcription of: the corpus deft. 7 
That, if the priſoners were charged with | 
having ſtolen the watch, or trunk, men- 
tioned in the Indictment, the deſcription 
there given of them -would, not be ſuffi- 
cient; 3 but, as they were not the corpus do- 
licti, and only referred to as circumſtances 
of evidence, he contended, that the deſcrip- N 2 
tion was ſufficient ; but, rather than detain -" ll 
the Court longer with an objection of this 

kind, he would give up the trunk altoge- 

ther, as he did not ſuppoſe that he would 

ftand i in need of i it ; he, however, ſubmit- 


ted, the matter to 4. Court. 0 8 


3. . 


1 


The 97 * Clerk then did Your 
Lordſhips have heard the objection and an- 
ſwers on this point, What i is ee 


"Lord . . his opinion, That x 
he ſaw a very neceſſary and proper diſtinc- 
tion between the deſcription of the corpus de- * 
licti, and of an article that was only referred 
to as a > circumſtance of evidence ; That ſome 
ee articles 


5 
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ö articles in this Indictment were more Tus 
* ſtated than he had ever ſeen; particu- 
larly when it mentioned a trunk containing 


various articles: That, if theſe various ar- 
ticles were to be uſed in evidence againſt 


the priſoners, he thought che objection to 

the deſcription of them a good one; but, 
if it was only the trunk itſelf that was 
meant to be founded upon, he thought =o 

| deſcription of it ſufficient. . 


0 


e = worm faid, He thought that it 


would be hard to deny the proſecutor the 
benefit of the evidence of theſe articles; 
it might be as well faid by a priſoner, that 
the libel ſhould condeſcend'upon what eve- 
ry witneſs to be adduced againſt him was to 


fay : That no deciſion of the Court, ſu- 


ſtaining fach an objection as the preſent, 
| Had been produced, although the books of 
| adjournal had been referred to; and he 


was perſuaded, if carefully examined, they 
would afford many inſtances to the con- 


* That he chought the deſcription of 


them 


927 


them ſufficiently. accurate: That no more 
was neceſſary, upon the part of the proſe - 
cutor, than ſuch a deſcription as was here 
given, when n the articles were referred to 
only as circumſtances of evidence, not as 
the corpus delicti; and, therefore, was for 
| ts abe ee tens weigacl. 


1 Stonefeld ks gk Swinton were 
of the: e inian. e Log 


The Lord Juice Clerk bet 950 the 
en en of importance, and would be 
a good one, if it referred to the corpus de- 
licti; but not in the preſent caſe: That 
the production of articles of evidence libel- 
led on previous to trial, had been intro- 
duced by practice, not by any poſitive law, 
and proceeded from proper motives of can- 
dour and lenity upon the part of the pro- 
ſecutor: That he ſaw no poſſible injury 
that the priſoners could ſuffer for want of 


a more partigylar deſcription of ſome of the 
articles 


a) 


- articles libelled.on'; ; and 
the objeftion. 83 8 


The Court hide Valeo; pronovr 
an interlocutor repelling the objection.— 
| But, before recording the ſame, the Dean 
of Faculty craved that he might be allowed 
to give in a minute, ſtating his objection i in 
writing,” that it might appear. upon the re- 
cord; and likewiſe begged that it might be 
| underſtood, both by the Court and the 
Counſel for the proſecution, that the ob- 
jection ſhould be held as repeated, when- 
ever the articles, the deſcription of Which 
were objected againſt, ſhould be referred to IJ 
as evidence, which would ſave an unneceſ- 
ſary repetition of it; which requeſt the 
Court thought chte ad: ia ac⸗ 
cordingly. 047 eee | 


The Court then proceeded to the evi- 
dence; The firſt witneſs called upon was 
William 


Miliam Scot; al for the dun- | 
9 bash. eh THI 
can Dt 44950 ere 
92 To Ae ripe we Gat Hark give ha | 
form of the bath which is adminiſtered to 
every witneſs" examiried' "before, this high 


Court,” kad Joris) od tas fr 
oe nig CC 
** | Aud tneſs/be 

e ing brought to the foot of 


the Clerk's table, the Court aſks the priſon- 
ers, or their Counſel, if they have any ob- 
jection to the witneſs. The Lord Juſtice 
Clerk, or the other Judges in rotation, aſk 
the witneſs's name. The witneſs is then 
defired to hold up his (or her) EBT hand, 
_ repeat the rau A bach: 8 
% 654 07 As ban iin ai in 
4 ſwear by Almighty Gba, and ab : 
4% ſhall anſwer to God at the Great Day of 
* Judgment, 1 will tell the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, as far 
"as 1 know, and it ſhall be aſked 1 me. 


8 % 8 
— 1 


— 


r 
2 


- 


4 
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The witneſs NIP "a m the right 


hand. The Judge aſks the. witneſs if, he | 
(or ſhe) has been inſtructed what to ſay ; 


or if any person has promiſed a reward or 
good deed for being a witneſs. The. Judge 

then deſires the witneſs to look at the pri- 
ſoner, and aſks if he (or the) has any may 

lice or ill-will at the priſoner, | All which 


interrogations. being auſwered in the nega- | 
tive, the Cou Counſel, : for the proſecutor pray [ 
i a aſk their motions, 89 Sod, 

Raf brodd a0 To an od) 0} it 13 | 

Wl: E 88. L 18} to _ 
"ons; dil omen 27 

mer Scot, - Proguratorsfiſcal, being 4 
ſhown the four declarations of Smith, as 4 
deſcribed in the libel, and alſo the declara- c 
tion of Brodie—he identified. the fame: 0: 
That they were all emitted in his preſence c 
freely and voluntarily, and that no com- t 
pulſion or undue means Was uſed to induce 8 
the priſoners to fi ign theſe declarations; |; tl 
That every thing declared before the She- k 
Tiff was taken down in writing: That, on m 


the 


an 
the roth of March laſt, he, m Pri 


fiſcal, n 
for a warrant to apprehend Brodie : That 


ſearch was accordingly made for him; but 


he was not to be found: That, in the 


courſe of that ſearch, he learned that Mr 


Brodie was abſconded ; and that he was 


gone for London: That the priſoner, | 
Smith, was apprehended on Saturday the 


8th of March, and was in priſon at the 
time the fearch was made for Brodie. 


WLTNESS II. 


Foſeph Mack, writer in the Sheriff-clerk's 
Office, being ſworn and examined as above, 
concurred with the preceding witneſs in 
omnibus ; with this addition, that theſe de- 
clarations are all in his hand- writing; and 
that he wrote them to the diction of the 
Sheriff. Being aſked by the Counſel for 
the priſoners, If all that Smith ſaid was ta- 
ken down ? anſwered, That every thing 
material was: That, with regard to the 

| robbery 


an application to the Sheriff 


5 os 1 WEE, 59 WA wy 605 tc 
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| rb he L4G: 3 1 oh A 31,319. b 

1 * e Eſq; Solicitor at Law, = 4 

1 en That, i in the month, of June laſt, ic 
| he was employed by the Officers for the u 
crown for Scotland to inſtitute a ſearch for u 

Mr Brodie ; in conſequence of which, he ſe 
applied to the Secretary of State's Office, tt 

and gave them the information he had re- wi 

ceived from Scotland: That he likewiſe is 

waited upon Sir Sampſon Wright, and had e2 

different conſultations with him upon the ct 

moſt proper means of conducting the ſaid 01 

ſearch⸗: : That, as the information received 9a 

gave reaſon to ſuſpect that Mr Brodie was ed 

at Fluſhing, Oftend, or ſome place in Hol- co 
land, it was agreed upon to ſend a meſſen- an 
ger immediately in ſearch of him: That pa 

Mr Groves, from Sir Sampſon Wright's let 

j office, te 


2 


ee of this vey: are cur 
they are given in the Appendix, No. 3. 


(a) 
office, was.) accordiagly: ſent with proper 
inſtructions: That Mr Groves traced him 
to Oſtend, and learned that he had been 
there on the at of June, his Majeſty's 
birth-day:z- and from chat he traced him to 
Amſterdam, where he was apprehended; 
identified, and committed to priſon: That, 


upon proper application, he was delivered 
up, brought over, and carried to Sir Samp- 
That 
xami- 


ſon Wright's office for examination: 
the deponent was preſent at the ſai 


nation; and the priſoner; Brodie, at the bar; 
is the perſon that was ſo brought over and 
examined: That there were two trunks or 
cheſts, belonging to Mr Brodie, alſo brought . 
over by Mr Groves, and lodged in Sir 
Sampſon Wright's office, which were opens. 

ed and examined in the office : That they 


contained ſundry articles of clothes, &c. 
and, among other particulars, a bundle of 
papers. And being ſhown the different 


letters, ſcrolls, and ſtate of his affairs, writ-. 
ten by Mr Brodie, and libelled on, depones, 


That they are the ſame that were found in 


— 


* : 
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the crak, as he knw 


nhl debe dat. from 
his own initials, with which they were mark. 


cd at the time. He was alſo ſnown the gold 


watch mentioned in the Indictment, and 
ſwore that it was the ſame found in the ſaid 


trunk, as he took the number and makers 
name. Upon croſs examination by the 

Dean of Faculty, ſaid, he had no other 

means of information that the articles in 


the ſaid trunks or cheſts are the ſame Which 
were brought from Oſtend and Amſter- 


dam, but the information of Sir Sampſqn 
W right, f and the letters accompanying the 


fame, which be faw, and his being preſent 
when the trunks were e c 
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ee Geddes tobacconiſt in Mid-Calder. 


hat he was in London in the month of 
March laſt, and he and his wife took their 


uns in the Endeavour of Carron, Cap- 


tain 


x 


a wm EY. ee AC 19 
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— bound for Leitl ha 
That, on the Sunday, the the veſſel fell two or 
three. miles down the river, and anchored 
at Blaekwall : That, in the evening, the 
Capt tain went on ſhore to get hands, leav- 
| ing the; witneſs. and his wife on board: 
That, betwixt the hours of 10 and 12g 
Meſſrs Hamilton and Pinkerton, two of the 
owners of the veſſel, another gentleman he 
did no know, and a paſſenger that appear. 
ed ſickly, came on board: That the — 
get was dreſſed i in a blue great coat, with 
ared collar, round wigz, black veſt, breeches, 


and Ns. That his ſaid ye FAY 


ww * 63. # * : 


3 a quarter of an hour; len the 
veſſel: That the paſſenger was allotted a 
bed in the ſtate- room near the fire, as he 
was ſick ;. That next day they fell down 
the river, and the veſſel got aground of 
Tilbury: Point, where they lay 10 or 12 
days; during which time the ſaid paſſen- 
ger was twiee on ſhore, once by himſelf, 


| and anather time with the maſter ang wit- 
— neſs: 


1 win Apes of 10 Giada; du 
= witnen kavitig Aka His halt; fle &1 

Was Jahn 07 n. And rv Ayer If 
wer wer e _ 55 faid, 


tioued that 1 


That, on getting out to ſea, Mr Diabñ des 


livered a letter to the Captain; im eonſe⸗ 
quence of which, he altered his £0 r 5; and 
ſteered for Holland 

ſtreſs of n kbar they altèfed their 


courſe, as the wind was ſouthl weft, and 


fair for Newcaſtle or Leith: That, during 
the voyage, Mr Dixon complained much 
of a ſore throat: That they arrived at 
Fluſking, where Mr Dixon hired a Kit 


for Oftend : That rhe witneſs went on 


ſhore, and received a packet of letters from 
Mr Dips: to be delivered i in Edinburgh: 5 


That 


: That it was not by 


450 


there with hat itierition That, after land- 

18 1 Leith; and; 
df! His hes ron a Bed, from the 
| akroutits he had heard about Brodie; "that 
was Him they had carried? to Fiuſhi ing; 


dy He-wikticfsvehtte Mid- Calder; and; 
bout thrediweeks after Wartls, Was at Dal⸗ 
keith, where Me- had eccafton to ſee” the 
new papgis. Mnd-the deſeription of Brodie 
there given, confirmed him in the above 
ſoſpicion. Upon this he opened the packet; 
which contained thrèe lettefs; öne to Mr 
Michael Henderſôn, Graſs Market; one to 


Sheriff; ſigned and dated as mentioned in 


the Iadictment: © That he read the inſide of 
theſe letters; - And the letters libelled on be- 


58 owns hiw,! he Fwofe to their identity. 


* 
** * 


| [Groſs tübnded a by the Dean of Faculty. 
ING wRueſs ge ſaid, that they did 
5 not 


wer be unte viſt it Nuſbibg 5 fag 
0 Nat the hip Md not come 


ntides the name ef Joh Dixoti That next 
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knew Dixon and B 


ed, 17 ke; id not pint qe L 
there? anſwered, That he purchaſed two 

pieces of nankeen;and ſix filk handkerehiefs, 
with ſome ſpirits for ſea · ſtore, and half 4 
pound of tobacco for his own uſe. And 
being more cloſely. queſtioned, acknom- 
ledged, that his wife purchaſed t three pieces 
of lace, ſome of which e fold after ſhe | 
| came to Edinburgh. Bein ne N by 
be opened the letters ? anſwered, 
was to do juſtiee to his; country, e 
Brodie to he the ſame per. 
ſon: That be keps theſe heuer: three weeks 
or a month in his-poſleflic n; That the firſt 
perſon he ſhowed them — one Twed- 


dle, his brother · in- law, who adviſed him to 


give them to the perſons to whom they 
were directed: That he afterwards ſhowed 
them to Nr Learmonth at Linlithgow, who 

gave him a letter to Mr JLearmonth in 
Edinburgh: That he then carried them to 

Mr, N the e of 558 808 bur did 
vert; ain et een eee ee 


* 
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| „Hear the. Dean of Faculty 1 the : 
Court, in preſence of the witneſs, That he 


had. faid he yas not the proper perſon, to 
apply to with theſe letters: That he had been 
conſulted in Mr Brodie's affairs: That the 
witneſs himfelf knew beſt the directions chat 
he had received. from the perſon who com- 
mitted theſe letters to his charge; and he 
| left i it to his on ;coplajence to do with 
| them, what he pleaſed. ,. | 


6 % et Sie 
The witneſs "cha. red the Court, 


Pi he went home to Mid-calder *, and that 


the ſame evening, or early next morning, 
Mr 


1 


eis ſeid, that Mr Learmonth very properly 
wrote immediately to the Sheriff. clerks- office; and 
the intelligence was from thence ſent to the pro- 
curator-fiſcal, who, at the time, was in the play- 
houſe: He immediately went out, and ſet off, with | 
Mr Williamſon the meſſenger, to Geddes's houſe, 
in Mid-Calder, 12 miles from Edinburgh, and brought 
him in on Sunday morning with the letters. 


1 „ and Mx Wi- 


lamſon, meſſenger, called upon him, and 


he accompanied them to 3 and 
reren che leiter to th She . 1 


— 
6 — 
1 
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| - Mares T e ſpouſe to the ore 


ing witneſs, corroborated her huſband's'e- 
vidence in every circumſtance previous to 
their arrival in Leith ; identified the perſon 
| of Mr Brodie, - and faid, That ſhe faw him 


deliver the packet of letters to her huſband, 
but that ſhe never law theſe letters after- 


—— 


. e 
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Brodie, remembered that he Was ſent for 
by his maſter on Sunday morning, the gth 


of March, at 8 o'clock : That he thought 


it was to give him orders about ſome work, 
as he frequently ſent for him for that pur- 
poſe, 


© Rolere Smith, forme time foreman 1 to Me 


<&f DBY ©. mp 


lik 


poſe, ade 8 80 ke was golng to the - 
country : That Mr Brodie aſked him, Wu * 
he had heard any thing of the men that 
were taken up the day before, meaning 
Smith and Ainſlie ? the witneſs anſwered, 
That he had not; but hoped that Mr Bro- 
die was not concerned with them. To 
this Mr Brodie made no anſwer: That the 
reaſon he aſked this queſtion was, that he 
had often ſeen his maſter in their company * 
and knew him to be intimate with them! 
That Mr Brodie ſent the witneſs for a 
waiſtcoat and a pair of breeches, ſaying, 
he was going out of town, but would be 
home in his own houſe before he went a- 
way ; bur the witneſs did not fee him again 
till he was in priſon: That Mr Brodie's touſe - 
was ſearched on the Monday following, 
the 10th of March, by a warrant from the 
Sheriff, Being ſhown the letters, amd ſtare 
of affairs, libelled on, thought them very 
like Mr Brodie's hand- writing; but that the | 


unſigned ſcrolls were not ſo like his ma- 


fter's  hand-writing, as he had never ſeen 
=: him 


i EE] tre t 
him os fo c e interiieations and _ | 


— 


w 1 T N K 55 vn. 1 
Mobi Think aſſiſtant denk in FR coun- 
| cil-chamber, being ſhown the different let- 
ters, fcrolls, and ſtate of — on, 
thought they were all, and each of them, 
of Mr Brodie's- hand-writings Vieh he 
_ often had p to E 10 f dy" 
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| Fob MLieſh 8 chamber 


lain's office, ſaid, he had had many oppor- 


tunities of ſeeing Mr Brodie's ha 


ic * bd * 
e — 


and would know it; and having examined 
the ſaid letters, ſcrolls, and ſtate, authenti- 


cated the ſame to be Mr Brodie's writing. 

' Croſs examined, How he came to know 
Mr Brodie's writing ſo exactly? anſwered, 
From many accounts and receipts which he 
had in his oe belonging to the office. 
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aid, That he had been in that Office for 37 
years: That he uſually locked the outer- 
door about eight clock at night, and car- 
_ ried the key immediately thereafter to the 
houſekeeper: That the night watchman 


in the morning: That, on Wedneſday the 


$th of March laſt, he locked the outer-door 


at about a quarter after eight o clock in the 
evening, and carried the key to che houſe- 
keeper's, and delivered ic to ene ef the 
maid-fervants.” ' Being croſs queſtioned by 
che Counſel ml Mr Brodie, ſaid, that Mr 
Broughton's office, and the regiſter of ſei- 
zures, were kept in 4 ſmall houſe oppoſite, 
and adjoining, but that there was no com- 
munication from the one to the other with- 
out going out to the open air; and the 


whole were in one court, incloſed by a pa- 
rapet wall and i ion rail: That the caſhier's 


room 


John Duncan, door · keeper of the Exciſe, 


came at ten clock, and went away at five 


* 


had i locked; as ha 8 mentioned, and tha | 
it had. a e dpf. „ e e e 


of: the: Exciſe, ald, That, on Wedne 
the Fth of March laſt, — went to 
attend his duty, as uſual, at 10 O elock at 
night, he found the outer · door, the hall- 
- door, and the doors of the caſhier's room, | 
all open. Upon this he went to Mr Dun- 
das, the houſekeeper's, and inquired who 
| | had been laſt in the office, as the doors 
EEE. open? the ſeryadt anſwered, Jahn 
Duncan, the laſt witneſs, had left it abaut 
a quarter aſter eight o'clock : That Mr 
Dundas's ſon having oyerheard this conver- 
ſation, ſaid, if the doors are open, there is 
_ ſomething worſe done; That, upon this, 
Mr and Mrs Dundas, their ſon, and the 
witneſs, went into the Office, and found 
all * deſks and preſſes in the caſhier's. 
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— coulter of a plough, aud 
two iron wedges; 1 and, in the hall, thans 


was a ſpur, with part of the leather f ; of it * 


torn; and being ſhown the coulter, wedges, 
and ſpur, libelled on, ſaid they were the 
ſame ſo found: That Mr: Dundas ſent him 
for Mr Thomſon, the aſſiſtant caſhier of 
N Exciſe; and he went accordingly, and 


nn £ the bim. 
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WITNESS: an a 


ns ie  Thonſon allftane Weder of 
Exciſe | in Edinburgh; ſaid, That, on Weds 


neſday the 5th, of March laſt, he left the 


Office about eight o'clock at night: That he 


locked the door of the caſhier's room be- 


fore he went away, and took the key with 
him, and ſaw John Duncan, the door-keep- 


er, in the hall as he came out: That he left 


L. 183 46: 32 in his deſk, ; and about 


L. 600 1 ina drawer below the deſk : . 
about ten 0 mack: the ſame evening, the 
171 „„ — 


nat there was hog in the : 


3 


to: That he went innedimgiy there, and 
them, he examined the door of the caſhier's. 
room, and found chat it had bed 
open, and, as they ſuppoſed, with the coul. 


tified to de the {ſat 


| deſk; and the key-hole is concealed by a 


16555 broke in- 


kim, chan che Excite Obe 


found Mir Pearſon, the ſecretary, vin 


F ed 
n pri , 


er and wedges found there, which he iden. 
e libelled on: That 1 
ſmall preſs in this room had alſo been forced 
open, and ſome ſhilliogs and ſixpences 
ſtolen from it, together with ſome ſtamps 
for receipts: That they had gotten the 
key of the witneſs's deſk in a drawer-in this 
preſs, with which they had opene the deſk, 
and carried off the ſum of money above 
mentioned therein contained, and a receipt 
for L. 7 1 8: 2: That the drawer below 
the deſk where the L. 600 was depoſited, 
cannot be opened without firſt opening the 


eq 


flip of wood over it, which might eſcape a th 
Tight obſerver : That, accordingly, it had fr: 


* ED : remained 


it le in che deſk. Being croſs exa 
with regard to the ſituation of the Office, 
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WITNESS XI. 


fa Baker. That ſhe was ſervant to 
Mr Pearſon of the Excife at the time the 


Office was robbed ; and, on that evening, 
being ſent out on a meſſage a little after 


eight o'clock, on her coming home again, 


ſhe ſaw a man, with a whitiſh great coat 


and ſlouch hat, leaning over the rail, at 


the entry to the court: That ſhe was a- 
fraid of him, and run away to the houſe, 


— 


Lawrence Dundat rev . 
Eels Office confirmed the ſeveral parti- 
culars deponed to by the preceding wit- 
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"NESS x. 


wi : 


2 Bonar aer Adel of Exciſe 


0 hac I occaſion to call at the Exciſe 
f Office on. the night it was robbed, the 2 
of March aft, about half paſt eight, o el 

N That he found the door on the latch ; — 

on opening it, a man ruſhed aſt him 

That the witneſs ſtepped aſide, to give way 


to him: That the man went out in ſeem- 


ing haſte; and the witneſs took. no ſuſpi- 
cion, thinking it was ſome of the people 
belonging to the Office detained later than 
uſual: That he appeared to be a ſquare- 
built man, ſomething taller than the wit 


neſs * „ and Was dreſſed in black clothes, 1 


; N 


| the fake of explaining what is to follow, that the 
above witneſs entered the Office perſon ruſhed 
haſtily paſt him—and that the witneſs, after two or 
ue minutes ſtay, alſo « came out. 55 | 


„ <. 32888 


= The reader is here 1 to take notice, for | 


Al 
TI 
ſce 
ed 


and, he — a cocked hat : That the 
witneſs went up ſtairs. to the ſolicitor' 8 of- = 
fice, ſtaid two or three minutes there, and 
then went away : That he. ſaw no perſon 
either in the entry or coutt as he came out: 


WITNESS XV. 


Iotel Wi ton, alchouſe-keeger at Weſter 
Duddingfton, remembers, that, in the be- 
ginning of March laſt, two men came to 
her houſe, and drank a bottle of porter: 
That ſoon after ſhe was examined in the 
Sheriff-elerk's office, in the preſence of 
John Brown, (a ſucceeding witneſs), whom 
ſhe 1 out there as one of theſe men. 


WITNESS XVI. 


Jun Kinnear, ir” ” the Earl « of 
Abercorn, at Duddingſton, remembered, 
That, in ſpring laſt, but could not conde- 
ſcend on the particular day, but remember- 
ed that there was then ſnow on the ground, 


= 2 " tht 
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* 


that the uber . a plough, with which he 


had been ploughing, was ſtolen : That he 
looſed from work that day between two 
and three o clock, and was ſent to Edin- 


burgh : That, about four o clock, he per- 


ceived two men upon the ploughed land, 
by che plough he had left: That they had 
with them a black dog * : *; That when he 
came to work next morning, he found the 
coulter of the plough had been taken away; 
and being ſhown the coulter libelled on, 
ſwore that it was the ſame ſo ſtolen from 
his plough. And being croſs-examined, 
how he came to know it, ſaid, that it had 
HS ge 
* On taking the precognition at the Sherifclerk's 
Chamber, a curious circumſtance occurred reſpecting 


this black dog.—Smith, the priſoner, was under ex- 


amination; and the above witneſs, Kinnear, was allo 
preſent. Kinnear had" ſaid to the Sheriff, that he 


was at ſuch a diſtance that he would not know | 


the men, but he would know the dog, having been 
at one time near him. Soon after, a dog was making 
a a noiſe, and, ſcraping at the door, which being open- 
ed, the above witneſs ſaid, there is. the dog z and it 
ran and fawned upon Smith. 


fl 


m9 ec. > 


1 5 


been ſent to a ſmith to be ſharped from 
the point to the hilt; but that part of it 
had been left undone. e 


| "vi NE SS XVIL 


' Graham Campbell, late ſervant to the 
priſoner George Smith, ſaid, That ſhe ne- 
ver heard of the Exciſe Office being broken 
into till ſhe was apprehended with her miſ- 
treſs and Andrew Ainſlie, and carried to 


priſon : That ſhe had feen the . priſoner, . 
Brodie, often in her maſter's houſe ; and 


had ſeen Ainſlie and Brown often with him 


there; and, on theſe occaſions, they played 


at cards and dice, but chiefly at dice, when 
Mr Brodie was preſent : That one night, 
ſome few days before ſhe was apprehend- 
ed, the four were together in her maſter's 
houſe : That they met about the duſk of 


the evening, but what hour ſhe could not 


ſay, as ſhe was employed in the back cellar 


at work: She ſaw Brodie come in, and go 


up ſtairs to the room above: That Brodie 
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had on Black clothes, and old-faſhioned 
That ſhe never ſaw him ſo dreſſed before ; . 
and that ſhe ſaid to her miſtreſs, ſhe won- 
dered how Mr Brodie came to have ſuch 
old-faſhioned clothes that night : That her 
maſter, Smith, was up ſtairs with Brown 
and Ainſlie when Brodie came in, and 
joined them : That they ſtaid together 
ſome time above ſtairs; and they had a 
cold fowl and ſome freſh herringe to eat: 
That- ſhe did not ſee them go out, being 
at work in the back cellar ; 3 but, when ſhe 
came into the kitchen, her miſtreſs deſired 
her to go up ſtairs to put the room in or- 
der, and wipe down the table, which the 
did; and at that time they were all gone : 
That, about an hour after, they came all 
back again; Ainſlie came firſt, and after- 
wards Brown, aſking for Ainſlie; That the 
time they ſo met again altogether, was near 
ten o'clock ; and ſhe obſerved that Mr 
Brodie's dreſs was changed at his return, 
and he had on light coloured clothes: 


That they fat in the kitchen, and ſupped 
there, 


; « 53 ) 


there, and ſtaid 8888 two 3 5 "That 
Brodie went away firſt, and Brown and 
| Ainſlie followed ſoon after; ; and that ſhe 
heard theſe two laſt expreſs an intention, | 
firſt of going to bed, and afterwards of go- 
ing over to M Lean to play cards: That 
her maſter did not go out again that night. 


WITNESS XVII. 


Mary Hubbart or Hubburt, ſpouſe to the 
priſoner George Smith, . being then called, : 
Mr Clerk objected to her examination, as 
the was diſqualified on account of the rela- 
tion in which ſhe ſtood to his client, as any 
evidence which ſhe could give, tending to 
criminate Mr Brodie, would have the ſame | 
tendency againſt her huſband, as they were 
accufed of the ſame crime, and included i in 
the ſame indictment. | 


The Lord 4 anſwered, That he 

did not mean to put any queſtions to the 

witneſs that had the moſt remote tendency _ 
a | to 


(«41 


to criminate * huſband; f and, i in order to 
convince the Court of the relevancy of what 
he propoſed, he would ſubmit the queſtions 

to the judgment of the Court. Wh 


Upon this point the Court EE this 
by the criminal law of Scotland, a wife 


cannot be'admitted a witneſs for or againſt 
her huſband; and that, in this caſe, if any 
improper queſtion ſhould be aſked, it would 
not be allowed to be anſwered; but they 
ſaw no reaſon why ſhe might not be exa- 
mined as to Brodie. ; | 


The Lord Advocate was then deſired to 
read the queſtions he propoſed to put, 
Which were as follows: 1. Do you remem- 
ber when the Exciſe Office was broke into? 
2. Was Brodie in your houſe that evening, 
and when did he come? 3. Did you ſee 
him twice—and how was he dreſſed ?' 
On having heard the queſtions, the Court 
repelled the objection for the priſoner, and 


allowed them to be put. | 
| The 


ts) 


The 2 who had been FORT au- 


ring this debate, was then recalled * the 


Dean of Faculty aſked her name, whith 
ſhe ſaid was Mary Hibut. The Dean upon 


this ſaid; there was no ſuch perſon in the 
lik of witneſſes annexed to the indictment: 
That he indeed ſaw there a Mary Hubbart 
or Hubburt, but this was perfectly different 


from Hibut, and as different as F "riſkin from 
Erſkine, Some difficulty having ariſen a- 


bout this name, the witneſs both /pelt and 
wrote it, at the deſire of the Court, altho' 
the Lord Advocate mentioned, that, in one 
of her declarations taken before the Sheriff, 
ſhe ſaid ſhe could not write. He ſaid, that, 
ſuppoſing a miſtake had happened in ſpel- 
ling the name of this witneſs, yet it was 
ſuch a one as the proſecutor could neither 

| foreſee 


* This witneſs was much affected on coming into 
Court. On paſling her huſband, the priſoner at the 
| bar, ſhe looked at him with much ſeeming agitation. 
le firetched out his hands, and, in a loud whiſper, 


 Intreated her not to anſwer a word to any queſtion | 


that ſhould be put to her. 
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foreſee nor prevent, as ber: name was ſpelt 


Hubbart in 'the declarations taken before 


the Sheriff; and one of theſe declarations 
ſhe had ſigned Mary Smith; that theſe de- 
clarations were the rule which was followed, 
and is always followed in making. up. the 
liſt of witneſſes ; but the de/ignation of this 
witneſs placed her identity beyond all doubt, 
as ſhe was deſigned the wife of the priſoner 
George Smith, which would have been 
ſufficient without any name whatever. 


The Dean of Faculty anſwered, That this 
was as clear a miſnomer as was poſſible to 
happen; nor could the deſignation given 
to her of being the wife of G. Smith ſup- 
ply the defect, as it was by no means im- 
poſſible that Smith might have 2 wives, 
and her being named Hubbart in her de- 
clarations was of no conſequence, as that 


was the operation of the clerk who wrote 
R 


them, and ſhe had no acceſs to ſee or cof- 
rect the miſtake. ETA CT PRES 
| | The 
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The Court ſeemed inclined t to fuftai hs 


N 


objection, when 1. 


The. Lord hoy: ; fd, that the. cir- 
e he meant to prove by the wits 8 
neſs were ſo immaterial, that he would not 
trouble the Court farther with the matter, 


: 1 


and "OM n withdrawn. 3 bs i 


"WITNESS: x. 


Bou M Lean, waiter to Mr ITY 
| innkeeper New Town. That he was in 

company with Brown and Ainflie on Wed-- 
neſday night, the 5th of March: That one 
Price, and fome other people; were in com- 
pany, and they drunk ſome punch together | 
in Frafer' s cellar: That he thought this 
happened. ſome time betwixt half paſt nine 
and eleven 0 clock, but was not certain: 
That, on the Friday, following, he received 
from Smith a five pound note to change, a 
for a ticket in the mail- coach for Smith's 
wife to Newcaſtle : That he took out the 
ticket accordingly, and gave it to Smith, 
along with the change of his note. 

H WI 1 


to). 


we” 8 « 
* 


WITNESS * Patt 
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Fat EIN ry 
William Dryſdale, Aland the laſt wit 
neſs applying to him for change of a five 
pound note for a ticket in the mail coach 
to Newcaſtle, and thought it was the night 
after the Exciſe was broke into: That 'Mr 
Dryſdale changed the note, and, ſome days 
| afterwards, gave it to the witneſs to carry 

| to o the Sheriff. clerl 5 8 which he a. 


i$ 


SBS 
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David e dad ewe licht! in 
: Edinburgh, remembered having ſold, ſome 
months ago, a ſpring-ſaw to Mr Brodie, 
but could not ſay that either of the ſaws li- 


"5X. 


belled on, and here ſhown to the witnek, 
were the fame he fo ſold, although they 
both bore his ſhop mark: That Mr Brodie 
| faid the uſe he was to make of it was to cut 
the natural Hurs of game-cocks: That he 
bas 
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WITNESS 3 XXII. 


_ Fillam Middleton, i in. he. en 


of the Sheriffs - office, ſaid, that he was ac- 


quainted with John Brown, and remem- 
| bered. the robbing of the Exciſe Office : 
That Brown came to him on Friday night, 
the 7th of March, at 11 o'clock at night, 
and told him he had ſome diſcoveries to 
make reſpecting that robbery, and the other 
late ſhop-breakings: That the witneſs car- 
ried him to the Procurator-fiſcal ; and that, 

after a converſation, they went with Brown 
to Saliſbury Crags, where he pointed out, 
ina concealment, a great many falſe keys, 
which they brought to the Procurator-fiſcal's 
_ houſe: That, the day thereafter, the wit- 
neſs was ſent to England, along with Brown, 


in ſearch of the goods ſtolen from the ſhop of 


Inglis 


perſons, and knows they are ſometimes u- 
ſed by: cabjpetrmaters. in the way of their 


„ a 
„% —_ — W199 3 Wy 2 * " » * «3p — % . 
$00 44> 0 8 1 th k nb * 2 : - A - y * K 
IO +4 . r r 5 2 hs - F 
= N ; : a: #7 n A - a -+ ＋ N 1 43 - 
N POE ng” 7 . 2 < "one's; — — 0 K 


2 


n IF * . * * - 
8 er, wk — 2 2 
r 


ASE „ * 7 
* 1 i 
* 


2 3 Ker 
r 
2 29 
r 
— ->4 FY Fw P 
* 5 * 1 2 


> > io 
4 1 


6 


Inglis and Horner, A ende 404. M. 
Frier, a partner of that houſe, accompanied! 
them. Here the Dean of Faculty interrupted 


the witneſs, and ſaid, that theſe were matters 
not before. the Court, nor the ſubject of 
not be admitted The 4 
witneſs. then ſaid, That, after his' return 


* 3 K 


proof, and co 


from England, the [witneſs was employed, 


on Sunday the 16th of March, to attend 
Smith, the priſoner, on a diſcovery; accom- 
panied with Alexander Williamſon,” and 
| James Murray, Sheriff-officers; That Smith, 
accordingly, conducted them to the foot of 
Warriſton' 8 Cloe K, when hen took out of 
"FF. & 


» 4 diſcrepancy bats appears 'betwixt the ahow: 
witneſs and a following witneſs, James Murray, who, 
with Middleton, accompanied the priſoner Smith to 
the place. Murray ſaid, at the foot of Allan's' Cloſe, 


below the Royal Exchange; and Warriſton's Cloſe | 


is above the Exchange, or weſt, the other eaſt. Since 


the trial, we were at pains to have an explanation of 


this inconſiſtency, and went with Middleton to the 


ſpot. He conducted us down Warriſton's Cloſe; 


and, at the bottom of the ſteps at the foot of it, in 


* 


„ 8 | the 
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\ hote' in'a 1 there: an iron How, a par : 
of curling irons, and'a falſe key, which he. 
ſaid had ae uſed in breaking open the 
Exciſe Office; and being ſhown: theſe arti- 
eles ibelled on, ſwore to their being the 
fame, and that Smith himſelf took them out 
of the . La on the day ane 8 

"1% e „ he 


the e . on _ ae . or to 1 
eaſt, and not three feet. from the ſteps, he pointed 

out the hole where the iron crow and other inſtru- 
ments were found. He was aſked, how he and Mur- 

ray came to diſagree? He faid, it was true they went 

by Allan's Cloſe, turned into Mary King's Cloſe, and 
then weſt to the hole then pointed out. In ſhort, 
the one witneſs, Murray, deſcribes it by the road 
they took; the other, Middleton, by the real ſitua- 
tion of the plate. Middleton acknowledged that he 

was wrong in ſaying Smith put in his hand, and 
drew out the inſtruments. He was hand- cuffed, and 
could not ſtretch his arm; He only put his Angers 

to the mouth of the hole, to point it out, and Mur- 

ray put in his arm, as he immediately recollected af- 
ter he left the Court. Both Middleton and Murray 
agree that the hole is the ſame where they found the | 
iron crow, &c, and it it is directiy a at the foot on * 
fan's 8 | i f 
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he „ was . | -odie 


in one place, and part of it in another: 


That the lanthorn produced, and here ſhown 
to him, he believed to be the ſame. Being 


: croſsexamined, ſaid, That, in the converſation 
he had with Brown, before their going to 
England, Brown did not mention Brodie's 

name, as being concerned in robbing the 

Exciſe Office, but faid there was @ gentle- 

man concerned in it whom the witneſs 


kan and would little 2 ell. 


WITNESS. XXII. 


| Alexander Wi Hliamſon heriff- officer faid, 
; That, along with George Williamſon and 


James Murray, he was employed to ſearch 


Brodie's houſe on the roth of March laſt: 
That, in the courſe of the faid ſearch, they 

found i in a ſhade a pair of piſtols, wrapped 

in a green cloth *, and buried underneath 


* The witneſs, at firſt, ſaid the piſtols were in 2 
up Hot 


and found there a dark 5 of i 


= — 
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en or where the fire · place was; : 
_ and, being mown the piſtols libelled e on, 
faid 1885 were we rr 2 land. | 


> 22. - wo 4 


 "_- Murray Heri ohe, concurred 
with the two preceding witnefles in every 
particular reſpecting the ſearch of Brodie's 
houſe, and the articles there found: That | 
| Smith, the priſoner, pointed out the place, 
| and found the piſtols, by digging the earth 
with a piece of iron: That he accompanied 
Middleton and Smith when they went to 
ſearch for the iron crow, key, &c. as men- 
tioned : That they went by Allan s doſe, 
and the articles were found in a hole 
in A wall at the foot of the fame, and 
were taken out of the hole by the wit 
meh as Smith could not OY being hand- 
5 cuffed: 
Hack flocking ; but, on being ſhown them wrapped in 
the green cloth, he corrected himſelf, and ſaid, he 
was in a miſtake in calling it a black ſtocking, being 


miſled by ſeeing a black ſtocking on the table. 


- cuffed * 2 That: Smith. told. the: witneſs, 
that they were. the ſame that: had been 
5 uſed in breaking open the Exciſe Office; 
and the articles being ſhown. to 2 vit- 
neſs, ſwore to their N 


— 
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King 8 meſſenger for. Scotland hat, on 
the 1oth of March laſt, he was employed 
to ſearch ] Brodie's houſe, and found ſeveral 
keys of * curious conſtruction i in a room 
| off Brodie s ſhop: That in the wood yard, 
near about where a hearth. or firetplace had 
been, a pair of piſtols. 1 were, found. under 
ground, which were diſcovered by Smith 
| the priſoner, . poking. with an iron; and 

5 7 that the piſtols on the table are the ſame ſo 
found: That they alſo found ſeveral pie ick- 
locks | in Mr Brodie 8 houſe, all which were 
[ MN” | e lodged 


1 
* 
1 


* For ehen of this, ſee note « on a Middleton! s 
| WS, þ p. 60. 15 


or 
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cal by him i in the Sheriff-clerk's office „ 
That, on the IIth of March, he was de- | 
ſpatched in ſearch of Mr Brodie : That the 
firſt traces he got of him was at Dunbar, 
and from that traced him all the way to 
London, and found that he had been ſet 
down at the foot of Old Street: That he 
waited upon Sir Sampſon Wright, and al- 
ſo upon. Mr Walker of the Adelphi: „bat 
in the courſe of his converſation with Mr 
Walker, he inquired after Mr Brodie, and 
ſaid he had a letter for him, which he 
wiſhed to deliver: ; That Mr Walker faid 
he was not certain if it would be ſafe to 
introduce the witneſs to Mr Brodie.— 

Here the Dean of Faculty interrupted Mr 
| Williamſon, and objected to this hiſtorical 
evidence, and ſaid, that, without meaning 
any reflection on the witneſs, whom he 
knew, and believed to be a very good man, 
and an active officer ; yet, in a queſtion of 
this kind, hearſay evidence was not ad- 
miſſible * ; and the perſons mentioned by 
1 "7 Ju \ 


* The further particulars of Mr Williamſon! . 
ſearch 


6686) 
ths ' witneſs ought to have W brough 
forward to OT: for themſelves.” a 
wee rigid n n n 


COR ee, eee e e Rr 
Wen Brodie are carious, and, ee þ 
favoured. with, them from Mr e 1 ſelf, 
BY be e, . KY; 
| on Monday the 16h of March, Me Villamfon 
« began his ſearch at Mr Brodie's dwelling-houfe, out 
houſes, - &c. | He ſearched ſeveral of Brodie's haunts 
in Edinburgh and Leith. He ſearched all the inclo- 
ſed tombs in the Greyfriars Church-yard., The rea- | 
ſon for this was, that, ſome years, 280, ef, | 
ſiſted one Hay, accuſed of a capital crime, in making | 
| his eſcape from the tolbooth of Edinburgh, and con- 
cealed him eight or ten days in one of theſe tombs, 
bill the hue and cry was over. Hay by his m 

got off, and bas never ſince been heard of. When 
it was known, on Wedneſday, that Brodie had gone 
off to London on the Sunday morning of the gth, _ 
Mr Williamſon was def] patched after him. At Dun- | 
bar, he learned that Brodie had paſſed there about | 
four o'clock in the afternoon of Sunday, and traced ' 
| him to Newcaſtle, where he took the Flying Mer- 
cury light coach for York and London. From the 
coachman who drove the, coach into London, he 
Tearned, chat a man, anſwering Brodie's deſcription, 


— 
E Lard Advocate: replied, That what 
the witneſs knew himſelf, could not be cal- 


led: hearſay : That the bringing forward 
ſuch a variety of witneſſes was not only 


: unneceſſary and expenſive, but inconſiſtent 


with the forms of criminal procedure in 
this country, which admitted of only one 
ee for a trial; but he ſaid it was ſo 
7 immaterial, 


®s 3 K 8 - + 7 


ne 44 ** ei of Old 1 Fa 
fields, and did not proceed to the Bull and Mouth 

Inn, where the coach ſtops. Some perſons of Bro- 
die's acquaintance were examined; and, from the 
declarations of ſome of them; there was reaſon to be - 


lieve that Brodie had gone to the Continent. Mr 


Williamfon went to Ae Deals and ene, but 
1 5 ne of bias, | | f | 


6055 Me Williimſon's return to London; he babe 
| from Sir Sampſon Wright's people, that Brodie had 
been ſeen about Bedfordbury. Mr Williamſon re- 
paired to the billiard tables, hazard tables, cockepit, 
tennis- court, & c. &c. As no houſe could be ſearch- 


ed without making oath to his being there, Mr Wil- 


liamſon left the management to Sir Sampſon's people, 
and returned, after eighteen * ſearch in ante 
to Edinburgh. | 
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(tee, 
nmaterial, that he would not inſiſt om be 


further particulars of Mr Williamfon's | 
| ſearch in London. The witneſs then only WM 


added, that, after Mr Brodie. was appre- od 
hended at Ane and brought to Lon- 


don, he was ſent to take charge of him from i wi 


TOE A to Edinburgh. the 
ien 465 e eint 23 nt err i wl 


oY 
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On the j journey from 18 to Al ines: wa 


: Brodie was in good ſpirits; and told many things that _ ' we 


had happened to him in Holland. He met With a . = 
Scots woman at Amſterdam, who aſked him if he 50 
had been long from Scotland. She laid, that there 1 


was one Brodie, a citiaen of Edinburgh, accuſed of | val 


robbing the Exciſe Office, and a great reward » in 
offered for apprehending him. She little ae 4 | Fa 
| ſhe was ſpeaking to, ſaid Mr Brodie, —At Amſter- Cut 
dam, he fell i in with the man who had committed a 
forgery on the Bank of Scotland. He ſaid, he was ws 
a very ingenious fellow. If be had not been appre· : | ng 
hended, he would 0 been maſter of the e in 
a weck. 
c rm PBct N en tobe ing 
Mr Brodie further told Mr Williamſon, that the eal 
Wa 


guide who had accompanied him and Mr Groves 


from Amſlerdam to Helvoetſluys had a fine repeat- in 
| | ; 6 4 4 ee "14/5 MF . all 
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x | wi Yes; Lane 34 F 130 15 1 * 
Audretu ee eee d es Woehe 1% : 
Edinburgh To the examination of this 
witneſs the Dean of Faculty objected done of; 
the diffetent grounds : That he was a perſon 
who had himſelf been accuſed of the very 
crime charged 1 in the Inditment : : That he 
was co have been tried for i it, and meaſures 
were taken for that purpoſe; but no ſoon- 
er was Mr Brodie diſcovered, and brought 
| to this country, than this witneſs was pre- 
| vailed upon to accuſe him as an accomplice 
in that crime. And upon this the Dean of | 
Faculty ſaid, his unfortunate client was 
ſubſtituted in the place of the witneſs, who 
was reduced to the alternative of either fix- 


ing the crime upon Mr Brodie, or being 
0 33 4 res : 


ing gold 3 which he Mr Brodie ſaid he could 
eaſily have poſſeſſed himſelf of at the time the mann 
was taking leave of | him, as he was then in liquor; 
and ſaid, he had often fince regretted that he had. 
allowed the fellow to go back with it. 


1 


bad no doubt in his o.] n mind that the 
| witneſs | Was an Rogen ood to he ere 


6 7 


tried, and perhaps hanged for i it Wer 
Such being the cireumſlances under Which 
the witneſs came forward, the Dean of 
Facu ulty contentled' Tha he's 4 


0 1 TH; \ ' 45 WW 5 4 8 A * Fs 
2 OPS RA ee in 


"The: Lord Advocate anſwered, Jie he 


R 


| have been tried or! it, K he wag! get Nee 


5 admitted evidence: That tlie law had au- 


thoriſed the admiſſion of the evidence of 
ſocks, criminis, for a very obvious reaſon, 
and had left it to the publie proſecutor to 
ſelect and determine which of the accom- 
plices ought to be admitted; there was 
therefore no doubt with regard to the ud. 


— * — d 


mif bility of the witneſs : But wit th regard 


to his credibility, that remained in the minds 


of the Jury; ; and although he, the witneſs, 


could not now be under any temptation 
whatever to affix the crime upon another, 
as he himſelf was beyond the reach of be- 


ing 


er | 
ho inadmiſile, 7405 SO UTI OF, 505 F 


to! 


PSY 


| ag ated by it, yet that he, as profecu- 
tor, did not call upon the Gentlemen of 
de Jury to credit the evidence of this wit- 
neſs, farther than it ſhould be corroborated, 
| by the other unexceptionable K of the 


evidence. EAT | e 


F. + 


The oy of Faculty replied, that Ainſlie 
was not in the ſituation of a common /ocius 
criminis: That he had all along denied the 

| acceſſion of Mr Brodie to the crime libel- 
ed; 37 and i it was not till Mr Brodie was on 
his way to, or arrived in Edinburgh, that 
the, witneſs could be prevailed upon to fay 

any thing whatever to criminate Mr Bro- 
die: That very undue means had been 
practiſed upon him to become evidence in 
this cauſe; and he had nothing leſs ar take 
than his own life if he refuſed, The Dean 
ſaid, That he was in condition to prove the 
undue means practiſed upon the witnels, 
if the Court would allow him to bring for. 
yard the proof. MOR W 


0m") 


* 


2 ; 


1/The Lord Advotate' rec 7 Thar di G 
Dean of Faculty was milinfokintd in faying Wl © 


that the witneſs had'never accuſed Brodie till 1 
after he was apprehended, and on his way Al 
to Edinburgh; and referred to Ainflie's ſe- & 
cond declaration, emitted before the Sheriff {a 
on the 14th of March, a few day's after 
| Brodie' 9 elopement, as evidence of the con- c. 
trary: That, with regard to the undue tt 
means alledged to have been practiſed upon Ml 0 
Ainſlie, to induce him to become evidence, ee 
he had never heard of it before, and could f 
not believe it; but had no objeCtion 1 to the 5 
5 witneſs beies examined upon that , ! 
Mb > h 
8 ee after 1 ling the As it 
foreſaid debate, unanimouſly repelled the i 
objection, upon the grounds, That, were 0 
accomplices to be diſqualified from being 
witneſſes, many very dangerous crimes a 
would paſs undiſcovered, and unpunithed: tc 
That the admitting them, therefore, was A 
founded in reaſon and good ſenſe, and 
conbiſtent with the uniform E of the 2 


Court: . 


> 


an) e 


cou, Thas; although. che la w bad fixta 
che al milſibility of ſuch, evidence, it had 
wiſely left the credibility of it to the jury 


and they, might believe or [reject it, accor- 
ding as, their | own conſciencas hould: er 


tte to NM dd Figs 
/ . k % 


A minute of the above debate, and of 
the judgment of the Court thereon, . being | 
then ordered to be recorded, the witnels 8 


was brought forward, and being ſworn i in 
common form, the Lord Juſtice Clerk in- 
formed him, that the former declarations 
emitted by him, reſpecting the crime libel- 


led, were now all deſtroyed; that nothing 
he had dont, or could now ſay, reſpecting 


that matter, could ever militate againſt him 
in any ſhape, as he had been admitted as a 
witneſs; and therefore conjured him to re- 
member the ſolemn oath he had juſt taken, 

and to be recollected before he proceeded 
to anſwer the queſtions to e 5 to him. 
After this admonition, | OP 


6 * 
nr nne 


Ainſſie then . That * was intimate 
with both the priſoners at the bar, and na- 
K med 


anc dittoguiſhed wem bo That a = 
had been framed between them, the Witneſs, 


and John Brown, . alas Humphrey: Moore, 
to rob the General Exciſe Office: % That, 


ſome time previous to carrying the ſaid 
plan i into execution, the witneſs and Brown 


Re ar 


went out to Duddingſton, and drank a 


bottle of porter in a public houſe there; 


That they had a black dog * with them 


belonging. to the priſoner, Smith : That 
they ſtole a coulter, and two iron wedges, 
from a plough i in a field near Duddingfton, 
(deſcribed - the field): That they hid the 
coulter i in Saliſbury rocks, or crags: That, 
5 ſeveral nights. previous to con mitting the 
robbery of the Exciſe, the witneſs watched 
at the office, to ſee what time the people 
left it; ; and that he diſcovered the doors 


were generally ſhut about eight o'clock, 


and that no perſon attended till ten, when 
a guard, or watchman, came : That they 
had fixed on Wedneſday, the 5th of March 
laſt, for N the ſaid robbery ; ; and, 
- about 


* va N ote on Kinnears a page 49 · 


a+) 
| 8060 the duſk of the evening, the widinle ; 


Smith's Houſe, in order to be uſed in for- 
eing open the Exciſe Office doors: That, 


when they came to Smith's houſe, he 
(Smith) was at home; and Brodie was ex- 
pected to accompany them to the Exciſe 
Office : That he accordingly came; and 
they met altogether in an upper room in 


Smith's houſe: That Mr Brodie was dreſſ- 


ed in black clothes, (which he had often 
ſeen him in before), and a cocked hat, and 
_ whitiſh great coat: That the had a piſtol, 
ind was finging a foſb, or highwayman's 


ſong { That it was ſettled that the witneſs 
ſhould go firſt, and obſerve when the Ex- 
ciſe people left the office: That he accor- 
dingly went there a little before eight 
o'clock, and waited till he ſaw the porter 


come out with a light, and lock the outer 
door : That, immediately after this, Smith 
came to the witneſs, and afked, If they 
were all gone? and being anſwered, Fhat 
| | : ns they 


and Brown went and brought the coulter 
of the plough from” Saliſbury Crags to 
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ider Ire; be (bitte) ee ifarmacy, | 
àud opened the outer door with a key made 
for the purpoſe; and went in: That he has 1 
heard Smith fay, that he made the ſaid 


key: That, about five minutes a 
die came to the . eating: told 
that Smith was gon (Brodie): 1 
up again towards 2 3 and returned { 
immediately in company with Brown: ; 
That Brown ſaid he had been dogging the a 
porter home: That the witneſs then hand- 0 
ed the coulter to Brown through. the rails; t 
and then Brodie and Brown went in toge- 0 
ther after Smith: That it was ſettled, be- + 
t 
F 


4 


fore leaving Smith's houſe, that Brodie 
was to ſtand behind the outer door; that 
Smith and Brown were to break into the ? 
-Caſhier's—reom ; ; and that the witneſs was t 
10 -wateh on the outſide, and give the - 
arm, in caſe of danger: That the witneſß { 
5 had no arms excepting a ſtick; but the o- t 
ther three had each of them loaded piſtols: g 
That the fignal of alarm agreed upon to be 
given by the witneſs, was a fingle whiſtle 


„ 
* 


(m9 


* one man appeared that they; "Dighton 
eure him, and-three whiſtles if two or mone 
appeared, which was to be the ſignal of xew 
treat, which-thoſe within were to do hy the 
back wir That Ahe witneſs got the 
the ſignal from Vr Brodie, before leaving 
Smith's "houſe: - That he took his ſtation 
no 10 perſon, either going in. or coming out, 
could. ſee him: That he had not been lo 
there, when a man came running down the 
court ehe the, wWitngſs had time to 
what he ſhould do, the man ran in 
to line - Dis bo, That, Juſt as he went in, 
another man came running out at che doar, 
and went up the court; and, immegiately 
thereafter, another came out“; and the 
witneſs being afraid, from this circum- 
ſtance, that they were diſcovered, and that 
theſe men had ſo come out were gone to 
give the alarm, he immediately gave three 
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whiſtles, as the edge 0 


then went off: That he was upon this 
watch altogether about half an hour: That 
the witneſe went down St John's Street, 

thinking to meet his companions'coming 


rh the back way, having eſcaped from 


; but, not meeting with them, 
he went directly to Smith's houſe; and Mrg 
Smith told him chat they were not yet come 
there; upon Which he went immediately 
back to the Exeife Office by the ſtreet, ſaw 
the door open, and that all wat 
That he retur oY again to-Bmith's, and 
found Smith and Brown there: That they 
accuſed the witneſs of not giving the alarm 
as he promiſet, and informed him that 
Brodie had affo deſerted his poſt: That, 
foon' after this; the witneſs and Brown went 
over to the Nes 
M'Lean, Mr Dryſdale's waiter, Who went 
with them to one Fraſer's : That they were 
there till about two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and there was one Price in company : 
That h he the witneſs did not ſee Mr Brodie 
that 


2 quiet; 


w Town, and göt Daniel 


that night again, after the robbery wa 
committed but he (Brodie) called upon 
the witneſs and Brown next morning at 


their room, and told them he had been 


with Smith, who had accuſed him of run+ 
ning away; and, on Brown ſaying the ſame 
thing, he (Brodie) ſmiling, ſaid, that he 
1 he hack Rood age true. a 
That, ho ths mines tian hs Laid 
| whiſtle from Brodie in Smith's houſe, i 
| was ſome time in the afternoon, and before 
they met altogether in the evening, and 
that Brodie was then dreſſed in light co- 
loured clothes, and had afterwards changed 


them before they went to the Exciſe | Of- 


fice: That Smith, Brown, and the wit» 
neſs, had each of them a crape to diſguiſe 
their faces, but Mr Brodie had none: That 


the piſtols produced, and which were here 


ſhown 


1 


Graham Campbell ſaid, iy all came back to 
Smith” s. Vide page 51, 
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Men to, een! examined 


were one of the pairs uſed that en 
That Smith had them, the witneſs having 
borrowed them about a month before from 
Mr Brodie, and given them to Smith: 

That the ſame evening, as the witneſs and 


Brown went to the New Town, | Brown 


informed him, that they had got only L. 16 


odds in the Exciſe Office; and, on the Fri- 
day evening following,. the witneſs called 


at Smith's, and got his fourth ſhare of the 


faid ſum: That, at the time the money 


vas ſo divided, Brodie and Smith were both 
| preſent, and they alſo each got a 4th ſhare 
of it: That Brodie then paid the witneſs 


ſome money that he owed to him: That, 


of the money the witneſs received at this 


time, there was a L. 5 note, of which he 


gave in ſome change: That he afterwards 1 


gave the ſaid note to Smith, and ſaw him 


change it the ſame evening in df Dryſ- 


dale's, on taking out a ticket 1n the Mail 
Coach for his wife to Newcaſtle for next 


day. 


4 


1 42 9 And being; tilted; if be tad 2 4 


oy particular: 1 mark by Which he could 
know the ſaid note again? e anſwered, That 
it was a Glaſgow note, and battered on the : 
back with paper. And Mr Solicitor Gene- 


nl being here about to ſhow the witneſs 
the note libelled on, the Dean of Faculty 


objected, That the note libelled on, as de- 


ſeribed i in the indictment, was ſaid to be a 


- \ 
. 5 \ : * a 
* * 8 

3 A > 


* . This evening, F riday, Brown gave TRE 
md Smith, Ainſlie, Mrs Smith, and Graham Camp- 


bell, were taken into cuſtody. The reaſon of Brown” s | 


giving the information is ſaid to have been, 'that he 
had ſeen the advertiſement from the Secretary of 
State's Office that evening, promiſing a reward and 
2 pardon to the perſon who ſhould diſcover the rob- 


| bery of Inglis and Horner's ſhop. Brown was under 


ſentence of tranſportation in England, and in daily 
fear of apprehenſion. The reward and pardon were 
too powerful to be reſiſted ; and he foreſaw that It 
would be neceſſary for the proſecutor to obtain his, 
pardon for his offence i in England, before he could bo) 
admitted as a witneſs. No wonder that the Lord 
Juſtice Clerk ſaid to him, after his examination, _ 
he was a clever fellow. | 
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L. 3 geb nenn 3 That che note alluded u 
by the witneſs, he had ſaid, was a Glaſs 
go note; and, as the indictment libelled 
on a bank-note, it was impoſſible that they 
could be the ſame, as the note of à privats 
banking company could not, with proprie- 

ty, be called a bank-note, nor any but thoſe 
al charter. FFV 


7 


Mr Solicitor General ae. That he 
ſaw no good reaſon for the diſtinction Cot» 
tended for by the Dean of Faculty, which 
was a mere quibble upon words, as the 
note of every banking company was called 
A bank-note ; but he ſubmitted the matter 
to the Canoe: who ſuſtained the objection, 
and would not allow the note to be Gone 
to the witneſs. - 


— 


The e dag then ſhown the coul- 
ter and iron crow libelled on, faid they 
were the . vied at opening the Exciſc 

1 | Office; 


de! That they called the FRO Greer 
luuelz and the iron crow Little aua 


-Oh croſs examination the witneſs ſaid; 
that at the time they went to commit the 
robbery on the Exciſe, he left Smith's houſe 


he went away before the reſt : That Brodie 
ate to the Exciſe: juſt about eight! That 
they were abſent altogether about an hour! 
That the reaſon they choſe Wedneſday 
tveding for the robbery was, that the old 
nan had to watch that night; and they 
chole the hours from eight to ten o'clock; 
beraufe there was no watch at that time : 
That he does not remember who it was 
that firſt propoſed robbing the Exciſe, | 


s. 1 


WITNESS XXVII. 


248 f 


Yoda Brow, alias Elen, 57 Moore, teln 


denter in Edinburgh. The ſame objectlon 
was ſtated by the Dean of Faculty to the 
miffibility of this witneſs that had been 

Rated | 
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bout a quarter before eight o'clock i That 
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Kates againſt Ainſlie, the n u. 
neſs; ; with this addition, that, beſides being 
an admitted accomplice in the robbery 
charged in the Indictment, he had been ac- 
cuſed and convicted of a former felony by 
the judgment of a. proper Court, who had 
pronounced ſentence of tranſportation * 
gainſt him; ſo- that he was not oa: in the 
ſituation of inſamia jſacti, but of inſamia 
Juris, which, at the fave, t time that it de- 
ſtroyed his eredibility, totally diſqualified 
him from being a witneſs at all, even in a 
civil cauſe, and much leſs, therefore, could 

be be a witneſs i in a criminal one, where 

his evidence might affect the lives of. 1 un- 

0 fortunate individuale. r 


— 


= |: 5 The Cord 1 anf wered, That the 
objection made to Ainſlie by no means ap- 
plied to this witneſs, as he was the perſon 

who firſt made the diſcovery: That he had 

| done i it voluntarily, and therefore was en- 

| titled i in Juſtice, and according to practice, 


to be admitted ee and that, at any 
rate, 


TL: 


ts) 


| gard to the felony which the witneſs. had 
committed in England; he had received his 
Majeſty's pardon for it ; which was pro- 


duced and here read, and which, his Lord- 


| ſhip contended, reſtored. the witneſs to his 


full credit and capacity. His Lordſhip en- 
emplified this doctrine by a variety of au- 


thorities from Engliſh law books of the 
higheſt character, and read the paſſages in 
Court. That, if the witneſs was, by the 
pardon, reſtored to credibility in England, 
where the crime was committed, it was ab- 


ſurd to ſay that he was inadmiſſible or in- 
famous in Scotland, where the crime was 


not committed. So far was this from being 


the caſe, that his Lordſhip contended, that 
no pardon. was neceſſary to entitle the wits - 


neſs to bear evidence in this country: That 
the crime from which the infamy was in- 
ferred, was committed in England, which; 


b ſpeaking, was a cen country, and 


ne, the Court had already removed 8 
| firſt part of the objection, by determining 
the admiſſibi lity of Ainſlie: That, with re- 
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der 2 perſon ee in chis Sy ws 
diſqualify him fron being a witneſs, da 
the ſentence of a AN OS: 
land, 


Mr PORE for Pa . h 
That the pardon ſecured the witneſs from 
puniſhment, but by no means reſtored his 
_ eredibility. The objeQion, however, was 
not confined to the infamy annexed to the 
erime mentioned in the pardon alone; for 
he held in his hand an extract of another 
ſentence of infamy apainſt Brown, of the 
Juſtices of Peace for the county of Stirling, 
Proceeding upon his own confeſſion of 
theft, and by which he is baniſhed that 
_ county, under certain certifications, for 
which crime the witneſs had received no 
pardon, He alſo mentioned, that. a bill 
had been found againſt Brown by a Grand 
Jury i in England, for a ſeparate felony from 


that for which he had been pardoned, + 
x | ' "Us 


The ** — Kid, He had derer 


N of either of theſe facts; but, als 
though true, they did not amount to a diß - 
qualification of the wirneſs; for it was a 
fixed point in Jaw, that the ſentence of an 
inferior court, eſpecially without a proof 
and without a Jury, had not that effect ; 
much leſs could the finding of a bill by a 
Grand Jury in England, of which there 
was no evidence; and, at any rate, it was 
no more than an unſubſtantiated aecuſa- 
| ton, which would go for nothing. 


The Dean of Faculty aid, That the King 


had, no doubt, a right to remit the puniſh 


ment of any offence againſt the law; but 
it appeared- to him a moſt extraordinary 
doctrine, that the King's pardon reſtored 
the credibility of the perſon pardoned. He 
had heard that the King could create a 
Nobleman, but that he could not make a 
Gentleman, much leſs could he make a har- 
dened villain an honeſt man. The King 
had no ſuch prerogative 3 Day, ſuch a con- 

verſion 
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of Kings! The pardon could not alter the 
; nature .of- the criminal—* as well might 
* the Ethiopian change his ſkin; or the 
Leopard his ſpots.” To ſay, therefore, 


that a piece of parchment, with a ſeal dang. · 
ling at it, or a man being on this or the 


| other fide of the Tweed, made him an ho- 
neſter or a better man, or more worthy of 
_ credit than he would otherwiſe have been, 
was a propoſition ſo abſurd and ſelf- de- 
ſtructive, that it could not be impoſed- up- 
on the meaneſt capacity, and was more ho- 
ſtile to reaſon and common ſenſe than the 


moſt abſurd e of che Church of 


Rome. „ 7 1 


* 4 - 


The WO than nn delivered their 


opinions on the contended point, at conſi- 


derable length. They agreed, in general, 
that the queſtion Was new, and of impor- 
tance: That, had the conviction of the 
witneſs proceeded upon a trial by jury in 
Scotland, they would have been for fu- 

ſtaining 
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: faining the objection the. a8 the eonvic- 
tion and ſentence were from England, atid 


elfects of a pardon; in that country, was the 
| reſtoring the criminal pardoned to the ſtate 


conviction, that that ſentence and pardon, 
on coming to this country, muſt bring their 
character, their conſtruction or meaning, 
and their effect along with them. Lord 
Swinton, in particular, quoted ſeveral texts 
| from the civil law, purporting, that a re- 
/ miſſion, ſo far from reſtoring, blemiſhed 
the reputation of him whom it relieved 
from puniſhment: That our Municipal 
Law was explicit to the ſame effect. The 
ſtatutes of Robert I. among others, debar- 
red convicts redeemed from juſtice from be- 


ing evidence-; and that this act was ex- 


preſsly quoted and laid down as law by Sir 


George Mackenzie, who was at leaſt our 
moſt ancient author upon the criminal law, 
and there was no practice or deciſion to the 
2 contrary. 


— 
— 


2 it appeared, from the law authorities i 
read by the Lord Advocate, that one of the 


and character that he held previous to the 
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ſufficient to ſet aſide ny perſon chem n 
a witnels. 5 ne 


contrary. This, however” did not ippest 
to be the law of England; and to prove 


this, his Lordſhip, in addition to the autho- 
rities referred to by. the Lord Advocate, 


quoted a paſſage from Mr Fuſtice Buller, 
Treatiſe on Trials, a book of the greateſt 


authority, which laid down, © Thar if a 
e perſon, found guilty on an indiQtment for 
© perjury at common law, be pardoned by 

the King, He will be a good witneſs, be- 

« cauſe the King has power to take off eve- 

« ry part of the puniſhment.” That, as to 

the ſentence of the Juſtices of Peace of Stir- 

lingſhire againſt the witneſs, no ſtreſs could 


be laid on it, as it is now a ſettled point, 


that no ſentence of an inferior court, pro- 
ceeding without the verdict of a jury, was 


T: Their Lordſhips repelled the objection to 
the witneſs's adm is bility, and allowed the 
Examniaation ! to proceed; reſerving his cre- 

aibilih 


— 


(91). 
&bility to the conſciences and good ſente 
of the jury. | 11 1 wy 


| The witneſs John Brown, alias Humphry 
Moore, being then called in, he received 
an exhortation from the Lord Juſtice Clerk, 
ſimilar to that given to Ainſlie; and being 
examined, deponed, 


That he knew and was intimate with 


both the priſoners, and identified them at 
the bar: That the preceding witneſs (Ainſ- 
lie) was often of their parties: That he 
bad frequently met Brodie at Smith's, 


and other places: That he had occaſion to 


know the particulars reſpecting the robbing 
of the Exciſe Office, as it was pre-concerted 
between the priſoners, the witneſs, and 
Ainſlie, as far back as the 3oth of Novem- 
ber laſt, the night on which the Free Ma- 
ſons made a public proceſſion: That, on 
that evening, the zoth of November, the 
witneſs, along with Smith and Ainſlie, went 
and opened the outer-door of the Exciſe 


Office - 
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| Office with a falſe key: That they opened 
the door to the hall with toupee irons, but 
could not get the caſhier? s door opened: 
That Smith faid a coulter would be a good 
thing to open it; but being afraid to ſtay 
longer at that time, they came away; but 
the key would not lock the outer- door a. 
gain, and they left it unlocked. The wit⸗ 
neſs concurred with Ainſlie i in every parti- 
cular reſpecting their going to Duddingſton, 
having Smith's black dog with them, drink- 
ing the porter, ſtealing the coulter from the 
plough in the field, ſecreting it in Saliſbury 
Crags, and taking it from thence in the 
duſk of the evening of the day of the rob- 
bery, and bringing it to Smith's houſe: 
That they had an appointment there that 
. evening at ſeven o'clock, and expected 
Brodie there at that hour, but he did not 
come till near eight: : That the purpoſe of 
their meeting was to go and rob the Exciſe: 
That they met in an upper room in Smith's 
houſe, and had ſome herrings, chicken, 
gin, and black cork ; which laſt he explain- 
2 e 


u. 


6630 
ed to be Bells beer: : That he bad WF ul 
die that afternoon, when he was dreſſed i in 


| igbt· coloured clothes; but, when he came 
to the ſaid meeting, he was dreſſed in black: 


| Smith's, he took a piſtol from his pocket, 


nid, of Macheath's, about turning their lead 
into gold“: That he (Mr Brodie) brought 
ſome ſmall keys with him, and a double 


hown to the witneſs; That it was agreed 
that Ainſze ſhould remain on the outſide, 
J within 


* The witneſs ſeemed to be well acquainted with 
| Macheath, but not with the Beggar's Oper 
The ! is * Matt of the Soma | 


' 


Let us 8 road. | 1 
Hark! I hear the ſound of coaches | 

The hour of attack approaches, 

To your arms brave boys and load. 

See the ball I hold. | : 

Let the chemiſts toil like aſſes, ; 
Our fire their fire ſurpaſſes, 


And turns all our lead to gold. 


That, when Brodie came into the room at 8 


ind repeated ſome words of a ſong, as he 


|;icklock, which picklock was the ſame then 
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within. the calls. with-a whiſtle, to give the 
| alarm i in caſe of danger ; and Brodie was 
_ be ſtationed within the outer-door, for 

the ſame purpole ; and that the witneſs and 
Smith were to go into the caſhier* s room; 
That they accordingly went by detached 
diviſions, Ainſlie firſt ; That the witneſs 
and Smith had crape to diſguiſe their faces, 
and Smith had a wig, but did not remem- 
ber that Brodie had any crape : That, when 
the witneſs went there, the porter was com- 
ing out, and he dogged him home; and 
his reaſon for this was, to ſee that he had 


not gone on an errand and to return: That, 


on the witneſs's return to the Exciſe Office, 
he met Brodie, who told him that Smith 
| was in the inſide, and deſired him to goin, 
which he did: That, as he paſſed, he faw 


Ainſlie at his poſt, and received from him 


the coulter, or great Samuel; and that he 
found the door open, and Smith in the in- 
fide, in the hall: That the outer-door of 
the caſhier's room was opened by Smith 
with a pair of curling izons, and the wit- 
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neſs aſſiſted bim! in prizing open the inner. 

| door with the coulter and iron crow : "That 

Smith carried the dark lanthorn; and, on 

| getting in, they opened every preſs and 

deſk in the room, either by violence, « or by 

| keys which they found there: That they 

| remained. about half-an- hour : That they 

heard fome noiſe, and cocked their piſtols, 

which v were loaded with powder and ball: 

That, when they went out, they did not 

ſee Brodie or Ainflie, and' found they were 

both gone: That they found in a deſk i in 

the caſhier's room L. 16 odd money, which 1 
they carried away with them : That! it con- 1 
filed of two five pound notes, ſix guinea 1 1 
notes, and ſome ſilver: That, on coming Bos "BY 
out, they croſſed 'over the ſtreet, went down 
Young”: 8 ſtreet, and then to Smith? 8 houſe 
by different ways: : That the witneſs heard 
no whiſtle while in the office: : That they 
left the Exciſe door unlocked, but carried 
the key with them: And being ſhown the 

| key, and alfo the coulter, i iron crow, wedges, 


curling-irons, and dark lanthorn, he iden- 
tified 
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15 96 oy 
tified: A to EY the ſame that were uſed 


15 on that occaſion : : 8 the Ainet Smith, 


E EAN ÞS 5 


| $4 And being ſhaws he. pair of piſtol 


libelled on, he ſaid they were the pair that 


Smith had at the Exciſe: That, ſoon after 
their arrival at Smith? 3 Ainſlie came in, 
and the witneſs propoſed that they, mean- 
ing himſelf and Ainſlie, ſhould go over to 


the New Town, to prevent ſuſpicion, which 


they did :—Concurred with Ainſlie as to 


what paſſed there, not only on that night, 


but the Friday evening following, reſpect· 
ing their being! in Fraſer's, purchaſing the 
ticket to Newcaſtle, changing the five 
| pound note, &c.: That, on the Friday 
evening after the bers; the witneſs was 
ſent for to Smith's: That Brodie, Smith, 
and Ainſlie, were there; and he, at that 
time, received from Brodie „4 ſome odd 
ſhillings, as his fourth ſhare of the money 
taken from the Exciſe : That, the ſame 
evening, the witneſs made a diſcovery of 


the Ty. of the Exciſe to the Procurator 
e, 


( 97 


| Fiſcal, but did / not at that time mention any 
| thing: of Brodie's concern in it“: That, 
next day, the witneſs was ſent to England, 
| to. trace ſome goods taken from Inglis and 
| Horner's ſhop; and, on his return, was 
informed that Smith had emitted a declara- 
| tion, informing of Brodie's guilt ; in con- 
| ſequence of which he Pedal had ab- 
conded. 
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On 1 examination by Mr Brodie's 
Counſel, the witneſs ſaid, that he had on a 
great coat that night, belonging to Michael 
Henderſon : That as he was going down 
to the Exciſe Office the clock ſtruck eight: 
That he was again at Smith' s houſe at nine. 


being aſked, if Brodie was preſent when 
the piſtols were loaded? he ſaid he was: 
That Brodie came to Smith's that day in 
coloured clothes, with piſtols, between din- 
ner and tea, Being aſked, If that might 
be four o'clock? he anſwered, He could 
N not 


vide note, page Bt. 


„„ 
not tell what the clock was. Was it aſter 


three o clock that afternoon? He was not 5 
certain. Was it after two? Yes; he ws BY 
certain it was :; That they eat ſome her- 1 
rings in Smith's before going to the Exciſe: vr 
That he was certain as to the ſmall piſtols "3 
that Mr Brodie. carried in his breeches im 
pocket. Being aſked, How he knew the 1 
key now produced to be the ſame that way * 
uſed in opening the Exciſe Office ? he ſaid, id 
He knew it very well; for there was not pft 
a key in five hundred like it; and he de: oy 
fied the Dean of Faculty to ſhow him ſuch Lor 
another. — Here the witneſs was rather «y 
warm, and ſaid, That there ſeemed to be an 4h 
intention to entrap him, and that he would 0 6 
not anſwer impertinent queſtions. 45 
The Dean of Faculty requeſted the Gen- ] 
tlemen of the Jury to keep in remembrance "I 
the manner in which this witneſs gave his a 


evidence, 


* Vide note on Matthew Sheriff's exculpatory e- 
yidence, | 


698 


evidence, alt the intemperate heat he had 


iſcovered. | 


The Court corrected the witneſs, by in- 
forming him, that the Counſel for the pri- 
ſoners. were entitled to put any queſtions to 
bim which they thought proper, relating to 
the crime charged: Upon which Brown 


hid, that, in giving this evidence, he had 


kid nothing b but truth, and he had rather 
ſoltened the matter, than otherwiſe, with 
regard to Mr Brodie. Upon his retiring, the 
Lord Juſtice Clerk faid to him, Brown, 
0 you ſeem to be a elever fellow, and 1 
hope you will now abandon your diſſipated 


N and follow ſome honeſt employ- 
ment.“ : 


Brown anſwered, —* My Lord, be af) 
* ſured that my future conduct ſhall make 
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The parole evidence for the Crown being 
here cloſed, the Clerk of the Court, at the 
deſire of the Counſel for the proſecution, 
proceeded to read the ſeveral declarations 
of Smith, and the letters and declaration of 
Brodie, all mentioned i in the Indictment, of 
which full and correct copies are ſubjoin- 
ed. The parts of Smith's 8 declarations 
marked with inverted commas, were not 
read in court, at the ſpecial requeſt of Mr 
Brodie” 8 Counſel, as they had no relation 
to the crime libelled ; and this the Lord 
Advocate obligingly agreed to, although 
he ſaid he had a right to have the whole 


read to the Jury. 


| Theſe parts were left out in thei e firſt edi- 
tion of this trial, for the ſame motives of 
delicacy which prevented their being read 


in court ; but, as the public are already in 
poſ- 


( 11) 
pofſſſion, of many other facts and cireum- 
| ſtances, which have no connection with the 


| trial, it was thought unneceſſary to with- 
| hold theſe declarations of Smith's. —The 


reading them in Court might have tended 


to influence the Jury againſt the priſoners ; 
but, now that the trial is over, and the pan- 
nels found guilty, the publiſhing of them 
cannot affect theſe unhappy men in the 
ſmalleſt degree, and the public were entitled 
to have their curioſity gratified. 
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Grone Snurrn, Grocer in Edinburgh, 
Taken before ARCHIBALD CoctBuRN, Thy 8 Sheriff 
Depute of the County of Edinburgh. | 


FIRST DECLARATION, 


Taken _ the 8th March 1788. 


ECLARES, That it is about a year 

and a half ſince the declarant came 

to Scotland: That he was never in it be- 
fore: That he was born at Boxford, with- 
in four miles of Newburgh, Berkſhire a 
That the declarant and his wife travelled 
| the 


(13 


tie country of England as hawkere, with a 
borſe and cart: That he brought a horſe 


t0 this country, but no cart: That, when 
he firſt came to Edinburgh, he put up at 


Michael Henderſon's, having heard his 


zouſe mentioned by travellers in England 
15 a traveller's inn: That he was taken ill 
fer his arrival in this country, and confi- 
ned for about four months in Michael 
Henderſon's, which obliged him to ſend 
for his wife to this place: That he ſent for 


oods from England, which he ſold, as al- 
ſ his horſe, in order to ſupport himſelf q 
That, ſince he came to this country, he has 


frequented Clark's in the Fleſh-market 
Cloſe, which is a gambling-houſe ; and in 


which houſe he was in uſe to meet a vari- 


ay of people, and among the reſt Andrew 


Ainſlie and John Brown: That the decla- 
rant firſt got acquainted with Ainſlie and 


Brown in Michael Henderſon's : That Ain- 
ſie gave himſelf out for a ſhoemaker ; but 
the declarant cannot tell of what profeſſion 


Brown is : That the CLUB, as it was call- 
"> 
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been doing little theſe three months paſt: 
That the declarant never played there to 


go very deep, and was never ſeen to win 


or loſe above thirty ſhillings, having never 
taken more than that ſum in his pocket a- 
longſt with him; but, upon recollection, 
thinks that he has won above thirty ſhil- 
Tings : That the declarant inclines to be- 
lieve that John Brown has rather been un- 
fortunate at the Club. Declares and ac- 
knowledges, That the declarant took a cel- 
lar in Stevenlaw's Cloſe from a woman 
whom he now ſees in the office: That the 
declarant afterwards took Ainſlie to the 
ſaid woman, and told her that this was the 
gentleman who was to poſleſs the cellar ; 
but he does not remember of calling him 
by the name of Campbell, or any other 
name: That the declarant gave the rent, 
which was ten ſhillings, to Ainſlie, who 
gave it to the woman, Declares, That the 
declarant went with Ainſlie to Mrs Clark's 
houſe in George's Square, where Ainſlie 

: be | took 


hook a ſtal a but the 1 
durant and Ainſlie remained in the kitehen, 
| nd neither of them ſaw Mrs Clark, as he 
| thinks :\ That the declarant does not recol-, 
| le& for what, purpoſe: Ainſlie ſaid it was he 
vanted to rent the ſtable: That the decla- 
nnt ſaw Ainſlie pay five ſhillings, or ſome 
ſuch ſum, as a month's rent for the ſtable 
per advance. And being interrogated, What 
| was the purpoſe of the vice which ſtands in 
| the cellar or his houſe ? declares, That he 
has had that for ſeven or eight years, and 
| that he uſed it for putting tongues in buc- 
| Kles, or any thing of that ſort; but he has 
| not uſed it ſince he came to his preſent 

| houſe : That his wife intended to have ſer 

| out this day on a. viſit to her relations in 
England; and for that purpoſe che decla- 
rant took out for her a ticket in the mail 
coach at Dryſdale s, where he changed a 
hive pound bank-note, and paid for it. De- 

= clares,. That the black dog now in the office | 
| belongs to a neighbour of his; but, from the 
alpen s giving him now and then ſome 
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1 he's to pick, he frequeat#the: eclarant's 
E * houſe, and follows him and his viſe: That 
= + the note he changed at Dryſdale 8, the | 
#2 clarant has had in his poſſeſſion . 

e two months paſt: That he got it from a 
5 ſmuggler, and it was ee Wn it | 
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| Taken at Edinburgh upon the roth to of of March 
| ow ; 


6 in ends of the e Sherif, 
Gixene Smith, formerly examined on Sa- 


turday the 8th current, after having ſent 
Bp 5 notice 
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| with him. Came to the office, and told the 

| Sheriff, that he wiſhed to have an opportu- 

| rity of making a clean breaſt, and telling 

the truth; upon which the Sheriff inform - 

ed him, That, as he, the Sheriff, knew he 

| ſtood in a very tickliſh ſituation, i it was his 

duty to let him know, that whatever he 
cold or diſcovered was not to be accepted 

of under any condition or promiſe whate- 
ſer, or that his doing ſo would operate a- 

ay thing in his favour, and that therefore 

he was at perfect freedom either to ſpeak 

out or hold his tongue, as he judged beſt, 
And the ſaid George Smith having decla- 

ted that he wiſhed to tell the truth, and 

| communicate all the guilty ſcenes in which 

| he had been concerned for ſome time paſt, 

ſince he came to the town of Edinburgh, 

he was deſired to proceed. Declares, That, 

in the end of October, or beginning of No- 

vember laſt, the declarant, in company with 

Andrew Ainflie and John Brown, whoſe 

real name is Hamphry' Moore, went to the 
FO College 
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1 5 under gate, they opened the under door 
- leading to the Library with a falſe key, 

Which b oke in the lock; and thereafter 
they broke open the door of the Library 
| with an Wen crow, and carried away the 
College mace. Declares, That the decla- 
rant has, almoſt ſince his firſt arrival in E- 
. dinburgh, been acquainted with Deacon 

William Brodie ; and he ſaw him firſt at 
. Michael Henderſon 8, where he was intro- 

duced to the declarant by one gun, u 
the time the declarant was ned in 
that houſe: That Brodie, in the courſe of 
converſation, ſuggeſted to the declarant, 
| that ſeveral” things could 'be” done in this 
5 place, if prudently managed, to great ad- 
vantage, and propoſed to the declarant that 
they ſhould lay their heads together for 
that purpoſe That, in conſequence of this 
concert, the declarant and Brodie were 
in uſe to go about together, in order to 
find out the proper” Places where B 
could 


AY % 


| Brodie; in uhr; wats) wind; the . 

| *clarant- to the College Library, where, ; 
| {having obſerved the mace- ſtandings, Bro- 
die ſaid that they muſt have it: That 


Andre Ainſlie was after wards ſent - by 


the declarant and Brodie to look at the 


Library, under pretenee of calling for 
ſome 2 3 to ſee if the mace 
| cluſpected it wat be one ww Jay i in a the Li- 
brary, and another day ſome where elſe, 

$ which! would have rendered an attempt 


z upon the Library precar ious: That Ainſ- | 


lie reported, that the mace was in the 
fame place that the declarant and Brodie 
had ſeen it; and, upon getting this re- 
port, the theft of the mace was commit- 
* ted, as hefore mentioned. Declares, That, 


ſince the mace was ſtolen, as the deelarant 
thinks, the deelarant, along with Brown 
and Ainſlie, laid a plan of breaking into 


John Tapp's houſe, and taking his mo- 
| ney: That this buſineſs was ſuggeſted, 
85 VV 
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* and cabal, by 3 ehe 


« ther being ayerſe to it ; That Brown tld 


* the declarant that he knew the key of 
a Tapp shop opened the door of bis houſe, 
* and brought it to the declaragt to lock 
bat; which, upon; ſeeing, the declarant ſaid 
© there was nothing in it; meaning by that, 
that the lock to which it belonged could 


* dingly, ſoon after this and, a8. he thinks, 
about Chriſtmas, or near to it, Brown 
kept Tapp in his ſhop drinking, and the 
« declarant and Ainſlie, ; betwixt / nine and 
ten O clock at night, opened the door of 
the houſe with a falſe key, and took out 
* of. his drawers eighteen guinea notes and 
a twenty chilling one, à ſilver watch, 
"IM ame rings, and a miniature picture of a 
: —_—_ re = ret ws the ſake 
* of the gold with which it was backed. 
a Declares, That, in the month of Auguſt 
e laſt, as he thinks, the declarant, in com- 
* pany, with William Brodie, and An- 
drew 


. * ; \ he 
0 111 '} 


| (drew-Ainſlic went 10 a ſhop in Leith, 
| «hich they broke into}? by means of two | 
| 'picklock keys; one one for the padlock, and 
another for the ſtock-lock : That the . 
iclarant and Ainſlie went into the ſhop, 
aud Brodie kept watch, to give an alarm 
in cafe of danger: That from this ſhop - 
they carried off two pair of wallets full of 
tea, which were taken from four chefts : 
| (That Ainflie was ill at this time; and 
£ {Brodie | being weakly, Ainſlie and he 
could ſcarcely manage one of the wallets, 
which obliged him to put it into an old 
? 'preſs bed, (as the declarant took it to be), 
which they found ſtanding in a ſhade, in 
'2 field adjoining to the Bonnington road 
to Leith: That it was propoſed to lodge 
'the tea in Brodie's; but he afterwards. 
i objeted to it, which was the reaſon that 
they never inquired after it more.— That, 
about two months ago, the declarant, in 
company with Andrew Ainſlie, broke 
into the ſhop of Inglis, Horner, and 
e and took therefrom a large aſ- 
* ſortment 
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 * ſhop, as the goods there were very rich 
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9 fortment of valuable good hoſes of 
e ſilks and cambricks: That the ſilks were 
© moſtly black, excepting two Pieces, a Piece 
* of plain white fattin, : a piece of variegated 

5 ditto, and a lead- coloured ſilk, in quan- 
U tity about ten yards, which. Brown gave 
to a girl, an acquaintance of his, of the 
« name of Johnſton: That the filks were all 
© ſent to England, except the ſilk before 
© mentioned, a piece of black filk of about 
* two yards and a quarter, in two odd bits, 
which the declarant gave to his wife to 
make a cloak to her child; and about 
twelve yards and a half of thick tweeld 
* black ſilk for gentlemens veſts and breeches, 
and two yards and a half of black floren- 
« tine ſattin, with about ſix yards of cam- 
© brick : That Brodie ſuggeſted to the de- 
* clarant the doing of Inglis and. Horner's 


* and valuable, and a ſmall bulk of them 
3 carried off would amount to a large ſum. 
That Brodie and the declarant went fre- 


"any: to try the pad and Rock lock of 
= (> * Inglis 


Ens) 


{Inglis and Horner's ſhop, and they did 6 
moſt commonly on the Sunday forenoon, 
hen the people were in church: That 
the padlock was of a difficult conſtrue 
tion, and was opened at laſt by a key of 
' the declarant' s own making : That Bros 


die made one that did it alſo; and he, : 


on one occaſion, went by himſelf with his 
key, and unlocked the padlock,” but could 
not lock 1 it again; upon which he came 
to the declarant, and told him what: he 


dad done, which he did alſo to Ainſlie | 


and Brown: That they were all very an- 
igry with him, and ſaid, that he had more 
than likely - ſpoilt the place after all the 


| trouble they. had been about ; but Brodie 
' told them he hoped not, as he had fixed 


the padlock with a bit ſtick, in a way that 
'it would not be diſcovered ; and, upon 

looking at the place afterwards, which they 
12 2 they found the lock to be juſt as ut 

Declares, That, on Wedneſday even- 


ing, * 5th inſtant, the declarant, along with 
P _ William 
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William Brodie, Jotin'B Brown, and Andrew 


Ainlie, between the hours of eight and te 


o'clock at night, broke into the Exciſe Of- 
| fee, and carried off from that about fixteen 
pounds, conſiſting of two five pound notes, 
four guinea notes, one twenty ſhilling note, 


| and about ſeventeen ſhillings and ſixpence 


in filver : That tfiis money was divided a- 
mong them, and Brodie received his ſhare: 
That Brodie firſt planned the Exciſe Office, 
and repeatedly carried the declarant there, 
under pretence of calling for Mr Corbett 
from Stirling, and other people, in order 
to learn the ſituation of the place; and, 
on one of theſe occaſions, the declarant ob- 
ſerved the key of the outer-door hang up- 
on a nail near by it, and, without taking it 
down, he clapped ſome potty upon it, and 
carried away the wards : That Btodie took 
a drawing of the wards of the key, which 
the declarant thinks he has in his poſſeſſion: 
That Brodie told the declarant how to get 
| into the caſhier's deſk, and where the mo- 
ney lay, which was in two places; and, 
| in 


4 3a 2 


in each of theſe places ſome money was 


{nt when Mr Corbett from Stirling, who 


he caſhier's office : That, when they broke 
into the Exciſe Office, the outer- door was 


opened by a key which the declarant had 


fled from the pattern above mentioned: 
That the plan of accompliſhing this buſineſs 
5 was as follows; Ainſlie was to keep on 


I the outlige of the Office, hanging over the 


paliſadoes, in the entry, with a whiſtle of 


ivory, which ,was purchaſed by Brodie the 
night before, with which, if the man be- 


longing to the Exciſe came, he was to give 
one whiſtle, and, if any ſerious alarm was 
perceived, he was to give three whiſtles, 
and then make the beſt of his way to the 
Exciſe gardens i in the Canqngate, in order 
to aſſiſt the declarant, Brodie, and Brown, 
io get out at the back window of the hall, 
it being determined, in caſe of ſurpriſe, to 
bolt rhe outer-door on the inſide, and make 
| | the 


found: That Brodie came to the know 
ledge « of theſe circumſtances, by being pre- 


B; a connection of Brodie's, drew money at 
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the beſt of Welt way by 1 the Sits | That 
| Ainſlie was armed only with a ftick, which 
he left ſomewhere in the court; and which 
ſtick was purchaſed by the declarant : That 


| Brodie had a brace of piſtols, the declarant 


a brace and a half, and Brown a brace, 
which the declarant borrowed from Michael 
Henderſon: That thefe arms were all loaded 
with double balls, as they were determined 
not to be taken, whatever ſhould be the con- 
fequence: ThatthedeclarantandBrown were 
told afterwards by Brodie and Ainſlie, that 
a perſon had come running down the court, 
and gone in at the outer-door, and up 
ſtairs: That, upon this, Ainſlie had given 
the alarm by a whiſtle, as was agreed up- 
on, and made the beſt of his way; bur 
none of them in the inſide heard the 
whiſtle ; at leaſt neither Brown nor the 
declarant did, and Brodie ſaid he did not: 
That, when the door opened, Brodie was 
ftanding behind it; and, upon the perſon's 
running up ſtairs, Brodie made off: That 


the declarant and Brown, when in the ca- 
1 ſhier's 


2 
LA) 


. FIT } 
0 ity 


wer 8 room, heard the outer· door open; 3 
but, truſting to Brodie's being at the door, 


and ſtaunch, they did not mind it: That 
the declarant and Brown, when coming 
out of the caſhier's office, heard a perſon 
coming haftily down ſtairs, which made 
them ſtop, or they muſt have met him: 
That, upon this, the declarant faid to 


Brown, Here muft be treachery ; get out your 


| piſtols, and cock them; which they did ac- 
cordingly : That, upon coming to the ou- 


ter- door, they found it ſhut ; the declarant 
and Brown having ſeen the perſon that 
eame down ſtairs ſmaſh the door after him 
when he went away: That the declarant 
and Brown went down into Young' s-ſtreet, 
where Brown gave the declarant a ſmall 
crow, with ſome wedges, and a ſhirt; alſo 
a large chiſſel: That the chiſſel and ſhirt 
were given to Brodie afterwards, with the 


bank-notes, the declarant's dark lanthorn, 


and two bottles, which they had carried 
from the Exciſe Office, and took for wine: 
That the key with which the outer-door 


was 
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was opened, the crow, a pair of curling WW th 
irons, with which the outer-door of the WW 
caſhier's room was opened, were all hid by af 
the declarant in a wall between the Ear- ba 
then Mound and the North Bridge : That, Wl ge 
in virtue of repeated obſervations, it was a 
_ diſcovered that two men watched the Ex- ol 
ciſe Office, time about; and Ainſlie and ed 
Brown found out, that, from eight to ten 1 

_ o'clock at night, there was commonly no th 
man in the Exciſe Office, which was the 78 
reaſon of the thing being done at chat f 
time: That it was concerted by Brodie, in "= 
caſe of interruption, by the man coming Fr 
into the Office before the buſineſs was bk 
accompliſhed, to conceal themſelves quietly * 
until he was gone to reſt, and then to ſe- m 
cure him; and they were, if this happened, 'B 
to perſonate ſmugglers, who came in ſearch ta 
of their property that had been ſeized; 4 
and the declarant had a wig of Brodie's Wil « £; 
father's in his pocket, in order to diſguiſe de 
himſelf: That the wig and ſcarf, and ſmall Th 
W. 


wedges, were left in the ſecond arch from 
ay; . 


0 
the fouth of che North Bridge: That the 
| frarf was within the wig: That Brodie, 


a _ 
* >. 


bad on black cloaths, went home and chan- 
ged them to his ordinary dreſs, of a marbled 
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| ed him changing his dreſs in ſuch a hurry : 
That there is in Brodie's houſe a horſe- 


Fa very large, remarkable key, which Ain- 
*flie and Brodie ftole from the Abbey 

hen chere Was a ſale there: That Bro- 
' (die has a parcel of keys, of different ſorts, 
which he has been altering, and, among 
them, is the key which he made for 
' Inglis and Horner's padlock : That, in 
Brodie's bed- room, there is a cheſt con- 


' taining a falſe till, in which the de- 


' clarant inclines to think ſome of Brodie's 
falſe dice, and other things leading to a 
detection of his guilt, may be found: 
That the College mace and Tapp's watch 


were ſent to Cheſterfield, under the di- 
© retion 


| after having been in the Exciſe, where he 


colour, and a round hat: That Brodie 
told the declarant, that his ſiſter had remark- 


'piſtol belonging to the declarant, as alſo 
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1 * xeon of William Ward, at William Cow. 
15 ey ks. Bird i in hand, Cheſterfield, Derby. 
« * ſhire; to which place, and at which time, 
* the rings taken from Tapp, and the gold 
« from the miniature picture, were alſo ſent: 
1 « „That a private letter was wrote by Brown, 
=o | Das he thinks, to. one Taſker, formerly of 
ET 1 this place, a and whoſe real name is Murray, 
| * a man of had character; Which letter had 
no name at it but only a G. and 8. and 
4 ſtroke for each of the 8 letters in 
© the declarant' s name: That the pocket 
4 * book taken from Tapp' J with the money, 


0 


| ME 

$ © was thrown by Ainſlie and the declarant ; . 

| into a deep piece of water to the ſouth of 5 
the Meadows: 'f That the goods taken 41 

| c from Inglis and Horner 8 ſhop. were ſent T 

| « to Cheſterfield j in trunks, one of which T 

| © was purchaſed by. the declarant, and an- tc 

| © other. by Ainſlie : That the declarant oF 
Ws : knows the places where they were pur- 7 
| . * chaſed, and will point them out: That 11 
; „the firſt trunk went from this by the Ber- 5 
wick carriers three weeks ago on Wed- . 


neſday 


4 2 „ 
au nent: That the e re- 
moved from a cellar, i in which they were 
| originally put, in Stevenlaw s eloſe; taken 
| for the purpoſe; notwithſtanding of what 
was faid by the declarant in his declara- 
| (tion of Saturday laſt : That Ainſlie went 

and brought a porter from the ſtreet, who 
received the goods from the declarant'and 
| Ainſlie half way or more up Burnet's 

' cloſe, where Brown and Ainſlie lodged, 
near the bottom 1 That the porter had no 
ereel, but only ropes, with which he tied 
the trunk upon his baek; and Ainſlie fol- 
lowed him, and ſaw him earry and deli- 
ver it to the Berwick carrier's quarters, 
for which he received ſixpence: That the 
ſeeond pareel of the above goods were 
ſent under the direction of Elizabeth Scott 

' or Sprott, at William Cowley's, Bird in 
hand, Cheſterfield ; and the reaſon of put - 
og! this was, becauſe the initials of her 
' name were upon the top of the trunk: 
' That no letter was wrote to Taſker or 
Murray about the laſt parcel of goods, as | 
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"LE Ahe declarant's vibe was 0 wa det mis 
von Saturday laſt; and the declarant told 
er be bad ſome. goods for her dif: | 
+ poſe of at Cheſterfield; but the knew no- 
© thing how the goods were obtained, and 
. Bre innocent of any participation 
er knowledge of his crimes,” Declares, | 
That Brodie brought with him to the de- 
clarant's heuſe, a day before, as he thinks, 
the Exciſe: was robbed; à coil of ropes, 
new, which he either had in his poſſeſſion, 
or muſt have bought; as alfo a-ſtrong ehiſ. 
ſel le: 4 brafs virral, and two pieces of 
wax taper > That the braſs chiſſel is, as the 
Fran believes, now in Brodie's ſhop or 
houſe : That the ebulter with which the 
inner- door of the Exciſe Office was broke 
open, and two iron wedges, were taken 
from a plough, by Brown and Ainſſie, near 
to Duddingſton, as they ſaid, the Friday 
before; and the declarant makes no doubt 
but a black dog, Rodney, ' might be with 
them; which uſed to follow the deelarant 
and them: That the — * wedges 


Were 


% 
vere left in the caſhier's office, and were 


| concealed in Saliſbury Crags from the time 
| the coulter was taken away, to the time the 
| Exciſe Office was broke: This he declares 
io be truth. And further declares, That 


| the ropes brought by Brodie, as before 


mentioned, are in the declarant's houſe; 
3s alſo a vice and files, and a babs -w, F 


with which the declarant uſed to make and 
alter keys: That the ſaw the declarant got 


from Brodie about five or ſix months ago: 


That the declarant, before this, bought a 


faw, with a pair of large piticers, at a hard- 


ware ſhop below Peter Forreſter's, on the 


High Street; and the declarant inclines to 


think that Brodie bought his ſaw at the 


fame place: That in the declarant's drawer, 


along with the ſaid ſaw and files, there will 
alſo be found a key-hole ſaw, which was 
| bought and given to the declarant by Bro- 


die, Declares, That the declaration emit- 


ted by him on Saturday laſt, ſo far as in- 
conſiftent with the preſent, is not true. 
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Taken at — th 19%. ty ame 1788, 


1 8 chat the ſmall crow, the falls 
key, and the curling tongs, now ſhown ta 


| him, are the ſame that were found by the F- 


declarant, William Middleton, A, Williams 
ſon, and J. Murray, in an old dyke, on the 
ſixteenth inſtant; and the label annexed to 
1 them 1 is ſigned by the declarant, as relative 
hereto, of this date. Declares, That the 
ſaid crow was carried to the Exciſe Office 
for the purpoſe of opening the deſks in the 
caſhier's room : That the ſaid falſe key is 
the one that opened the outer-door of the 
Exciſe; and the curling tongs were ſquared 
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( 125) 


i the ons by the declarant, and baker to 
be Exciſe for the purpoſe of opening the 
bring - catch of the outer - door of the 
| caſhier's room, which it did. And being 
hown a coulter and two wedges, declares, 
That he believes they are the ſame that 
vere uſed in forcing open the inner-door 
of the caſhier's room in the Exciſe, and 
vere left there. And being alſo ſhown a 
ſpur, with the upper leather at it, declares, 
That it belonged to William Brodie; and 
the declarant tore the end of the leather, 
in order that it might appear, when found, 
to have dropped from the foot, by its be- 
ing torn; by accident by the buckle : That 
| Brodie brought the ſaid ſpur to the decla- 
rant's houſe, and from thence it was taken 
to the Exciſe Office, on purpoſe that it 
might be left there, to make it believed it 
lad been done by ſome perſon on horſe- 
back: That the ſpur was left in the Exciſe 
Office by John Brown, as the declarant was 
told by him, upon the declarant's queſtion- 
ing him i: he had done it; and the label 
Fo annexed 
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, annexed be ſpur is ſigned ids | 
rant, as relative hereto, of this date. Aud 
being ſhown a parcel of ropes which the 
declarant is now told were found in his 
doubt but that. they are the ſame ropes 
| which were brought to the declarant's 
' houſe by Brodie, and, after being knotted 
rn into a ladder, were carried to the Exciſe by 

the declarant, brought from thence by him, 
and unknotted again in the declarant's 
houſe, in which caſe he now ſees they are. 
And being ſhown u picklock, which the 
 declarant is informed was found in William 
Brodie's counting-room in the ſhop, de- 

, clarey, That it is the ſame which William 
Brodie gave to the declarant in his own 
houſe before they went to the Exciſe, and 
which Brodie wanted to faſten with ſome | 
nails, as the handle of it went round when 
the picklock was much preſſed. Declares, 
That the declarant carried chat picklock to 
the Exciſe Office, and, after they had left 

+ it, it was returned by the declarant to Bro» 
| die, 
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 farf, and wedges, were left, as mentioned 


| aſe, with'a lid to it, the eaſe full of potty; 
' {eclares, That it was found; as the deela- 
it thinks, in Mr Brodie's drawers, by the 


had often feen the faid caſe, with potty in 
the decfarant's houſe - and the declarant 
proved of Brodie's keeping the potty in 

nd the faid cafe and potty having now a 
| abel annexed to it, the ſame is figned by 
late. And being fhown a five pound note, 


lhe declarant carried to Dryſdale's, and 
changed 
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ridge, Where Brodie's father's wig, the 


| in the declaration of the tenth inſtunt; and 


| of this date; And being ſhown 'a black 


ky the tenth inſtant; That the declarant 
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| it, before, in Brodie's poſſeſſion, when in 


— 


+caſe, as the lid prevented an impreſſion 
of a key, when taken, from being defaced ; 


the declarant, as relative hereto, of this 


leelares it is the ſame five pound note which 
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taken from the: Exciſe, they being both of 
the Glaſgow Bank; but the other five pound 
note was not ornamented with the ſame co. 
lour with the one now ſhown to him: That 
the notes were paſted on the back by Bro- 
die; and the one now produced is ſigned 
by the declarant on the back, as relative 
hereto, of this date. And being ſhown a 
parcel of keys, declares, That they are the 
ſame which were pointed out by the de- 
clarant concealed in Saliſbury Crags, on the' 
ſixteenth, inſtant, to William Middleton, 
Alexander Williamſon, and James Murray; 
and the label annexed to them is ſigned by 
the declarant, as relative hereto, of this date. 
Declares, That, among this parcel, there 
is the falſe key which opened the outer 
*door of | Inglis and Horner's ſhop, to 
"es the een now ſees e an- 


„ 


; ow hereto, of this date. And being 
: 0 e ſhown 


— 


brought by. the declarant from Sheffield, 
ind given to Brodie; the reaſon of which 
uns for fear it ſhould be found i in the de- 


rered in Brodie's. Declares, That the head 
and ſtalks of .two keys in the ſaid parcel 


vere intended to be finiſhed for the pur- 
pole of opening the ſpring latch of the 


uter- door of the caſhier” s. room. in the. 
Exciſe Office: gd That a falſe key in ſaid 


'the purpoſe. « of opening the door of the 


'Edinburgh ; and to the ſaid double clank,. 

the heads and ſtalks of two keys for. the 
'Chamberlain's Room, the declarant ſees. 
labels annexed, of this date, and are ſign- 
ed by the declarant as relative hereto. 
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e of 8 which were found | 
by. the int and. George Williamſon 

| pon * 10th eurrent, declares, - That, the 
double clank among the ſaid parcel was 
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carant' s poſſeſſion, and thereby create ſu- 
hicion 3. but it was not likely to be diſco- | 


were cut from old keys by Brodie, and : 


'parcel, finiſhed, was made by Brodie for 


Chamberlain J caſh- room of the city of | 
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b The declarant and Brodie had frequetitly 
been at the door of the Chamdberlain's 
1 Office, in order to take the impreſſion of 
« the key hole; : That Brodie thewed the 


* declarant the Lad key after it was made; 35 
# and Brodie told "the declaratit that it did 1 
L not anſwer,” And being ſhoven two par- | 1 

cels of keys, with labels annexed to them, 9 
and two pieces of black ſtockings, declates 7 
That they are the property of the decla- i * 
rant, and were coneealed by him In Salif- & 
bury Crags ; and the labels annexed to ö , 
them are ſigned by the declarant and She- | 


riff as relative hereto, of this date. And 
| being ſhown two trunks, declares, That 
they are the ſame two trunks that were 
purchaſed by the declarant and Andrew | 
- Ainflie : : That the round one was purcha- a 
ſed by the declarant from a man oppo- 
ſite to Todrick's wynd, whom he ſaw this 
day in the office, for which the declarant 
Paid three ſhillings ; and the other was 
purchafed by Ainſlie from a man nearly 
oppoſite to Richardſon's the ſmith, in the 


140 „ 
Gg : That he declarant firſt bargaitis 


ſhillings and fixpence, 'or fix ſhillings : 


'Horner's ſhop were put into the ſaid two 
'trunks; ſent te the ſaid Betwiek carrier's 
(quarters, and to the Newcaſtle waggon- 
es, 28 mentioned in his former declara- 


trunk is, as he believes, of the hand- wri- 
ung of Ainſlie; and the direction upon 

'the other of the hand- writing of Brown, 
of which he is certain. 


for it himſelf; but the declarant after- 
wards ſent Ainſlie, who bought i it for five 


That the goods taken from Inglis and 


tion: That the direction on the round 
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GEORGE, SMITH, 


Taken before the Shar, at Edinburgh, 4 15 
1 July 1788. ; 


Declares, That, ol the roth of March 
laſt, the declarant was carried to Brodie's 
yard and work- ſhop, by Alexander and 
George Williamſon's, in order to point out 
a place where it was ſuppoſed ſome falſe 
keys, which Mr Brodie had, were hid: 
That, in the under work- ſhop, and in the 
bottom of a vent which was uſed as a fire- 
place for melting the glue, the declarant, 
when digging for the falſe key, found, a 
little under ground, a pair of piſtols, wrap- 
ped in a piece of green cloth, which the 


ſaid Alexander and George Williamſon's 
took 


1 
1411 } 


WW took into cuſtody, and is 5 4 


the ſaid piſtols and piece of green cloth yeſ- 
erday in the Sheriff-clerk's 
knew them to be the ſame that were found 
if above ; 3 and the reaſon of the declarant's 
towing them was, that he had theſe piſ- 


krable time; and the declarant had the 
kid piſtols. with him when the Exciſe Of- 
be was broke i into on the evening of the 


ame evening, after breaking i into the Ex- 
ele Office, the declarant delivered the pif- 
tols to Mr Brodie, being afraid of taking 
them to the declarant's houſe in caſe of a 


arch. This, &. 


if.clerk's office: That the declarant ſar 


office, and 


uls in loan from Mr Brodie for a conſi- 


fifth of March laſt. Declares, That the 
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cory FR LETTER from \ Willam 
| Brodie, under the 1 name Ca John Dixon, 
to Mr Mathew . U Tpho erer in 
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by Fluſhing, TO ROS 1788, 12 & click forenoes, | þ 
My dear Friend, ; 
Sunday the 23d ul. I went on beard a a 
ſhip cleared out for Leith, but, by a private a 
bargain with the Captain, was to be landed b 
at Oftend, I have been on board ever ſince ; | 
the 23d. Moſt of the time we lay aground p 
a little below Graveſend, owing to thick u 
weather and croſs wind. We are obliged e! 
to land here; but this afternoon I will ſet a 
off, by, water, for Bruges, and then for x 
Oftend, (ſo I begin my travels where moſt i 
gentlemen leave them off,) where [I ſhall c 


remain, 


( 


— for Tome time at leaſt; until I hear 


tum Mr Walker; and, indeed, I will re- 
quite three weeks to recruit; for I have 
ſuffered more frpm my ſore throat than 
fuficirmt to depreſs. the ſpirits of moſt men 
There ws for twenty days I did not ear 


ten ounces of ſolid meat; but thank God 1 
in now in 3 fair way. My deck is ſeven 


guineas; but by I'reach to Oſtend will be 
reduced to leſs than fix.» My wardrobe is 
| and two- white ones, one of them an old 
ng 1 had from my coufin , with 


an old hat {which 1 left behind), my coat 


an old blue one, out at the arms and el- 
bows, I alſo had from him, with an old 
firiped waiſteoat, and a pair of good boots. 
Perhaps my couſin jud ged right, that old 
things were beſt for my purpoſe. How- 
ever, no reflections: He is my: couſin, and 
2 good prudent lad, and ſhowed great an- 
xiety for my ſafety; rather too anxious, 
for he would not let me take my black 
t with me, nor Mr *****'; great coat, 
| which 
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whit makes me che worſe / of at preſent; 
but 1 could not entract one guinea from 
him, although he owes me twenty-four 
| pounds for three years: paſt. He turned 
me over to Mr Walker, ho ſupplied me 
with twelve guineas. He is a gentleman 
I owe much to. I wiſh I may ever have 
it in my power to ſhow my gratitude to 
him and Mr ann,. Had T*###®.been'in 
my place, and me in his, my purſe, my 
eredit, and my wardrobe; my all, ſhould 
| have: been at his diſpoſal. However, let 
not this 80 farther, leſt it ſhould have an 
appearance of reflection upon a worthy 
5 man. He cannot help his natural n 


x. | * 


| ' 6 | & : 
114; nn FI * 11 132.1 1 3 


I would have: wrote to Mr — _— 
for certain reaſons, I believe it is not pro- 
per at preſent. Pleaſe to communicate this 
to him, And I beg that every thing may 
be ſent to me that you, Mr ***###, and my 
ſiſters, may-tHink uſeful to me, either in 
wearing apparel, tools, or even à {mall af- 
A of braſs and iron Work. Pleaſe 
\ 1 ſend 


: J "2 
. " hs : ry *. 


F 


«+ 437 * 1 ö 7 i 
and my, quadrant- and ſpirit level: They A 
ie ip 2 triangular box in my old bed-room. 
My braſs caſed meaſuring line, and three 
they will ſave my neckcloths. If my ſiſter 
pleaſes to ſend me ſome hand towels, they Z 
will be ſerviceable to mes. mA I weer 
houſe or a , 1 


11058 3 1 of Mr 111 that 
my remittances be as liberal as poſſible; 
for without money I can make but a poor 
ſhift; — for, you muſt think, my days for 
hard labour is near expiring, although, 
with my conſtitution, I may be able to car- 
ry on buſineſs for many years, and . 
with ſuccels.. | 


I have not yet received the trunk with . 
my ſhirts and ſtockings, but will write Mr | | 1 
Walker to forward it to Oſtend, where I 0 
will be under the neceſſity of buying ſome 
things. And I hope by the time J come 
| | _— to 


6138) 


do New Yotk I will have ſome things wait. 
ing me there. Whether it is beſt to ſend 


them by the Clyde or Thames, you and 

Mr **#** will judge beſt. And I hope to 0 

have a long letter from each of you, and 

"2 one from my ſiſter ##### , and your's will il / 

920 inelude your wife's. They may be put in 
with my things, and any other letters my 
friends are pleaſed to ſend. Direct for Mr 
a Dixon, to the care of the Rev. Mr 
Maſon, at New York. I am not 0 

ſure of ſettling there; bat _ make for i is 

as "nou as I can, e eat Je 

| JC 

I have no more time, the boar juft going ls 

off for Bruges or Oftend. 1 am, 

Dear Sir, # 


© Your 8 for erer, 


(Signed) Jobs Dixon: 1 


Wrote on the back thus: 1 
Let my name and deſtination be a pro- 3 
W 


found ſecret, for fear of bad conſequences, 
C 0 PIES 
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Brodie to Michael ende on 


e es k 


Dear Michael, | 


M's ee this opportunity of writing 
you; and 1 make no doubt but it will give 
you, Mrs Henderſon, and a few others, ſa- 
tisfaction to hear that I am well, 


Were I to write you all that has happen- 

ed to me, and the hair-breadth eſcapes I 

made from a well- ſcented pack of blood- 
hounds, it would make a ſmall volume. 


arrived in London Wedneſday the 12th, 


« Wo. houſe 


on One Sheet of Paper, from William 


I left Edinburgh Sunday the gth, and 


where 1 remained ſnug and ſafe in the 
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houſe of an old labile friend until Sunday 
it in my power to reward her ſufficiently), 


excepting the ſcar under my eye, I think 


Mr Williamſon twice; but, although coun- 


K 14⁰ * 


23d March, (whoſe care for me I ſhall ne- 
ver forget, and only wiſh I may ever have 


within 500 yards of Bow-ſtreet. I did not 


keep the houſe all this time, Ms 
you could not have rapt & to me. I faw 


trymen commonly ſhake hands when they 


meet from home, yet 1 did not chooſe to d 
make ſo free with him, notwithſtanding he Wi r7 
brought a letter to me: He is a clever man, Is 
and I give him credit for his eenduct. an 
, e TEE Tit e 20 nc 

My female gave me great uneaſineſs, by WW nc 
introducing a ſaſb man to me, but ſhe aſ- me 
ſured me he was a true man, and he proved Wl 1: 
himſelf ſo, notwithſtanding the great re- vo 
ward, and was uſeful to me. I ſaw my WM fir 


Picture 


* This 3 is Shar" is called Ha 5 language and means : 
wore to me. - ſer 
. an 


— 


(). 
picture * fix hours before, exhibited to pu- 
blic view; and my intelligence of what was 


ever I had in Edinburgh. I left London 
on Sunday 23d March, and, from that day 
to this preſent moment, that I am now wri- 


life agrees vaſtly well with me. It is im- 


addreſs, but I beg you will write me, or 
dictate a letter to Thom, and let it be a ve- 


is likely to become of poor Ainſlie, Smith, 
and his wife; I hope that neither you, 
nor any of your connections, has been in- 


men, or by that deſigning villain Brown; 
I make no doubt but he is now in high fa+ 
vour with Mr Cockburn, for I can ſee ſome 
ſtrokes of his pencil in my portrait. May 

he 


: 


ſerted in all the Edinburgh and London Newſpapers, 
and was very minute and particular. 


doing at Bow-ſtreet. office, was as good as 


ting, have lived on board a ſhip; which 


poſſible. for me at preſent to give you my 


. * * - 
7 IR MES - In OS Eo i 2 bf i 3 - -n =. nt 72 _ a —_ _— a RE - — . - 4 - . 7 
3 a ß TTT 1 r 1 — — 5 — : * 8 
: r — — — 2 7 2 = 2 . ISI +: . — — — Ä— 2 
= ES YE 323 SIS 54 — ——— AS IE ä $5 . H - * r — on Ds \ a 
= *< EF an” 8 8 . < . = XL: 2-7 2 2 g — r 3 — Fe 


og ne na 
9 — Bs. 
— LECT bet ©. E — 


ry long one, giving me an account of what 


nocently involved by thoſe unfortunate | 


* This means the deſcription of him which was in- 
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God forgive him for all DR rimes | 
falſehoods. I hope in a ſhort time 3 


in Edinburgh, and confute perſonally ma- 


mi 
and others. Write me how the main went; I. 
how you came on in it; if my black cock ill © 
fought and gained, &c, &c. As I can give W 
you no direction how to write me, you'll ſo 
pleaſe ſeal your letter, give it to Robert m 
Smith, and he will deliver it to my ſiſter, be 
who will take care that it be conveyed ſafe it 
to me, wherever I may happen to be at the 
time; for I will give ſuch directions, that 
every thing that is ſent me ſhall be forward- 
ed from place to place, until. it come to 
my hand. I have lived now eighteen days G 
on board of ſhip, and in good health and 5 
ſpirits, although very bad when I came on W :. 
board, having my tongue and throat in one q 
ulcer, not a bit of ſkin upon either, and N 
the medicine I took in my friend's, and by n 
her direQion, (for ſhe is one of experience), a 
juſt beginning to operate; but I found it 6 


neceſſary, at all events, to remove ; fol 
under- 


60 * 


daderwent a — ſalivation on board 

ſhip. During all my trials ſince I left E. 

liaburgh, my ſpirits, nor my preſence of 

mind, never once forſook me; for which 
[ have reaſon to be thankful. My beſt. 
compliments to Mrs Henderſon ; and I 

will order payment of the two guineas as 

bon as 1 have accounts from the gentle- 

nan 1 have intruſted wth my affairs ; let 
her not be anxious about it, for, if I live, 

it ſhall be paid. Dear Michael. 


WS n= ern, rc,yq mm oh. - 
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Dear Michael, I 


1 am very uneaſy on account of Mrs 
Grant and my three children by her ; they 
will miſs me more than any other in Scot- 
land; may God, in his infinite goodneſs, 
ir up ſome friendly aid for their ſupport ; 
for it is not in my power at preſent to give 
wem the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance ; yet I think 
0 they will not abſolutely ſtarve in a Chriſ- 
daa land, where their father once had 

friends, 


Me 1 4 


tine and who was A liberal to th 
aaa MT 

. beg Sow: will order the ineloſed to be 
delivered into her own hand; and I will 
take it kind if Mrs Henderſon will ſend for 
| her, and give her good advice. I wiſh ſhe 

may be enabled to keep what little urn 
ture ſhe has TOS. 2» 


: 1 think be mould endeavour | to o get her 
youngeſt daughter Jean ſent to Aberdeen 
to her friends, where ſhe will be well 
brought up, and I will order an yearly 
board to be paid for her, perhaps ſix 
pounds per annum; it will be an eaſe to 
Mrs Grant, and better for the child. My 
eldeſt daughter Cecill ſhould be put ap- 
prentice to the milliner or mantua- making 
buſineſs; but I wiſh ſhe could learn a lit- 
tle writing and arithmetic firſt. = J wiſh to 
God ſome of my friends would take ſome 
charge of Cecill; ſhe is a fine ſenſible girl, 


conſidering the lntle opportunity ſhe has 
bad 


(x 145 ) RE 
bad for i improvement. 1 have been 8 ow 
eighteen days on board, and expect to 
land ſomewhere to-morrow. The ſhip 

| tolls a good deal, and it is with ſome diffi 
culty L get this wrote, and my paper being 
exhauſted, I ſhall conclude this epiſtle. 
Pleale make my compliments to Mr Clark, 4 
and a few other friends, and, in particular, 

to Mr B***#***, tell him I glimed the 

ſerrve * T had of him. He is a gentleman 
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I have a great regard for. Pray do not 
forget writing me a long letter, I am, 
Dear Michael, 
For ever your's, 
Pray do not ſhow this ſcroll to any but 
your wife, 
53 e 9 
Wl 
| | ee 
| 4 15 1 „ i 
E 3 fee | _ 
* This is another ſpecimen of the #a/þ language, of e 
Aang. And glimed the ſcrive means burned the letter. 1 | 1 
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ACOPY ofaLETTER er unſigned 


Scroll, in the Band. vuriting of William ble 
Brodie, and founded on in the Indicl. * 
ment, marked No. L i 

| My dear 8 , I 
. | tt 
By ſhort infiructions Kut me when I left r 
London, vhich I think were drawn up in my w 
couſin ******'4 hand, I was forbid writing ay 
to any one in Britain, Mr Walker except- ge 
ed, for a year or two; but this order, if n 
neceſſary, I find it not eaſy for me to com- to 
ply with ; for I muſt correſpond with my cl 
friends in whatever part of the globe | of 
am, and I hope they will do ſo with me, di 
and write them when an opportunity of- pl 


fers. I have gone through much, in every 
ſenſe of the word. 


(97 ) 
in wrote Mr Walker from. this. the 8 


current. I received an anſwer the 18th, 8 
and wrote again the 23d current; and, 


| upon receiving his next, I hope to be ena- 
| bled to embark in the firſt ſhip for Ameri- 
| ca, to whatever port ſhe is bound, which 
will probably be Charleſtown, South Caro- 


ina, as there is a ſhip lying to for that 


port; and, notwithſtanding the climate is 
very hot, and not ſo ſalutary to Britiſh con- 
ſtitutions, eſpecially at the time I will ar- 
riye, which will be about the dog-days. [ 
will ſettle there, if I think I can do better 


than at Philadelphia or New York, Lon- 


gevity to me is now no object; but, at any 
rate, I will be at New York; and ! hope 
to find there letters, and, if poſſible, ſome 


clothes and tools, otherwiſe I will be badly 


off indeed, It grieves me to hear my ere- 
ditors were ſo rigorous haſty, but well 
pleaſed on hearing the deed and conveyance 
had the proper effect. I hope all my cre- 
ditors will be paid, and a reverſion, which 
can be no object to the Crown. Were an 


appli- 
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; application made to the Solicitor, and, if 


needful, a ſupplication, i in my name, to his 
mother, and uncle the Treaſurer, perhaps it 
might be a means either, of quieting or get- 


ting eaſier through the threatened ſuit with 


the Crown ; but this is only my idea. At 
any rate, if my clothes and tools muſt go 
to ſale, a proper aſſortment of tools, put 
into my beſt cheſt, might be put up in one 
lot, and my wearing apparel and linens 


. another lot: They are worth more to 


me than any one; and, [ think, few i in E- 
dinburgh will bid for them, if known they 
are deſigned for me ; but if any one bids 
their value, in God's name let them have 
them, otherwiſe I hope they will be bought 
for me. I with it were poſſible for me to 
know, before I left this, if I might expect 
them at New York ; if otherwiſe, I will be 
under an abſolute Sen of laying out 
what little money may remain, after pay- 
ing my paſſage, and clearing my board and 
lodging here, to my laſt Hhilling, and buy- 


ing a few neceſſaries, otherwiſe I will land 


almoſt 
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almoſt naked ; and, if poſſible, to reach a. 
few tools, both of which, I am informed, 
are L. 50 per cent. dearer in America than 
here. I received from Mr Walker, in all, 
L. 12: 16: o, and he would pay Os 
for three days 1 flept in Mr - 


landlord, and not a ſtiver in my pocket for 
four days e This i is the ae iran 


was ever iti, | {A COLE SUE LS: 47 


I beg I may Keefe you when at New 
Vork; and, if directed to Mr John Dixon, 
to the care of the Reverend Dr Maſon, I 


-A 
44 


ther name there to deſire \ you to direct to); 

for 1 will certainly call there, whatever 
part I land or ſettle” in, in expectation of 
letters, and; in particular, a long letter from 
you, in which, pleaſe anſwer the following 
queſtions without reſerve. I am prepared 
to hear the worſt. How does my dear 
ſiſters keep their health? I hope the ſhock 


| not 


1 
am, at preſent, two guineas in debt to my 
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will certainly receive it, (as I know no o- 
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of my departure, and what followed, has 
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not a es, 1 them in health. How 
did they ſtand it? Where does my ſiſter 
ves live? I hope there | is no alteration 

in Mr Sheriff's friends to my dear ***##**, I 
If money is an ohject, it is all i in his f- 
vour. How is Mr and Mrs verse, and 

My runs, to whom 1 am for ever much 
obliged for ſettling my paſſage: 2 It was a 
deep cut, but the more I am obliged to 
him, and ſhall never forget it: He is a 
feeling and a generous gentleman, I am 
ſorry I cannot ſay ſo much of my couſin 
u, although he, too, was anxious for 
my off going, How does my uncle and 
Mr eus keep their health? From his 
conduct and repeated expreſſions, I never 
had much reaſon to expect any thing from 
him, but now far leſs, although more need- 
ful. I believe few, at my age, ever went 
out more ſo. At preſent, I am deſtitute of 
every thing. I can put every article I have 
upon my back, and in my pocket. How 
does Mrs **#*##*#+ and her ſon s family? 


Who were the moſt forward of my credi- 
tors 
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employed, has he been active and atten- 
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Tm) 
tors to attach ? How does my affairs turn 


the whole? If Rwes gh#x* 
or likely to be done, with the two unfor- 
tunate men Smith and Ainſlie, and the 
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out in 
ive? He would need to be looked after, 


although he may be uſeful ; and any news 
or alterations relating to my friends that 


may have happened. What has been done, 
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Humphry* 
But 


Moore? Was John Murray, alias John 


Taſker, brought from England ? 


* 


Whatever theſe men may ſay, I had no 


as 
hand in any of their depredations, except- 


alia. 


Hain John Brown, 


» 


greater vi 
the laft, which I ſhall ever repent, and 


the keeping ſuch company, although J 


doubt not, but all will be laid to me. 


let me drop this dreadful ſubject. 


me 


DE 


IC A. — — . —ꝝ„½ BI 
= SK, EVE TEES DET ES. 9 3 — ae r EEE - as: — . 


—2— — —— 
- ESTES. a 7 
— . — 
ETD ä 

D IE — TIDES — EEE — : 
i. — 23 EN — — 


. —— CE roam GD —— — L — * —— 
: PII GIST 2 


3 


8. W. T. . R. S. J. M. J. 8. 


of 
* 


(Signed with the following initials) 


— — 250 EEE 2 a 
wr a 2 — Rn Rs — 
— Ine. 2 — . — — — 

—— IS — Era n 

— — — 7 r —— 


* — — — ———I— none. — — * 
— — — — — * — o 7 . CAE > 2 — - — — 
G 3 I SEEN MY = EEE SEES - SS — 
3 — . — 2 1 5 — = EZ — 
CI — De 2 
5 Dr — 


SE = 55 = 


232 — — CIA BY GT 


| 


A 


1 


— 


( 2 ) 


„ 
1 
5 


* LOTS 4 ; - 383 


4 Cory of LETTER at new 


| ſeroll, in the þ hand-writing of William 
... Brodie, founded on in the indie nau, 
een, No. 2. 


Pray write me what is become of Anne 


Grant, and how is her children diſpoſed of. 


Cecill is a ſenſible, clever girl, conſidering 
the little opportunity ſhe. has had of im- 


proving. My dear little William will be, 
if I can judge, a hardy boy. | 


Jean is her mother's picture, and too 


young to form any opinion of. 


What has become of Jean Watt; ſhe is 


a devil and a I can form no opi- 
nion of Frank or his young brother; but 


pray write how they are diſpoſed of. 
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Does Mr Martin ſtand his bargain ? Ia 
any of my late property ſold? Who is 


es © — 


Fold 


LET, 
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Hall ever repent keeping ſuch company; 
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tregard. 1 have been 


ina re 
all my life in a reteregard. motion. 
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all will be laid to my charge, and ſome that 


— 


? 


* 
17 


itten at the foot of 


Are they jet? 
1s ri 


trial come on? and the greater villain 


. 


(What follows is written on the other fide.) 


my accounts 
U 


Brown, alia: Humphry Moore 2 1 


whatever they may alledge, I had 10 
href? concern in any of their depredations, 


If you pleaſe, write me what is become . 
excepting the laſt fatal one, by which I loſt 


of the two unhappy men, Smith and his 


ten pounds in caſh ;, but I doubt not but 
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did, and how he ſtands affected towards 


1 wm) 


Serge deen uſeful And clit in my aFales 7 
"Me is double, and would weed n 
alter. 5 To a SD 


Fial in „ a of dab; b. but and 
ſettling my accounits, ſome queſtions may 
occur that I may ſolve. IF there is any 
fuck, pleaſe write them down, and I will 
anſwer them in courſe. Has any ſettle- 
ment taken place with Mr Little? I am 
afraid 1 my affairs will be a laborious taſk to 
you; but I hope all my creditors will be 
paid, and a reverſion. If all my moveables | 
is not yet ſold, I beg my clothes and linen, 
and a ſet of uſeful tools, may be procured 
for me: They are worth more to me than 
another. I wrote more fully ſome time 
ago to Mr Walker on this head, and alſo 
Mr Sheriff, the 8th April; but I know not 
if he received it. Pray let me know if he 


me. Whatever be his ſentiments, I ſhall 
Aways eſteem him, and regard him as my 


brother ; but I hall never write another 
1 Fo, friend 
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[ and they will take it, Pray 


London, May I. 1788. 
ith caſh to the amount 
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in London, to Me. Emanuel Walker aud 
ſſ. Emanuel Walker & Co. 


friend until I hear from you, and have your 
id Captain Dent ever make any diſeo 

who I was when he arrived at Leith. 
Mel. Lee, Strachan, and Co, Merchants 
Co. Merchants in Philadelphia, 


4 COPY ff « LETTER from 


Me 


cans -- 
of fifty pounds Sterling, taking his bill on 
Mr William Walker, attorney, in the Adel- 
phi, London, for the ſame, which will be 
duly honoured, and oblige, Eg 


SIRS, 


* 4 


"Your moſt obedient. . 


Humble ſervants, 


Tee, Str achan, G Ca, 
Me eſſ. Emanuel Walker 
and Co. 3 
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| 0 15 J 
to one Geddes * a paſſenger on \ board the 


| veſſel, And being ſhown a letter directed : | 
to Michael Henderſon, ſigned W. B. dated 
| Thurſday the 1oth of April laſt, declares, | 


That he cannot ſay that the letter was not 
wrote by him, and given to Geddes. And 


being interrogated, If one of the letters gi- 
ven to Geddes was not directed to Mr 


Matthew Sheriff upholſterer in Edinburgh, 


and ſigned John Dixon, dated Fluſhing, 


Tueſday the 8th of April 1788 ? ? declares, 


That the declarant cannot give any poſi- 


tive anſwer to that queſtion; and he does 
not ſuppoſe he would have ſigned any let- 


ter at that time by the name of John Dix- 


on, eſpecially as he had wrote other letters 


at the ſame time, and given them to Ged- 


des, ſigned by his initials W. B. Declares, 
That the declarant, when taken into cuſto- 


; dy at Amſterdam, on the 26th: of June laſt, 


went by the name of John Dixon. De- 
cu, That the declarant firſt became ac- 
Auainted 


— 


ws Vide Geddes's evidence, page 34. fe 
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would have taken that ſtep? declares, That 
it was not in conſequenee of that report 
that he left Edinburgh; but that the de- 
clarant” being acquainted with Smith and 
Ainſlie, then in cuſtody, did not know 
what they might be induced to fay to his g 

prejudice, was the cauſe of his going away. 
Declares, That the declarant has frequently 
been in company with John Brown, alias 
Humphry Moore; as is reported to be his 
real name, Andrew - Ainſlie; and George 
Smith, and drank with them. And being 


ſhown three letters, one dated ; Thurſday, 
roth April 1788, directed to Mr Michael 
Henderſon, Graſs Market, ſigned W. B.; 
another, dated Fluſhing, Tueſday 8th April, 


1788, directed to Mr Matthew Sheriff, up- 


holſterer in Edinburgh, and ſigned John 
Dixon; another, dated "Thurſday, roth 


April, 1788, directed to Mrs Ann Grant, 
Cant's Cloſe, Edinburgh, ſigned W. B. and 
deſired to ſay, whether or not the faid three 
letters are holograph of the deelarant? de- 


clares, That he does not incline to give any 
poſitive 
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EXCULPATORY_ PROOF 
| for Mr Brodie, | a8 


Lier of Wrrxsssks to be adduced; in Ex- 
; culpation of William Brodie, 5 


6 1 


1. Robert Smith bat in Edinburgh, 
late foreman to the faid William 
Brodie. 

. 1 MAntoſh, alſo wright, and late 

Journeyman to the ſaid William Bro- 

die. 

3. John Niel, alſo wright, and late jour- 

neyman to the ſaid William Brodie. 

4. Arthur Giles wright in Edinburgh. 

5. William Watſon wright in Canongate. 

6. William Retſon, or Reſton, nailer, 

Portſburgh. 
7. James Cargill ironmonger, Edinburgh. 


8. Alexander Miller ironmonger there. 
. | 9. George 


. i bp 
FFF 


— —— ar ne — — rn ttt nt nu DIS — * —— —= — —— . 


2 — — — — — — —— 2 en = — — 


— = - N 2 — —— — — _ r 
—— 0-2 Cx * — 7 —.— 3 — — — = 


— 


ong 


ie ironmonger 


7 4 


iro 


orge Burton i 


James Gold 


& > 
* 


134 


9. 


x 


IO, 


IE — n = 


in 


in- 


3 
* 


burgh, 


preſent priſoner in the tolbooth. 


Alexander Brodie baker, Nether- Bow. 
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to Michael Hen- 


Agnes Finlay; {ſpouſe 


derſon ſtabler, Graſsmarket, 


er there. 
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Jane Watt reſident 


** 


* 


t Mutton- hole 


iſon, ſpouſe to William Wal- 


lace maſon, Libberton's wynd. 
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Giles, ſervant to Grahame 
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the tolbooth of Ed 
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: Taylor. | 


* 


* 


18. James Reid indweller in Ed 
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17. Alexander MacKay, 


James Murray ſheriff- officer. 
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Helen Al 
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15, Charles MacLeod 
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The Counſel fo Mr Brodie: her _ 
ſerved, that the object of the exculpatory 
proof was to ſhow, that, on Wedneſday the - 
Ith of March laſt, the night on which the 
robbery of the Exciſe was committed, Mr 
Brodie was otherways employed the whole 
f of that afternoon and evening, which, if 
eſtabliſhed, excluded the poſſibility of his 
being tort we | 2 e FATE}, 
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Matthew Sheriff upholſterer in Edin- 
burgh, being then called, the Lord Advocate 
objected to this witneſs, as ſtanding in the 
relation of brother. i in-law to Mr Brodie; 
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That, on Wedneſday the 5th of March 


ie in 


own houſe: That he thinks he went 
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the witneſs dined with Mr Brod 


Jus 


laſt, 


home: 
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th's maid, all concur. 
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and Mr Brodie was then at 
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As Brown, Ainſlie, and 


there to dinner about a quarter after three 
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clock 14 5 
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chat 
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| home: hav chan were dies at dinner 
Mr Brodie, his ſiſter, and aunt; the witneſs, 
and a gentleman that he did not know, 
nor did he remember his name, or knew 
any thing about him 2, That dhe witgef 
drank tea in Mr Brodie's, and continued 
there till within a few minutes of eight 
o'clock at night: That Mr Brodie was pre- 
ſent during all the time; :and;: when the 
witneſs came away, he left Mr Brodie in 
his own houſe: That Mr Brodie was dreſſed 
in W coloured or prey! — 
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28 examination x by the Coukel for 
ihe ee 708 Rag ſaid, That he had no par- 
ticular circumſtance to direct his remem- 
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that Mr Brodie was in Smith's . on del Seren 
of the 5th March, it might appear a contradiction 
to this evidence; but Brown has fixed that it was 
very early in the afternoon, ſome time after. two 
O clock, but could not ſay that it was after three; fo 
that it is evident the meeting in Smith's which they 
alluded to, was between two and three o'clock, and 

before this witneſs came to dine with Mr Brodie.— 
Vide Brown's evidence, page 83. 
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WITNESS | n. 5 


+ Sigh Watt, ob in 1 0 8 
Re Edinburgh.—Before proceeding. to 
this witneſs, the Lord Advocate queſtioned 
her very cloſely, whether or not ſhe was 
married, or had ever been. married? which 
the anſwered in the negative. She then 
. faid, That ſhe was well acquainted with the 
Priſoner, Mr Brodie ; remembered that, on 
Wedneſday the 5th of March laſt, he came 
to her houſe at eight 0 clock at night, juſt 
as the bell was ringing: That he ſtaid there 
all night, and was not out from the time he 
firſt came in till near nine o'clock next 
woran! * . went early to bed, 
about 


A report having been circulated, that Mr Bro- 
| die was married to this witneſs in priſon, which, if 
true, would have diſqualified her from being a wit- 
neſs, it ſeems to have been the object of the Lord 


Advocate's queſtions to aſcertain. the fact. 
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witneſs; ſhe had a family of children to 
him: That the was poſitive as to the day 


Brodie never flept in her houfe after : Thar 
ſhe did not fee Mr Brodie from the time he 
left her houſe on the Thur/day morning till 
the Saturday after; when he called; and, 


on the Monday following, ſhe heard that 


Mr Brodie had gone away on the Sunday. 
WITNESS III 


- Peggy Giles, ſome time ſervant to Jean 
Watt, the preceding witneſs, —ſaid, That 
ſhe knew the priſoner, Mr Brodie : That he 
frequently flept at her miſtreſs's houſe, re- 
membered that he came there on Wed lneſday 
evening the 5th of March laſt, juſt as the 


bell of the Tron Church. Being aſked, 
where the Tron Church was ? ſhe anſwer- 
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bout ten 0 clock, as Mr Brodie complained 
of being "unwell: That he lept with the 


and hour, and gave as her reaſon, that Mr 


eight o'clock bell was tolling on the town. 
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ed, In the Parliament Cloſe 23 That, ſoon 
After Mr Brodie came in, the witneſs was 
ſent out for ſome beer, bread, / and cheeſe, 
and was out about ten minutes; and, when 
ſhe returned, Mr Brodie was ſtill in the | 
houſe : That her miſtreſs and Mc Brodie 
ſupped early, about half an hour after eight 
o'clock ; That Mr Brodie ſtaid all night, 
and was in bed next morning when ſhe 
got up: That ſhe put down a waſh- hands 
baſon, and ſome water for him, and he 
went away about nine o'clock : That ſhe 
ſaw;Mr Brodie in the houſe twice again on 
the ſame day, 7 burſday +, viz. once in the 
forenoon, and once in the afternoon; and 
ſhe ſaw him again there on the Saturday 


, 
W LT- 


The Tron Church is near a quarter of a mile 
from the Parliament Cloſe. 


T This is inconſiſtent with Jean Watt's evidence, 
as ſhe ſaid that Mr Brodie was not in her houſe at 
all on Tua, and not till Saturday. 
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y and hour ſo particularly 


was, that ſhe had the day before been at 
the market, and bought fome ſhoes for her 


huſband and children, one pair of which 
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„as ſhe was ſtanding at k 
x the foot of Jean, Watt's ſtair, ſhe ſaw 


Mr Brodie come down ſtairs: That the 
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and the reaſon why ſhe recol- 
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had been in their houſe all night ; but that. 
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len Aliſon, ſpeuſe to W iam Wallace 


in Libberton's wynd 
and clapped him on the head: That 


boy told the witneſs, that Mr Br, 
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witneſs had a boy of Mr Brodie's, about 
ſix years of age, by the hand; and, as Mr 
Brodie paſſed, he gave the child a halfpen- 


on Thurſday morning the 6th of March 


laft 
he was not well of a ſore throat : That this 


happened a little before nine o'cloek in the 


leted the da 


morning; 


ſhe 
ing at 


ny, 
the 
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ming Soda: to breakfaſt, to ſee if he had 
laid them by any where: That the witneſs 


told the above circumſtance reſpeQing Mr 


Brodie to one Murray, a "ſheriff officer, 


ſome days after this, when he was ſearch- 
or wy Watt's n * Mr r Brodie, 
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| ako Aare „eee 
bered that, on Tueſday the 1 ith of March 
laſt, he went to ſearch: Mrs Watt's houſe, 
under the authority of the Sheriff's war- 
rant, and to bring her before the Sheriff for 
examination: That he found nothing fu- 
ſfpicious in the houſe; and, while he wait- 
ed till Mrs Watt ſhould put on her clothes 
to accompany him to the office, he heard 
Helen Aliſon, the preceding witneſs, fay to 
Mrs Watt, Who would have thought, 
* when Þ aw Mr Brodie coming down 

your ſtair on Thurſday morning, when 


 *he gave bis child a halfpenny, that he 
* would have been ſuſpected of ſuch a thing 
* as 
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their employment "as cablner- makers at 


houſe-carpenters ; and that all che works 
men had acceſs to it: That he believed Mr 


Brodie uſed ſpring-ſaws for cutting the 


ſpurs of game-cocks : That theſe ſaws are 
ſometimes uſed by cabinet- makers in the 
way of their buſineſs for cutting braſs fer- 


rules, and other thing 8 of that kind. And 


being ſhown the keys libelled « on, ſaid, He 


never remembered to have ſeen 2 any keys | 
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The Lord n then roſe, and 21 


dreſſed himſelf to the gentlemen of the Jo- 
RY : He faid, That, after the very long 


and fatiguing ſederunt which they had al- 


ready undergone, he would endeavour to 


dif- 
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ſible ; and, from the way in which the evi- 


dence had turned out, he did not ſuppoſe 


that it- would be neceſſary for him to dwell 
long upon the import of it to ſo ſenſible 


ud diſcerning a Jury. 
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The ſituation of the unfortunate priſon- 
ers at the bar, excited painful ſenſations in 
his mind, and it would doubtleſs have the 
lame effect upon the gentlemen of the 


jury; but public juſtice required that theſe 


feelings ſhould be repreſſed. If the priſon- 
ers were really guilty of the crime charged 
in the Indictment, it was of little conſe- 


quence what their former ſituations in life 


had been. One of them (Smith) was a 
ſtranger in this country, and the hiſtory of 
him was little known, farther than his own 
declarations had informed ; and his appear- 
ance beſpoke him to be a perſon in an in- 
ferior ſtation of life; and, although he had 
put on the appearance of following a laws 


ful ee by taking a ſhop in this 


city, 
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; Are was reaſon to bellete that this 
wil only. meant to prevent fuſpicion of 


what he was really following, and that he Wl © 
_ eſcape PO obſervation.” nn i 10 
| #3: | * FE Ti 
The ler packe Mr Brodie. b wha of 1 
a very different deſcription: His ſituation = * 
was far above the reach of want, and, con- * 
ſequently, of temptation: He had a lawful MW I: 
Yr 


employment, which might have enabled 
him to hold his ſtation in ſociety” with re- 
ſpectability and credit; that he had been 
more than once officially at the head of 


his profeſſion, and a member of the City * 
Council: If, therefore, an acceſſion to the o 
crime libelled had been brought home to th 
him, his ſituation, in place of alleviating * 
his guilt, was a high aggravation of it : It th 
could be no apology for him that he had al 
been ſeduced by bad company, and bad m 
example; on the contrary, his aſſociating 
with ſuch company was, of itſelf, a high 5 
L 


| offence for a man in n Mr Brodie 8 ſtation. 


t 


neceſſary to go over the evidence tending 


| obbed in the manner mentioned in the In- 
| jitment, as he ſuppoſed that was a fact. 
Ui mou not be 3 

His Lordthip then aid, that the * 
| 0 far as it regarded the conviction of 
Smith, was ſo completely concluſive, that 
no. poſſible doubt could be ſuggeſted with 
regard to his guilt: His own declarations 
LEY clear, uniform, and conſiſtent, and 
' were fully corroborated by all the other 
evidence, both direct and circumſtantiate, 


not conſume the time of the Jury, and of 
the Court, by going over it, as it muſt have 
already carried full conviction to their 
minds. 


1 Wich 1 to the other n Mr 


L 

1 BE Rea: 

N LY 
+. r — 


belle appeared to be equally well ſubſtan · 
_ tiated | 


His Lordſhip faid; that it was 3 un- 5 | 


o ſhow that the Exciſe Office was actually. 


that had been led; and therefore he would 


Brodie, his Lordſhip ſaid, that the crime li- 
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dae _ him; Botz as the "II 

ces of his caſe were ſomewhat different 
815 the other, he would beg leave to re- 
| capitulate the heads of the evidence, fo far 
| 1 as it SEES to him to Try Gs "Wag: | 


As Mr Brodie' 8 . 1 objected ſo 
| firongly to the admiſſibility of certain evi- 
dences, his Lordſhip ſaid he would firſt 
conſider the proof, independent altogether 
of theſe exceptionable parts of it. That 
Mr Brodie was very intimate with Smith, 
Ainſlie, and Brown, (Who, by their own 
| confeſſions, had committed the robbery li- 
belled), could not be doubted; it was ad- 
mitted by himſelf in his letters and declas 
ration, and was confirmed by the evidence 
of Smith's maid, to whoſe credibility no 
objection had been made, and who had ſaid 
that ſhe had ſeen. them often together in 
her maſter's houſe. This witneſs had alſo 
fixed, that, about the time the robbery was 
committed, the two priſoners, along with 
Brown and Ainſlie, were in Smith's houſe | 
tar peg 


& * 


68875) 5 


| is the duſk of the evening; 1 * were 

in the upper room altogether, and had ſome 

cold fowl and freſh herrings: That ſhe had 1 
ſeen Mr Brodie that afternoon, when he 

had on light coloured clothes ; and that, 

| when he came in the evening, he had on 
old-faſhioned black clothes, which ſtruck 

her as a particular circumſtance, and the 

had mentioned it to her miſtreſs, 
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[ Mrs ; Smith, bad ſhe 3 ns to be 
examined, would have corroborated this 
witneſs in every particular; but that was 
unneceſſary, as the facts the witneſs had 
deponed to were not only probable in 
themſelves, but confirmed, to the extent he 

had mentioned, by all the other evidence, 

and alſo by Smith's declarations ; which 

laſt, his Lordſhip ſaid, he did not mean to 
found upon as evidence againſt Mr Brodie, 
but it was a curious fact. 7 
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Mr Brodie's letters, too, afforded, if not 
a direct confeſſion of the erime libelled, at 
leaſt, 
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6589) 
Jeaft ſuck a ſtrong ſuſpicion of i it; as, Join» 
ed to his other conduct, excluded the poſſi- 
| bility of innocence: For he had ſaid, in 
two of theſe letters, that he had no direct 
acceſſion to the depredations of Smith, 
"—— and Ainſlie, excepting the loft fatal 
; which expreſſion could only apply to 
659; robbery of the Exciſe ; for it had hap- 
pened on. the Wedneſday evening, and 
Brown gave information of it on the Fri- 
day evening immediately after. It was, 
therefore, in all probability, the laſt of the 
depredations of this dangerous combina- 
tion; and Mr Brodie's having applied the 


expreſſion fatal to it, identified i it beyond 
all doubt. 


The e againſt Mr Brodie, hon 
ever, did not reſt here; for it had been 
proved, that, on the evening that Smith 
and Ainſlie were apprehended, he had at- 
tempted to get acceſs to them in priſon, 
and was refuſed: That, early next mor- 


ning, he ſent for his foreman, and m— 
e 


1 (162 1} 


in tb wha be had ard ai 0 
them, and pretended that he was going to FE 


the country: That a converſation paſſed at 


this time between Brodie and his foreman, 


which afforded a very ſtrong ſuſpicion of 


Mr Brodie's guilt: That he then made a 
clandeſtine eſcape from Edinburgh, and 


reached London in three days: That he 
was concealed there for ſeveral weeks; and 
admits, in one of his letters, that he knew 
Mr Williamſon was in ſearch of him, but 
he did not choofe an interview: That he 
was, under cloud of night, carried on board 
a ſhip cleared out for Leith; which ſhip 
went out of her way with no other inten- 
tion but to land him at Fluſhing : That he 
had changed his name to Fohn Dixon, and 
had written letters to people in Edinburgh 
under that falſe ſignature, explaining his 
whole future operations; in conſequence 
of which letters he had been traced, appre- 
hended, and brought to trial, His Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, that he had heard no cauſe aſ- 


ſigned for this conduct of Mr Brodie's, ex- 
cent 
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Goaoper s inſtance againſt him, for uſing 
loaded dice. But no man could believe this 1 
to have been the cauſe of his elopement: 
The proceſs had depended againſt him for 
0 months before this time; and no ſtep had 


0 been taken in that proceſs that could alarm 
him at this critical time: Beſides, Mr Bro- 
die, in his declaration before the Sherif, 
had not affigned this as the cauſe of his 
flight. He had ſaid, that, as he was inti- 
mate with Smith and Ainflie, he was afraid 
that they would accuſe him of being con- ＋ 
R with them in robbing the Exciſe ther 
| Office. He had not ſo much as mentioned aud 
. the' Ignomintous defence ſo ſet-up for him; ſible 
but his Counſel foreſav that it would be 4 ; f 
; neceſſary to account for his conduct in ſome ws ef 
ſhape or other, and no other appearance of alto; 
defence occurred but this proceſs. It was and 


impoſſible, however, for the gentlemen of 

the Jury to believe this ſtory; and, in- 

deed, it was impoſfitble to aſſign any cauſe 
for Mr Brodie's conduct, conſiſtent with 
| Co ne og | 
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les there found, ſuch as the piſtols hid 
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different ſearches of Mr Brodie's houſe, 
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iſtols were found out b 
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to have been uſed on the oceaſion 
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priſoner, Smith, and were identified 


ground, the dark lanthor 


That the p 


artic 
under 
other 
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ty. 
That all thefe circumſtances, taken toge- 


robbe 


afforded - fuch 4 tha 


| ard connecteil evidence, chat it was impoſ- 


of conſiſtent 
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to refiſt the conviction ariſing from 
id he contended, that it was ſufficient 
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admitted, , 


His Lonlſhip' here candidly. 
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theſe witneſſes was 
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1 22 nd that if therproc 
S 8 upon their evidence alone, he would 


not call upon the gentlemen of the Jury to 
find the priſoners guilty upon it 3—but, in 


fo far as their evidence was corroborated. 
by the general tenor of the other Unexcep- 


_ Gonable parts of the proof; en were en· 
| _ e e e, alth 


7 ; Ji jj — 
W. 7 Th * y ' o £3; * 7 * why. 3 5 ot 5 F 
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00 His » Lordſhip aid, "the Swe A Aid: 


ke were ſo conſiſtent with each other, and | 


with the whole other evidence adduced; 
both real and circumſtantial, that he had 
not- been able to diſcover i ſingle diſere- 
paney in the whole, excepting where 
Brown and Ainflie had ſaid; that, after the 
robbery; they did not either of them ſee 
Brodie again ''that evening, but Smith's 
- maid had ſaid, that they all met again in 
Smith's houſe, and ſupped there, and that 
Brodie ſupped along with them. This, 
however, his Lordſhip ſaid, did not appear 
to be a fact of any importance, or that 
tended. to diſcredit the evidence of either 
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had confounded the firſt and ſecond 


ing together. 


1 - 


member 


„ 


perſons at table, particularly a gentleman, 
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which had been attempted; his Lord- 


dent Sm 


it was evi 
lk of the place 


where the crime was committed, and de- 


1 


That, with regard to the proof o 
ff, Brodie's brother- 


was. by no means an unexception- 
itneſs: That he was brought for- 


ward ingly to prove a fact, which, if true, 
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ſpecially when the ani 


inutes wa 
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poned to by witneſſes at a great diſtance of 
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id, it was exceedingly defective and 
ncluſive; and he had never ſeen it re- 

to but in the moſt deſperate caſes; 

it was, therefore, always ſubje& to ſtrong 
d with Mr Brodie, there were other 


in a few m 


£5 


That Mr Sher 


icions, more e 
whom he did not know, and could not re- 
| "A 


by other unexceptionable evidences She- 
riff himſelf had admitted, that, on the day 


Mr Brodie could be ar no loſs to eſtabliſh 
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member his name. Why was not this 
gentleman brought forward on this occa- 
ſion? Or, why was not ſome of Mr Bro- 
die's ſervants brought forward to corrobo- 
rate Sheriff 's evidence? which, his Lord. 
ſhip ſaid, it appeared to him, ſtood in need 
{ | ofit: But, taking it as it was, it by no 
means affected the credibility of the Proſe- 
cutor's evidence; for Sheriff had ſaid, that 
he left Brodie a little before eight o'clock, 
and both Brown and Ainſlie take him up 
much about the ſame time; ſo that there 
was here no inconſiſtency whatever. 


- 


Thar, with regard to Jean Watt, and 
her ſervant, they ſtood in a ſituation that 
affected their credibility very much; parti- 
cularly Watt, who, by her own evidence, 
appeared to be a woman of an abandoned 
character, had a family of children to Mr 
Brodie, and was denominated by him, in 
one of his letters, by the appellation of a 
devil, This witneſs, and her maid, had 
no doubt concurred moft minutely in a 
very 
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to any other ae ths: 


His Lordſhip ſaid, that he had ne "Ria 
to diſpute, nay, he believed, that Mr Bro- 
die . in Watt's houſe that night; but 


yhich the witneſſes heard ringing 


| when. he came there, if they heard a bell 
at all, muſt, from the other evidence, have 
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Mr John Clerk, as Counſel for the Priſbn- 
er, Smith, then roſe, and obſerved to the 
fury, * his unfortunate client was in ſuch 
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The evidence, ſo far as regarded Smith, 


was two-fold, --In' the place, che parole 
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not then under the correction of the Court: 
That he was addreſſing himſelf to the Jury, 


who were judges both of the law and of 
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C After Games farther altercation on this 
head, it was agreed, that as the Dean of Fa- 
culty would have occaſion to occupy that 


role teſtimony to the Jury, it would be al- 
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not as legal proof of the fact; 
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; on the diſcrepancy between the evidence of mw 

Middleton and Murray with regard to the warn 

3 place where the key, iron- crow, and cur. gent 
1 ling irons, were found, and what paſſed at Mr 
the time; but, as that diſcrepancy has been * 

Te 1 explained in the notes upon the evidence 8 ; 
of theſe witneſſes, we think! it unneceſſary | 151 

to ſtate the debate at length. Mr Clerk and 

concluded with hoping, that the Jury tice 


would not find ſufficient legal evidence of 
Mr Smith's concern in the robbery libelled, 
and therefore that they tant return a 
verdict finding him not Bully: 4 
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The Dean of Faculty *, who, with inde» Fat 
fatigable attention, and a moſt brilliant diſ- 
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* We applied to the Dean of Faculty for an ac · = 


count of his ſpeech upon this occafion, which was 
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play of ability, hd: gone through. the, 
whole buſineſs of the trial; at three in the 


morning roſe and addreſſed himſelf to the 


kae of che Jury, 0 the part of 
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and ingenuity which it would be difficult to do Juſ-. 
tice to ʒ but, by a polite letter from himſelf, we 
were informed that he f poke extempore from the evi- 
' dence that had been led, and he had not a ſyllable in 
writing chat, as he was ſo much immerſed i in buſi. 
neſs, and was to leave town next day, it was not in 
his power to attempt neg: down any 2 from 


memory. 
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We have therefore, Unalliſted, endeavoured to 
dre the beſt account, from memory, of what the 
Dean faid that we polſſibly could, after ſo lon g and 
| "oY an 1 attendance. 
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He obſerved; that the 8000 of bis 
unfortunate client preſented to the world a 
moſt aſtoniſhing | moral phaenomenon'! = 
That 'a man, deſoended from an ancient 
and reſpectable family; who, from the ſtate 
of bis affairs, made up by himſelf, was in 
opulent circumſtances, and very far from 
indigence and temptation; who, for a long 
ſeries of years, had maintained an irre- 
proachable character it in ſociety, and bad of- 
ten filled offices of honour and truſt among 
his fellow citizens, the duties of which he 
had diſcharged with attention and fidelity: 
That. uch a perſon ſhould even be / uſpected 
of the crime charged in the Indictment, 
was a moſt extraordinary fact. If it was 
true, he allowed, that he was of all men 
the moſt culpable. But who could give 
credit to ſuch a charge as was here exhi- 
bited ? for, as an eminent Poet of our own 
country, who dis ſtill alive, had expreſſed 
himſelf, | 


The 


5 4 195 


Pa 


The needy man who has known better days, 

5 One whom diſtreſs had f pited at the world, 

Fs Is he whom tempting fiends would pitch upon 

To do ſuch deeds, as make the proſperous men 

Uk NE their hands, and wonder Who N 38 
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It has dds highly incredible that 
Mr Brodie would have all at once departed 
from his integrity, and leagued with aban- 


doned men in the commiſſion of ſuch guil- 


ty and atrocious crimes as were now char- 
ged againſt him, it would require a very 
ſtrong and unſuſpicious, proof, indeed, to 
fix guilt upon him ; and, if the parts of Mr 
Brodie's conduct which appeared to infer ſu- 
ſpieions againſt him could be aſcribed to a- 
ny other cauſe, the gentlemen of the Jury 
would lay theſe appearances altogether out 
of their view in judging of the import of 
the evidence. 
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T6 a certain extent, the Dean of Facnlty 
faid, he was obliged to. admit the ſhame, 
although not the guilt, of his unfortunate - 


client, From an early period of his life, 
he had had a moſt unhappy propenſity to 
gaming, which, it appeared, he had indul- 
ged to a very great iheight. To this vice 
he had reaſon to aſcribe the diſtreſſing ſitu- 


ation in which he then ſtood: It had ſub- 


jected him to the loweſt and moſt unprin- 
cipled connections, perſons who had at- 
tempted to ſacrifice him to their, own ſafe- 
ty. In the courſe of indulging this pro- 
penſity, the priſoner, Brodie, met with a 


profeſſed Gambling Club, almoſt, every 


night, at a houſe which was the common 


receptacle of all deſcriptions of mankind; 


and there the dice, like death, levelled all 
diſtinctions ! This deſtructive ſeminary ok. 
vice ought, for the good of ſociety, to be 


RAZED TO THE FOUNDATION ! 


* 
2 22 „* 
2 
5 


— — — — — « =: 2 — == >= a. ” — — 
— — — = nn — 


r EC IN 


7 — —— . — 


233 
2 | 
BB = 8 
1 
£M & — 
8 
© * 
2 2 8 
; 21 2 
BS 8 2 8 
_ | * — 8 
* 832 
8 D 
5 5 


7 


Was 


The 
ment to that 


© 2 » * — 
8 2 "5 8 2 
S 3 23 
228 
*0 Ad own "| 2 
8 8 8 
1 8 
8 8 8 8 
& 8 |S 
$& 54 5 
8 2 8 1 8 
2 2 
8 8 2 = 5 
Fogg 2 on Sv 
©. ULM =I : 8 
328 © 
& 
2 
8 8 
1338 
2 SE 5 


of the 


her ſituation, they would them- 


SET IND 2 u BOY —— þ 
— — — CR a 


— - — —— — 
eq — — - — 


* 


 puted 


It was but the other day, 


that a gentleman at Brighthelmſtone &, re- 
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them ſeized his hand with the dice in it ; he graſped 
it cloſe, and would nat part with them; the other 


ſeeing this, 


knocked him down; and, in the fall, 


the Major drew with him the firſt gentleman, who, | 
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however, would not let go his hold till he wreſted | 


the dice from him. 
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puted worth L, 3000. per annum, was de- 
tected i in the "rg act of "Wk loaded dice, 
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He then preſented an to ! e Who 1 in- 


f Rantly ſaw and acknowledged the deceitz The Major 
was attempting ſome apology ; the company wonld 
hear nothing, but turned him out of che room with 
e * 2 and n * 


The (a were e afterwards 2322 to the Jokes 
| Club, in order to come to ſome reſolution upon this 
tranſaction; but the Preſident ſaid, as their meeting 


referred more immediately to the Turf, they could 
do nothing i in it, but determined, for themſelves, pot 


to let ſuch a man, in future, mix with them in any 
company. This reſolution has been ſince followed 
in all the reputable gaming clubs. 


Such is the f the reflection that ariſes from 
it is very obvious, which is, that though this de- 
graded man was ſo unfortunate for himſelf as to be de- 
tected, where is the public gaming table that is not 
ſurrounded with ſuch ? and where i is the man, with- 
out a fortune of his own, that can ſpend from one 
thouſand to two thouſand pounds a-year, (as moſt of 
them do), without having ſome ſuperiority, ſome dex- 
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< - Witty regard to the evidence of Brown 
and Ainſlie, it was very true, that the Court 
had determined the admiſſibility of it, but 
had left its credibility to the Jury. One of 
theſe witneſſes, Ainſlie, as the Jury had al- 
ready heard, had been accuſed of the very 
erime charged in the Indictment, and ſteps 
had been taken to bring him to juſtice for 
it. It was natural, therefore, to believe, 
that a perſon in this ſituation would not 
ſcruple to ſay any thing that tended to ſe 
cure himſelf from puniſhment ; and, in this 
caſe, - the event juſtified. the obſervation , 
for although Ainſlie, in the different, de- 


clarations emitted by him before the Sheriff, 1 
had not ſaid any e that tended to cri- Pot” 
minate Mr Brodie, yet, no ſooner was Mr Villas 


Brodie apprehended, than this witneſs was 
| given 
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imſelf. It was a ſituation too pow- 
f 
n 


ever 


1 


It was ſaid, 
d hardened 


. 


| But, whether that 
rious an 


was true or not, it was an undeniable fact, 


that Ain 


but difallowed, as it 


6 20) 
Ce. 


piven to underſtand; that he might ſubſti 


ning ev 


* 


A more noto 


Brodie in his place, and fave his 


o 
* 


dence, therefore, in ſuch a ſituation, 


was not only ſuſpicious, but altogether in- 


* 


by tur evidence. 
that Even undue means had been practiſed 


\ 


credible,” 


8 
lain than Brown had not, perhaps, bee 


a5; 


the witneſs, to induce him to crimi- 
nate Mr Brodie; and a proof, to that ef- 


fect, had been offered 


tried, and perhaps hanged, for th 


to be 
Leiche b. 
erful 


18 


ul to be overcome even by much more 
virtue than the witneſs could boaſt of: 


4.6. 
18 CV! 


The evidence of the other witneſs, Brown 


was, if poſſible, more exceptionable than 


bad net been offered to be brought home 
to become evidence againſt Mr Brodie, or 


tate Mr 
neck, 
Ainfl 


V1 


1 


to the Lord Advocate. 


upon 
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py 


om) 


ever produced upon ſuch an oecaſion; and 
the appeatance he. had made. that day in 
Court would be remembered by the Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury. It had been proved, 


and admitted by the proſecutor, that he 


was not only accuſed; but convicted, of a 


former felony, of which he had been par- 


doned, for the avowed purpoſe of qualify- 
ing him to bear evidence upon che preſent 
trial. The witneſs had foreſeen: this conſe- 


. quence *; and it became a matter of infinite 
importance with him to accompliſh-it : He 
had firſt made this attempt, by informing 
only, againſt Smith and Ainflie ; and his 


firſt declaration went no farther than accu- 
ſing them; he did not ſo much as mention 
Brodie's name. F inding, however, that this 
had not anſwered his purpoſe, he thought 
it neceſſary to fix upon a perſon whoſe 


character and ſituation would excite public 


attention, and whoſe puniſhment. would be- 
come an object: The perſon fo fixed upon 
* to be the unfortune priſoner, Mr 


Brodie. 


8 See note, p. 81. 
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ever, 
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try, ſuggeſted him to Brown as a proper 


perſon to. fix an accuſation upon; and he 
| was not miſtaken ; for it had completely 


anſwered his path and e his par- 
don for paſt offences. 


The nature and effects of that pardon the 


Jury had already heard debated at conſi- 


| derable length; and it was unneceſſary to 


| detain them with a repetition of it, It had 


been found that it reſtored the perſon par- 


| doned to the capacity of being admitted an 
evidence; but that was a matter of no con- 
| ſequence, . if his credibility ſtood affected: 
And that this was the caſe, the Lord Ad- 
vocate himſelf had candidly admitted. 


Such being the characters, and ſuch the 


ſituation, of the direct evidence brought 
forward to criminate the priſoners, it was 
ſurely entitled to no degree of credit what- 
erer, as both theſe witneſſes had a manifeſt 


purpoſe to ſerye by the conviction of the 


priſoner, 


Brodie, . His acquaintance with the wit- 
neſs, and his recent retreat from the coun- 
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We Mr Brodie; a purpoſe, 10 which 
the extremity of virtue could hardly be 
ſuppoſed to withſtand, much leſs could it 
be expected from hardened villainy and a- 
' vowed guilt ; and he would be ſorry if e- 


ven the reputation, far leſs the life, of a 


reſpectable citizen, ud be a n 
Evidence. OE SL | | 


If there was, theretbos, no ciedit due to f 
the direct evidence of Brown and Ainſlie, 
the collateral proof would be found to be 
exceedingly defective indeed, The chief 
witneſs here founded upon was Graham 
Campbell, ſervant to the priſoner Smith ; 
but her evidence, when examined, amount- 
ed to nothing ; for ſhe was not only per- 
fectly inconcluſive with regard to lime, 
but ſtood contradicted with regard to a 
very material fact. She had ſaid, that, 
ſome few nights before ſhe was apprehend- 
ed, ſhe ſaw Mr Brodie in her maſter's houſe 
along with Brown and Ainſlie : That, af- 
a ſome time, they went out, and returned 

again . 


- a) ; 

Win in an hour or two: That Mr Brodie 
returned along with them; and that they 
ſupped all together in the kitchen after 
* enn, 


9 4 
& 


This e bad not Ga os 
ether the night, or the hour of the night, 


when 'this meeting happened; ; there was 
therefore nothing to fix it to have been on 
the evening that the Exciſe Office was rob- 
bed. On the contrary, ſhe had condeſ- 


cended on a circumſtance which exeluded 


the poſſibility of its being on that evening; 
for ſhe had ſaid, that they all returned to- 
| gether, and ſupped in her maſter's kitchen; 
| —yet Brown and Ainſlie both concurred 
in ſaying, that they did not ſee Mr Brodie 
again that evening after the robbery was 
committed, and that he did not return to 
Smith's with them. 


Such a material contradiction in the evi- 
dence for the Proſecutor could not eſcape 
the obſervation of the Jury; and it was a 
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ſtrong Additional circumſtance, tending ov 
diſcredit the evidence o ee wag __ 
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Much ſtreſs had been laid upon Mr Bro. 


die's intimacy with the ſuppoſed guilty per- 


ſons, his abſconding from this country, and 


his letters and declaration libelled on.— All 
theſe, however, could be accounted for in 
a manner perfectly conſiſtent with his in- 
nocence of the crime charged againſt him. 
—The: Jury would recolleQ, that Mr Bro- 
die's propenſity to gambling was already 
fully admitted; and it had come out upon 
proof, that a proſecution actually depend- 
ed againſt him, before the Magiſtrates of 
Edinburgh, for uſing falſe or loaded dice *, 


The unfortunate priſoner, therefore, per- 


haps conſeious that theſe ſhameful practices 
could 


/ 


As Mr Brodie's elopement from this country was 

aſcribed to this proſecution, we have been at pains 
to get the particulars of i it, * which ſee Appendix, 
No. 2. 
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could be eſtabliſhed againſt him, bad times 
oully withdrawn himſelf from this coun- 


try, to avoid the ſhame that would neceſ- 
ſarily have followed on à conviction for 
ſuch an offence. His known intimacy 
with Smith and Ainſlie, who. were taken 
up as guilty: of the robbery libelled, was an 
additional reaſon for taking ſuch a ſtep, al- 
though he had no.concern in it. It was 
what any gentleman poſſeſſed of honou- 
table feelings, and who had a character to 
| loſe, would have done: And, ſurely, it 
could not be ſaid that Mr Brodie had no 
character to loſe, and might, thereforey rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed to be poſſeſſed of ho- 
nourable feelings. His own letters expreſ- 
ſed much regret for his paſt conduct, and 
for his having aſſociated with ſuch com- 
pany : And the alluſion ; he made to their 
depredations could only apply to their 


gambling, and particularly to the depre= 


dation on Hamilton the chimney-{weeper, 
which he called the laſt fatal one op 


well might he call it ſo; for fatal it had 


been 
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bus les indeed. But, 48 fo the other 
more atrocious deprodations ef Brown, 
Smith, and Ainſſie, there was not a ſhadow 
bf evidence that tended to eſtabliſh Mr 
Brodie's knowledge of, muck leſs his ae- 
ceſſion to, them, excepting the evidence of WI for | 
| theſe guilty men themſelves. Indeed, there 
was one cireumſtance which'tended firong- 
ly to confirm this conſtruction of the word 
depredations, uſed in his letters, as well as 1 the 
to diſeredit the evidenee of Brown and 
Ainſſie; for he expreſsly ſays, * that be 
1 L. 10 in cuſh by it, although Brown Will 
and Ainſlie both ſay that Brodie received a 
fourth ſhare of the money taken from the 
Exciſe Office, amounting to L. 4 odd ſhil- 
lings, which not only exeluded the poſſibi- 
lity of the expreſſion in the letter being an 
alluſion to that depredation, but with al- 
moſt equal certainty fixed it to allude to 
their gambling depredations, as theſe were I 
the only depredations by which a man 
could loſe caſh ; and it was believed to'be 
no > whſrequent thing among gamblers to 
allow 


ane 


0 0 
allowy chemſelves to loſe caſh, who er 
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- The FUG however; e did n not reſt 10 8 1 
for there was not only no credible proof | 


of Mr Brodie's being guilty of the crime 
libelled; but there was a direct and conclu- 
five proof of an alibi, upon his part, at 


the time the crime was committed.—-A 


very unſueceſsful attempt had been made 


by the Lord Advocate to throw diſcredit 


upon this part of the evidence, by ſhowing 
a a diſcrepancy between the witneſſes ; but 
that was a matter of no conſequence what- 

ever to the priſoner: Mr Sheriff was of a 


character, and ſituation in life, above being 


ſuſpected of ſwearing to an untruth, even 
to ſave the life of his unfortunate friend, 
and was certainly much better. entitled to 
credit than the united teſtimony of Brown 
and Ainſlie. They had ſaid, that Brodie 
Was in Smith's houſe on the afternoon. of 
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1 the Wedoelday, whey; Fae concerted to 


meet at ſeven o clock, and go to the Ex- 


eiſe; yet Sheriff deponed to having been by 


conftantly in his company from 3 o'clock 
till within a few minutes of 8 o'clock ; ſo 


that there was here an evident contradic- By 


tion, and the Jury would judge which was 


entitled to moſt credit. — There was alſo 


Jean Watt, and her ſervant, both unex- 
ceptionable evidences, who had poſitively 
concurred 1n proving, that, on the night of 
the robbery libelled, Mr Brodie came to 
Watt' s houſe juſt as the eight o'clock bell 
was ringing, and Yhat he was not out again 
till about nine 0'clock the next morning ; and, 
as it had been eſtabliſhed that the Exciſe 
Office was not begun to be robbed till (at 
the earlieſt) about half an hour after eight 
o-clock, there was here as clear, a proof. of 
an alibi, upon the part of Mr Brodie, as 
it was poſſible to conceive ; nor could the 
diſcrepancy of theſe witneſſes, in other par- 
ticulars, affect their credibility in any ſhape: 
They were concurring and conſiſtent as to 
| e the 


be! ma 


entitlec 
them i 1 
a dire. 
which 
cautio! 


racters 


It k 
that a 
rally 
of it \ 
when 
where 
Dean 
gener 


concl 


away 
une x 
poſin 


comr 
day, 
whe! 
tion 
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the main 1 fact; and were, on chat account, 1 
entitled to belief; otherwiſe the diſbelieving 
them inferred that they had been, guilty RE 
a direct and deliberate perjury ; ; a crime 


which the gentlemen of the Jury would be 


cautious of fixing a ſuſpicion of, upon cha- | 


| | rafters. innocent and e 


It had been ſaid 5 the Lord Aitvockte 


that an attempt to prove an alibi was gene- 
 nlly a deſperate reſource; and the evidence 
of it was liable to ſuſpicion, more eſpecially 


| when the alib; was very near the place 


where the crime was committed; but the 
Dean of Faculty, although he admitted the 
general propoſition, ſaid it was by no means 
concluſive; nor could it diſcredit or take 
away the effect of a direct, poſitive, and 
une xceptionable proof. For inſtance, ſup- 
poſing he himſelf had been accuſed of 
- committing a felony at any time of that 
day, even on the outſide of the very Court 
where he ſtood, he was certainly in-condi- 


tion to bring the moſt unexceptionable 


proof 
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tending. his. duty in Court the whole of 
that day, without being once abſent ; and 


ſuch a proof no Jury could diſregard, how. 


ever ſtron g ochef ee ice be a: 
gainſt him. | 3045 2 1 bn, „ 71% "I 16 s $4 SIDES 
| 5 
Here the Benn of Faculty ende a 
moſt able 2nd 1ngenious: defence for Mr 
Brodie, by expreſſing his hope, that the 
gentlemen of the Jury would find, upon a 


fair review of the evidence, wh to wars 


rant their returning a verdict that would 


| affe& the life of his unfortunate client. 
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Aon half vaſt fe eg in ih ming: hs 
Lord Fuſtice Clerk, who had never once left 
the Court, began to ſum up the evidence on 
both ſides. He had beſtowed the moſt un- 
remitted and animated attention during the 
hole courſe of zhis long and fatiguing 
dr ial, 


proof « of an Abbe, il thay he had "IR ats 
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His Lordſhip ſaid, that it was unneceſ- 
ſary to apply the evidence, tending to ſhow 
that a robbery was actually committed in 


LEY 


ſtance, 
foners had not. 


the 
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that 
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diſcernment; and a manly. vigour of under- 
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ith what had been ſo ably and 


h the ſame point of v 
ingeniouſly ſtated by the Dean of Faculty. 
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trial. The Me | 
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that few men could have exerted 


after ſo much labour. He ſtated, with fair- 
neſs and. candour, every part of the evi- 


or agai 


in muc 
cing it v 


dence on both ſides, and gave the moſt ſo- 
lid arguments for the deciſion of his own 


it had been done by the Lord Advocate, 


ſtated to the Jury the import of the evi- 


thorough the whole of what he ſaid, as he 
dence 


It would extend this account to an un- 
neceſſary length, to follow his Lordſhip 


whole train of evidence with a ſhrewdneſs, 


ſtanding, 


balan 


6 24 y 
the Exciſe C Office at the 


bad not been diſp 


bar, or either of FO were e or art 
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With major to the priſoner” Smith, he 
had admitted, that he was a principal actor 


in the robbery by his own declarations, 
which had been read, and emitted at dif- 
ferent times, when the priſoner was 4 
and recollected, as had been proved. 

was true, theſe declarations would not, = 


e, be ſufficient to warrant a verdict againſt 


Smith; but they were confirmed in every 


particular by the direct evidence of Brown 
and Ainſlie, and alſo by the whole of the 
circumſtantiate evidence: It was therefore 
| impoſſible not to believe them; and, if the 


Jury thought ſo, they would find a verdict. 
for the Crown accordjughy 


With 


4 


dez abe in ke 
manner libelled, as wines ee fact which 
ly remained to inquire who committed that 
robbery, and whether the priſoners at the 
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10 Wind regard to William Brodie, his Lord» 


ſhip aid; that the Jury 


not a relevant objection in law, had been 


ſtated to theſe witneſſes, particularly to 


Brown; and, if they had contradicted one 
another, or had been contradicted by the 


other evidence, no doubt their evidence 
would have gone for nothing. They were 
only to be believed in ſo far as they were 


conſiſtent, and ſupported by the other parts 


of the proof; but to that extent they were 


entitled to credit. It was alſo a ſtrong cir- 


cumſtance, tending to ſupport their credibi- 
lity, that they were corroborated, in every | 


material circumſtance, - by Smith's declara- 


tions. Theſe, indeed, were not evidence 
| againſt Mr Brodie; but they were a link 


of the general chain of evidence which 
| tended to ſtrengthen and give effect to the 
whole; for ſurely it could not be ſaid that 
he (Smith) was in a ſituation to give falſe 
teſtimony againſt another, which, at the 

ſame 


had, in the firſt 
place, | the direct evidence of Brown and 
Ainſlie. It was true, a very ſtrong, although 
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e | 
ame time, endangered his on life; nor 
had he any opportunity of framing a ny 

cm Bron: and Ainſſie. We e 


"4 % 
Et a N 15 13 : 4 2 


1 . ee to this direct = RA 


Mr Brodie's intimacy: with the perſons who = 


committed the robbery, his being in com- 
pany with them that very evening, at the 
time they went about it, which was ſwore 
to by Graham Campbell. There was, his 
abſconding from this country immediately 
when Smith and Ainſlie were apprehended, 
Eis concealment in London, although he 
knew that he was ſearched after, his ma- 
king his eſcape from there with ſo much 
art and diſguiſe, — his going to Holland, 
and changing his name. There were his 
letters to different perſons in Edinburgh; 
in one of which, he acknowledged a direct 
concern in the laſt depredation of Smith, 
Brown, and Ainſſie, which he calls the laſt 
Jatal one. Theſe were all circumſtances 
that afforded a ſtrong ſuſpicion againſt Mr 


Brodie. It was true, the Dean of Faculty 
1 | TE had 


Kade deb büred to account for theſe ſ uit... 
cious appearances in a different way, by 


aſcribing them to the proceſs at the chim- 
ney-ſweeper's inſtance againſt Brodie, and 
the Jury would judge which of theſe ag 
counts were moſt credible; but his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, it appeared to him, that the ac- 


count now given of the cauſe of Mr Bro- 
dies conduct was rendered perfectly inere- 
dible by his own letters and declaration, as 


well as by the other circumſtances. of the 


caſe; for, could it be believed that a pro- 
4 ceſs at a chimney- W 8 de would 
have: nabe Mann 


* - 
94 . 


die, an attempt to prove an alibi. But the 
import of that evidence had been ſo fully 


ſtated already, he would not dwell upon it. 


He left the credibility of the witneſſes, 
| and the diſerepancy of their teſtimonies, 


to the Jury. In ſhort, he concluded, 
with FE) the Jury to return ſuch a 
e e - TELE - verdict 
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verdict as Wolf own good ſenſe and con- 
oh ſciences ſhould diccate. W ER A 


The en, Faflice'C Clerk + ng finiſhed 
his addreſs to the Jury, he ſaid, that he 


hoped it would not be inconvenient for 


them to return their verdict at twelve 


obelock that day; but, upon the ſuggeſtion 


of one of the Jurymen, it was fixed to be at 
one. o'clock, The Court then pronounced 


an interlocutor, appointing the Jury in- 


ſtantly to incloſe i in that place, and to re- 


turn their verdict at one o'clock ; and ap- 


pointed the priſoners to be carried back to 


priſon; continued the diet of Court againſt 
them till that time; and required all per- 


ſons having intereſt then to attend under 2 


the pains of law. 


The Court being thus adjourned, the 
Jury were incloſed, and remained together 
about half an hour, when the doors were 
opened. „ | 


Thuſ- 
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© Thurſday Auguſt ab. 


The Court being again met at one uy 
being opened and read by 


the Judges ſeverally, they appointed it to 
be recorded. During this pauſe a deep ſi- 


(a9) 


* 


by the Clerk of Court as follows: 


+» 


the Clerk of Court called over the lift 
Chancellor; upon which the Chan- 


of the Jury; and being all preſent, the 
The verdi& being recorded, the Lord 


juſtice Clerk called upon the Priſoners to 


The verdi 


6 * * 2 


cellor roſe, and delivered their verdict to 


Lord Juſtice Clerk aſked them who was 
his Lordſhip ſealed. 


clock, and the priſoners brought to the 


lence prevailed, 


their 


attend to it; and it was then read aloud 


— — — 9 
_ 


en # 4. Edinburgh, the 28th e, 


| _ Auguſt 1788 Ye 1 
26 Tbe Aber aſſize having incloſed, made 


© choice of the ſaid John Hutton to be their 
© chancellor, and of the faid John Hay to 


| © be their clerk, and having confidered the 
Criminal Indictment  raifed and purſued 


at the inſtance of his Majeſty' s Advocate, 
ffor his Majeſty” s intereſt, againſt William 


© Brodie and George Smith, pannels *, with 
the interlocutor on the relevancy thereof 
© pronounced by the Lord' Juſtice Clerk 


* and the Lords Commiſſioners of Juſticia- 
© ry, together with the depoſitions of the 


_ © witnefles adduced by the Proſecutor for 
< proving the ſame, and the feveral decla- 
© rations libelled on, as alſo the depoſitions 


© of the witneſſes adduced for the priſoner 


$ William Prodie, in exculpatipn,+— —They 
* all, 


* The uſing the word PaNNEL in place of Px r- 
SONER is peculiar to Scotland. It is believed it took 
its riſe from the nich or place where the criminal 
was placed at the bar, which was called the Pannel. 


Adv 


* as A 
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all, in one voice, find the ſaid William 
«Brodie - and George Smith, PFannels, 7 5 

UILT of the crime libelled. In wit- 

neſs whereof, their ſaid Chancellor and 

Clerk have ſubſcribed theſe preſents in 
© their name, and by their ene 
N and date foreſaid. 


(Signed) ths Job Hutton, Chan- R 
1 8325 Hay, Clerk.” * 
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The abovg verdict being read, the Lond 
Advocate role, and craved the Judgment of 
| the Court * it. 


The Counſel for the pannels then pled 
an arreſt of judgment, upon the following . 
grounds, 1 m, That, from evidence taken 
in the courſe of the trial, it appeared that 2 
the libel was inſufficient, in ſo far as it 
charged, * That the pannels did wickedly 
* and feloniouſly break into the houſe in 
* which the General Exciſe Office for Scot- 
land was kept ;* whereas, it ought to 
| have 


£ ; 


N 


n Rated, That they ſo who into one * 
the houſes ſo kept, deſcribing ſuch houſe 8 
particularly, in reſpect that it appeared 
from the proof chat there were two ſepa- 
rate and diſtinct houſes in which the Ge- 
neral Exciſe Office for Scotland was then 


kept, on the oppoſite ſides of the court, 
and at a conſiderable diſtance from each o- 


ther. 2do, Suppoſing this uncertainty in 
the libel as to the locus delicate was inſuffi- 
cient to operate an arreſt of judgment, no 
| judgment could paſs upon the verdict of 
the Jury, on account of the uncertainty 
| thereof, inaſmuch as it found, in general 
terms, the pannels guilty of the crimes li- 
belled, which inferred that they had been 
guilty of breaking 1 into the houſe in which 
the General Exciſe Office for Scorland was 
then kept, without diſtinguiſhing to which 
of the two before mentioned houſes the 
verdict applied. And the preſent plea in 
arreſt of judgment, on that account, deſer- 
ved the greater conſideration, t that the Jury | 
were called upon, by the manner in which 
the 
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proof was eondu@ed on the part of the” 


pannels, to attend particularly to the cir- 
cumſtance of the Exciſe Office being kept i in 


tav0 © ee and de; een as a- 


8 „ , 
7 _ : * 7 ; xz 


*. 


— in the wy bee, That he 


plea now offered was not receivable in 
point of form, as it reſolved into an objec- | 


tion to the relevancy or form of the in- 
ditment, which ought to have been ſtated 
in limine, The fact, however, was, that 
the indictment was ſuſtained as relevant, 


and admitted to the knowledge of an aſ- 


ſize in common form ; and the Jury ha- 
ving returned a verdict finding the pan- 
nels guilty. of the crime there charged, 
there could be no room for any further 
| proceedings, except to pronounce. the ſen- 


| tence of the law. upon. the verdi ſo re- 
turned; - the facts which were the ſubject 


of proof were not then before the Court ; 


and, regularly, the Court had no acceſs to 


know, or to inquire, whether the Exciſe 
con- 
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confiſted of one or. more Hines; ws * E= 


ven if the matter were open, the objeQi 


was. frivolous, the fact being, that the bouſe 5 
which was broke into, as ſtated in the in- 
dictment, was really and truly the houſe 


known by the name of the General Exciſe 
Office for Scotland at the imme although 


one or two. of. the clerks, or 


cers, were accommodated ir in Way a fall | houſe 


within a few. feet or. yards of the large one, 


and which was joined to it a8 a wing; 1 the 
principal houſe, which was broken into 
being hired at I. zoo per annum of rent, 


and the ſmall ee Hoſt ber BREA. 
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The Court, after reaſoning, pronounced 
the following interlocutor: : © The Lord 
1 © Juſtice Clerk, and Lords Commiſſioners 

* of Juſticiary, how. confi dered the fore- 
they repel | the Pt. offered 55 


* going debate, t 
© in arreſt” of Judgment.” e 
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The Lord Fuftice: Clerk then addreſſed 
himſelf to the-priſoners in a ſerious aud pa- 
duty of his office to pronounce the ſentence 


of the law againſt them: They had had a 
fair trial, conducted throughout with atten- 


tion and candour, and had been found guilty 
by the verdict of their country. He wiſhed 


he could be of any uſe to them in their 


preſent melancholy ſituation; but to one 
of them any thing he could ſay would per- 


haps be deemed uſeleſs, Mr Brodie, from 
is Gruation. in life; and bin education, 


could not fail to know what belonged to 
his preſent ſituation, He hoped they would 
improve the ſhort time they had now to 


live, by a ſincere repentance of their crimes, 


and in obtaining forgiveneſs of Heaven 
for their paſt offences; and God always 
| liſtened tothoſe who ſought him in ſincerity... 


His Lordſhip then pronounced the 'aw- 
ful ſentence, © decerning and adjudging 
' the pannels to be carried from the bar 
back to the tolbooth of Edinburgh, 
therein to remain till Wedneſday the 
firſt Gay of October next; and, on that 

2; © day, 
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* r betwixt the hours of wo had four 
* 6'clock afternoon, to be taken from 
* the ſaid tolbooth, to the place of com. 
mon execution apppinted by the magi- 
* ſtrates of Edinburgh, and there to be 
* hanged by'the neck, by the hands of the 
$ emen N pon 4 an, un- 


C be er to 1 be eſcheat 
8 and e fut his e uſe, 


at #: nl at Gif. 5 
mes, 1 möded and intertupted 5 
proce Haſs: ef the Court. At pro- 
noutcing. the ſentence, Mr Brodie diſco- 
vered ſome inclination” to addreſs himſelf 
to the Court, but was, reſtrained by his 
Counſel. He ſtood up in a firm manner, 
with his hands in his ſides, while the ſen- 
tence was reading, and, when it was ended, 
made a bow to the Judges.—Smith ſeemed 
funk in deep diſtreſs, and tears were drop- 
ping from his eyes, 
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London 
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atched from 
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of hav 
On Tueſday, the 1ſt] uly, I left London, 


| 


— 


been brought from the Stadthouſe 
| tainz we lay it before the public. . 


zurious, and Brodi, 
member 


* 
/ 
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Pe 
to take charge of Mr Brod 


We have been favoured with a copy of his 
is c 


Journal 


is Journal. 


- I 4 


wich at three o'clock the 


Wedneſday, waited on Mr 
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ſoner we te 
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| My Grove 


pril 
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next morning 
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» which, as it 1 
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to Amſterdam 
and arrived at Har 


the firſt 


| 
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. the agent for the packet, with Mr 


Fraſer's letter, and alſo on the Captain, 


who dined with me: At half · paſt four in 


the afternoon failed out of the harbour, 
and loſt ſight of the land at nine. Thurſ- 


day, got ſight of Helvoetſluys at 12 next 


day, —a dead calm four leagues from ſhore, 


—rowed into the harbour in the long boat, 
with Captain Hearne, and Carpmeal, (Sir 
8. Wright's officer), with the mail, and a 
woman going as Lady's maid to Sir James 
Harris's Lady,—drove back by tide, and 


almoſt out to fea again, —landed on ſand, 
walked to ſeveral farm-houſes, leaving the 


mail and baggage on the ſand, guarded, in 


queſt of a waggon,—refuſed ; a boor, at 


laſt, went at an extravagant price; we 


had walked ſeven miles on hot ſands, and 


parched with thirſt; —at eight o'clock wag- 
gon came with the mail, &c.—ſet out for 


the Brill; but, within two miles, waggon 
| broke down, and obliged to procure boors 


to carry mail, &c,—arrived at the Brill at 
wo 0 ooo nine; Brooks the meſſenger 
. ">" GRE 


( 22g ) 
| came from Helvoetſluys to meet us, where 


he had been waiting, had heard nothing 
of any perſon (Engliſhmen) being in cu- 


ſtody at Amſterdam, which much alarmed 
me,—nor had Hutchinſon, the collector of 
the paſſports, more alarmed delivered 
Mr Fraſer's letter to Brooks ;—at ten ſet off 
with Brooks for Maſlinſluys, —arrived there 
at half-paſt eleven, - got to Delft at three- 
quarters paſt 12 ;—arrived at the Hague at 


3 in the morning in an open poſt waggon, 
with heavy rain, thunder, and lightning.— 


Friday, waited on Sir James Harris at ten 
in the morning,—introduced by Brooks, — 
treated with great affability, and received a 


letter from Sir James, which he had already 


wrote, directed to Mr Rich, the conſul, Sir 
James having firſt informed me that Brodie 
was ſafe in the Stadthouſe,—conſulted Sir 


James on the mode of obtaining bim,—, 


informed that, if the magiſtrates of Amſter- 


dam required an official application to the 


States General, to come back immediately 
to TIO” and he would obviate all difficul= 
ties; 
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ties; os he did not think it 1 be n= 
ceſſary; it was Sir James 8 opinion the ma- 
giſtrates would give him up witho ut, if not, 
was certain they would detain him till. an 
_ anſwer to Sir James's application to the 
States could be obtained ;—ſet off for Am- +4 
ſterdam, and artived there the ſame even 
ing ;-waited on Mr Rich ,—Politely re- 
ceived; and we conſulted on meaſures,.— 
Mr Rich to wait on one of the magiſtrates 
that evening, and to ſend to me early next 
: morning.—Waited on Mr Duncan, a Scots 
gentleman, and father-in-law to Mr Ge- 
rard, a miniſter at Amſterdam, with Mr 
Langlands's letter ;—Mr Duncan ſeemed 
willing to identify Brodie ; but, on being 
called our into another room by Mr Ge- 
rard and his wife, on his return, Mr D. 
faid, as far as his word of honour as a gen- 
tleman would go, and his belief, he would 
Jay he was the man; but, if an oath was 
required,. he would not Saw then a ma- 
nifeſt reluctance in Mr D. and had no 


doubt his daughter and the parſon would 
endeavour 


f 
7 


| endeavour to 8 him to deriins trou- 
bling himſelf i in the matter; but judged he 
could not go back from what, he had ſaid | 
t Mir a * of 75 5 rg. | 'Y +> 1 
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3 NV. B. No miſchief. ba a woman 7 | 
wie In.itmhete both, 1 
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: FR" tf IE a inciſage from 
Mr Rich;—moſt of the magiſt rates gone to 
their country-hoyſes,-- nothing could be 
done till Manday ;—Mr Rich entertained 
no doubt, but ſaid a magiſtrate had inform- 
ed him, that a formal. requiſition muſt be 
made by him in writing to the magiſtrates, 
he produced the copy of one, requiring 
the perſon of William Brodie to be-deliver- 
ed up; I corrected it, by inſerting other- 
wiſe Jobn Dixon, as the magiſtrates of Am- 
ſterdam knew of no William Brodie ; Mr 
Rich agreed it was proper; informed him 
of my ſuſpicions reſpecting Mr Duncan, 
and the ſteps that would be taken by his 
family, to make him, if poſlible, recant;— 
my 


6 | 2 1 * * 
„„ ² 0 
* 232 F 


32 4 5 3 


| my fears further increaled, a8” Mr Duncan 
lodged in the ſame tavern with me, 1 had 
frequent opportünitſes « of converſation with 
him, and could plainly. ſee a 'forrow for 
what he had ſaid, and a wiſh to retraQ. 
Monday, waited on Mr Rich found, 
by a miſtake in not inſerting otherwiſe 
Jobn Dixon in the requiſition, that the 
bufineſs muſt be delayed till the next day 
ten o'clock, when a general meeting of the 
magiſtrates, with the grand ſchout, (high 
| theriff),' to conſider on the application 
miſtake oorrected, and requiſition preſented. 
—Tueſday, ſent for' by the magiſtrates 
Fe the Stadthouſe from their manner, 
judged Brodie's delivery as brig 
—Mr Duncan ſent for. K ic Gee 


Mr Duncan's account to the Magiſtrates. 


That he was not a native of Edinburgh, 
In py er tr Mop hen Aw gt dts! - - 
but of Aberdeen; that he frequently came 


to Edinbusgh on buſineſs _ that, eight, 
| ten, 


1 5 


ten, or twelve years ago, he could notlay 


which, the man who, now called. himſelf] : 


Jobn Dixon, was pointed out to him as 
Deacon Brodie, having aſked a gentleman, 
who he was: That he had ſeen him ſeveral 


times:after, and always underſtood him-to 


be Deacon Brodie, but did not know his 
Chriſtian name; had no doubt, and verily 


believed:he was the ſame man; but would 


not ſwear he had no doubt, and verily be · 
lieved him to be the lame, 
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= 1255 my ſtan bere, and claim 
5 the protection of the laws of chis country, 
which require two witneſſes, e oath, to 


| aig me e Willem e th 3! 


787 


0 No man! have ch protection 0 "R "mY 
of this country, but they do not require 
two oaths to identify you; it requires that 
the magiſtrates ſhall be /atisfied yo are che 
| | | Te ; . | * 3 3; Pe x 6 2935 „ 
Mr Groves. 1 hs leave he may be aſk- 
ed, if re is not a native of 0 ? 
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Queſtion pat—The ane I have AY 
at * 33 7 5 15 5 | 


Mr eee 1 be a Deacon 4p Lü 
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Rs 1 claim the L os of oe laws. | Was. 
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Mr de Does he know Mr William 
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4 I know ſuch a man. Mg ey" Tas IR 
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Mir Orient Then that William Walker 
\provyred the eſcape of this William Brodie 


from London, which I can prove by ex- 


tracts of letters now in my pocket, the ori- 


ginals; of which are here in the hands of 
your: officers. . tt can ſwear ro Mr Walker' $ 


writing, 7 4A IV 


: Pie ordered to withdraw, 


11 fr a. > 
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Here the Magiärates alked me, if © was 
ready t to ſwear, that, from the pointed de- 
ſcription of him, and all ſaid circumſtances, 
he was, to the beſt of my belief, the man 
required. to be given up ?—l told them I 
„FFF 
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"Mr Deen was then aſked, If, chr 
what he knew, and what he had heard, he 
| would 


Walker; att orney at. erer the Adelphi, 
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Kino be the man. e ee 
kt Docks at's nch Lamm only a viftor 
here, and being called on ſuch an occaſion, 
5 it might, in my own country whete I am 


a Magiſtrate, have the appearance of for- 


wardneſs, if I was to ſweat. Hay am A man 

of honour, and a gentleman, and my word 
ought to be taken. I do believe, and IL have 
no doubt, that he is the ſame man; "op 857 
decline to ſwear i it: N ll take. no oath. 


The Migiſtrates expoſtcficel 5 bat un- 

ſueceſsfully, on the abſurd idea of ſaying, 

5 7 have no manner of doubt, and verily be- 

lieve, and refuſing to wear j W 7 have 10 
manner * doubt E Ke. l 105 * 


As 1 had previouſly drawn up an © Ner- 
mation for Mr Duncan and myſelf to that 
effect, he was aſked, If he would fign'it 
without frrearing 7 when Mr Duncan Tad 


Fe would, 
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1 
: 


mould pay the- Siem mile fg to me 


| even to uy belief, Certi 


they did to Mr Duncan, and take my =. 


 aafereacithes certificate, without Al oath, 
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The MAY was then ordered in, 452 


tte certificates read to him, and aſked, If 
he had not a father ? he replied, None: 
But you had a father, ſaid the Judge was 


not his name Brodie? To this Mr Brodie 


enge we There are more Brodies than 


—5 af . E 


Then by that, ſaid the: Judge, pour con- 
ks your name is Brodie 2 1 2 0 


2 
oats N | "'Y k by 


* Eb linguar, my Lord. 
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Brodie again inſiſted upon the oaths, but | 
the Judge told him that all they' wanted | 
was to be fatisfied, which they were flom 
bat Mr Duncan an and Mr n Had den- 


— — wy > - 
— N  pern en — 
— . - 


A r 
— — 


— — — 
— — 
_ 

— 


19 
Ai 
1 1 
$141 100 
1 
1 
{474 f 
1 
115 
41 
N 
Ri 
if 
10 
14 
in 
7; 
1 
Is + 
i 
: 
331,535! 
: 
(2 


im) 


"SOLE Ft 
A. FI 
on Re, 3 7 ; N : * 
3 2 - & 1 "= * 8 1 0 2 5 44 2 : c 8 2 7 
- L x 4 
g i; 
F 13 
wu. 14 4 F 


He was ; told- . ould g 120 off "as t 
day; ; and it was r ſettled at four! in e af- 
ternoon. 5 5 
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Abe (Judge 6 told me 1 ſhould 4 E 
guide, who would procure the means of 
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| + conveyanice, &c. I took my leave of them 


with thanks, &c.; waited on Mr Rich; 

at four was ſent for to the Stadchouſe, 
| where there was a prodigious croud ; two 
| carriages and four guides, with four horſes 


got to Helvoet without much interruption 
next day at one o clock ; "ene: 1 at 
ave.” Oe DAT de | 
85 N. B. had wrote a letter to o fir James 

Harris on the Saturday, requeſting the 
packet to be detained, who informed me 


Monday, 


* , [and Partly” from a eee, of 5 


in each carriage; and the priſoner, being 
properly ſecured, we put him into one, and 


by, Mr Rich, with whom I dined on the 
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arrived next day at 


n at Sir Sampſon Wright's, | before 
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% On Thurſday night, e 
we arrived at Harwich —ſupped— 
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| The following is an acrount of the pro- 
ceſs, at Hamilton the chimney-ſweeper's 
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3 and Con, "A Brodie,:8m mith, 
Ainſlie. It ſtates, that, on a certain night 


in: January laſt; he, Hamil 


ö of the Heſh- 


lark vintner, at the hea 
4 market cloſe: at Whe 
there playing at dice, mar, ſuſpecting no 


fraud or debeit, he had joined in the a- | 


f 1 ny a: thor: face, loſs 


| 2 fi 4 


| ing ops dee ufs 5a a ha e bs 
ſeized on the dice, and had them examined 
and diſcovered: That they were loaded, or 
Jalſe dice fled ar- one 
lead: And he concludes with praying for a 
warrant io apprehend And incarcerate the 
faid perſons, until they ſhould. repeat the 
dum of Which he had been ſo defrauded, 
and pay a ſum over — in dani of 

51 poi ſa 015 i 


TE Allens were given i for © My Brodie t to 
1 n Kaen ahus 
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1 ton, accidentally 
met with theſe perſons in the hauſe of 


n che joined them 


end or corner with 


he' h 
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ted, in gane IR on the "ME 
1 mentioned in the petition, they were 
innocently amuſing themſelves with a game 
at dice over a glaſs of punch, and that the 
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petitioner intruded himſelf upon their com- 


pany: That, if falſe dice were uſed on that 
ocbaſion, it was unknown to the defenders, 
as the dice they played with belonged to the 
houſe: That, if the petitioner had loſt the 
ſum he alledged, it had not been gained by 
the defenders, as Smith and Ainſlie had 
ſaid, that, ſo far from gaining any thing 
chat evening, they had loſt, and Brodie ſaid 
he had only gained 78. 6 d.: That the pe- 
titioner himſelf was a noted adept in the 
ſcie nee of gambling; and it was not very 
credible that he would have allowed him 
ſelf to be impoſed upon in the manner he 4 
had POO , 1 rn VIS 2145 
ee ah 44 44] le e es fe 
The replies for Hamilton to en an- 
s RS h | ſavers 
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wert are a curious Production. After 
ſtating the nature of the complaint, and the 
defences that had been made to it for Bro- 
die, Smith, and Ainſlie, they fay, . A 
wonderful ſtory indeed! Smith and Ain- 
ſlie, two noted ſharpers at the buſineſs, in 
their ariſwers, affert they were loſers, and 
innocent Mr Brodie avers he was only a 
gainer in this paltry trifle of 78. 6 d. and 
yet the petitioner | finds himſelf -out -of 
pocket fear as many guineas as that gen- 
tleman ſays he received of dhillingh, 'Cer- 
| tain, however, it is, that it could not ſink ! 
| Ceertain alfo it is, that in their company, 
i by undue means, he loft five guinea notes, 
two half guineas in gold, and fix thillings 
in 5 be before he the fraud.” 2 


1 


Neither Dr aba nor dos: 
were preſent to tranſmute it. Unleſs, there- 
fore, ſome of their learned pupils had not 
been very near him, he would have been 
in poſſeſſion of his money at this moment. 
Mr Brodie knows nothing about, and i- 
| entirely 


aways confedered. all dice to be alike. It is, 


_ who, is ſuch an adept in the ſcience, as to 


* be alone capable of uſing ſuch inſtru- 
ments, and of explaining the nature of 


them. —Miſerable l that the petitioner, a 
deemed ſharper, ſhould be taken in. by a 
pigeon, to uſe the lingua of the lub. But 
ſo it has happened. Mr Brodie knows 
nothing of ſuc 


2 


never made them his ſtudy—not he ! Ne- 


ver was at either pains or expences to ac- 


quire them, nor ever ſtudied under Mr 
Ania, &c. &c. for that very ſpecial pur- 
not he indeed! Mr Brodie never 


andes ct where nothing but 


the blackeſt and vileſt arts were practiſed 
to catch a pigeon ;' nor ever was acceſſary 
either by himſelf or others in his combi- 
nation, to behold the poor young creature 
plucked alive, and not one feather left up- 
on its wings—not he indeed! He never 


was acceſlory to fee or be concerned (ind 


fleecing 


entirely ignorant of ſuch deuicet, and al- 


lays he in bis anſwers, it is the petitioner 


vile tricks not he! He 
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| fleeting RE ignorant, "I  rhoughtles the 


young, and the unwary, nor even made it 


his ſtudy, his anxidus fudy, with unwearied 


concern, at midnight hours, to haunt the 
rooms, where he thought of meeting with 
the company, from which there was a 
Poffibility of fetching from a- ſcurvy ſix- 
pence to a hundred guineas— not he in- 


deed! He is unacquainted altogether, ei- 


ther with packing or fhufffing 4 ſet of 
cards — he i is indeed! Mr Brodie, i in all his 
innocent amuſements, never met with any 
perſon, who, after having been fleeced of 


money, to the amount of a hundred pounds, 


and detected of the vile and diſhoneſt me- 


thods by which it had been abſtracted from 


him, received, as a return for his moral ree- 


titude, a very handſome inciſion on the 


eye — never he indeed! He never was in 
ſuch company, nor ever met with ſuch 
accident not he! It is only the petitioner, 
or ſuch like him, who are known and 
adepts in the devices, which Mr Brodie 
very modeſtly ſays he is innocent of, who 


could 


Rt ” 146 5 


ceive ſuch returns. — 


* 


nocence may be on theſe ſtores, previous to 


the 17th January current, it is as certain, 


that on that hight, both him, and Ainſlie, 
and Smith; had acquired more comipleat 
knowledge of the buſineſs of gambling'than 


the petitioner; for, notwithſtanding all his 
art, they went infinitely beyond him; he 


was totally at a loſs when he obſerved the 
dice take ſuch a run; not indeed but he 
was apprehenſive ſomething was going on 


N unfair and ungenerous: At laſt, after ha- 
ving been deſpoiled of his money, he 
ſeized them, and diſcovered the charm. 


For this unjuſtifiable procedure in the de- 
fender, the petitioner is confident every 
good magiſtrate will feel it their duty to 
give him reparation; and it is their buſi- 
neſs to check theſe infamous proceedings, 
be they followed by whatſoever perſon they 
may; for, the greater the man is, and the 
8 __ © werghtier 


- Suid bet gily ef fuck practices mak 76. 5 


Nut 2 rt 146.4 r 11 enam 241 
in But, however certain Mr Brodie's in- 
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ject of juſtice and example; and the lower 
the man is, in rank or ftation, wwho ſuffers 


by ſach, the louder is n mare the 


demand for . Se Sy 

16 «If, W the 1714; Pa Ng 
gif ure had perceived its pernicious con- 
ſequences, how much more is it the duty 
of thoſe to whom its execution is entruſt- 


ed, -to act up to its very letter 3; when it is 
| a fact, chat, in theſe modern times, gaming 


of every kind has pervaded all ranks; from 
the ſtable· boy to the Peer it is the ſubject 
of ſtudy and of practice; and ſome of eve- 
ry denomination have made it their chief 
buſineſs to attain the method or art how to 
cheat his neighbour the beſt, his neighbour, 
nay, his friend and companion, who never 
would have ſuſpected ſuch a latent ſerpent 
lay in his breaſt, There are living inſtances 
of men, who, though born to indepen- 
dence, and enjoying moſt ample fortune, 


can intermix with the very loweſt claſs of 


the 


( 2 } - 


the multitude, and even court thein com» | 
pany, from motives prompted ſurely by the : 
principles only of rapacity and avarice ; 
and, without ſhame, or. remorſe, uſe the 
moſt unjuſtifiable and di ſhoneſt practices to 
fleece them of their little pittance, pittances 
ſo mueh below their envy, that a relation 
of them would not bear the appearance .of 
truth ; and what muſt theſe men appear to 
be in the mind of every good perſon ; yet 
lit! there are ſuch who demean themſelves 
to thele praktices und, rather than aſſociate 
with their equals, will deſcend to keep com- 
pany with oſtlers, pedlars, and ſtable-boys,” 
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Narrative of the Falle e tbe RY 
. into the Shop at the head of Bridęe- 
Street, belonging t 10 John and Andrew 


7 


| Bruce, Merchants i 125 Edinburgh, on "the 
night betwixt. . n and -agth th b Des 
| \ | Lenker 786% 1 &þ 5 pn e 41 2 


e ein 


In the courſe of ks precognitions 9 by 
the Sheriff reſpecting the crimes committed 
by Brodie, Smith, Brown, and Ainſlie, Meſſ. 
John and Andrew Bruce, merchants in E- 
dinburgh, applied to the Procurator Fiſcal 
to know if any facts had come out reſpect- 

ing the breaking of their ſhop at the head 
of Bridge- ſtreet; and always received for 


anſwer, that, whenever any thing occurred 
about 


(49) 


aw".  * 


informed of. it. The Procurator Fiſcal, 


however, never gave the Meſſ. Bruces any 


information on that head; althe the very 


| warrant on which' Smith and Ainſlie were 
incarcerated. in March laſt bore that it was 
on Mk of braking their oops; NILS 


* 9 


When Smith 104 Wood 3 their 
indietment in the 19th. of July laſt, it then 
appeared that no crime was ſpecified in the 
indictment but the breaking into the Exciſe 
Office. Meſſ. Bruces then applied to the 
Procurator Fiſcal, to know if any thing had 
come out, or was taken down in'the pre- 
cognition reſpecting the breaking of their 
ſhop; when he told them, that nothing had 
been taken down thereanent ; though Meſſ. 
Bruces were informed by Smith, that he 


had, when examined before the Sheriff, de- 


clared every fact concerning it. Meſſ. Bruces 
were at a loſs to account for this EXTragre" 
dinary negle & of not taking down into the 
T all the facts that Smith had 
11 declared 
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ut paige: their ſhop, they . be 
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| aeclared relutive to their PT heh were 

in juſtice” entitled to this, fo as at leaſt to 
Have been ſatisfied: in” Enowing: who had 
done them the injury; and and it might have 
led to a complete proof of the fact, ſo as to 

entitle them to reſtitution of the value 
ſtolen fram them, from rhe funds of thoſe 
| who had been guilty of the crime. They 
ſignified to the Procurator Fiſcal that they 
wiſhed ſtill to have an examination of all 
concerned. But this he declined, by faying | 
it was e to 40 it now—that 1227 | 
were e 5 
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Mell. Bruee therefore ew up a memo- 
rial, and laid it before his Majefty's Advo- 
cate, in order to get, if poffible, an exa- 
mination reſpecting the breaking of their 
hop; when his Lordſhip was pleaſed to 
fignify, that it could ſtill be done, and de- 
ſired an application might be made to the 
Sheriff for that purpoſe; which was done 
accordingly by a petition of the following 
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© Hunbly Ma” ect 597 
t- FIR Ei the night ENCE thin 24th wp 
| 5th days of 1 December 1786, the petition- 
ers ſhop, at che head of Bridge-ſtreet, was 
broke into, and ſeveral gold watches, ſeals, 
rings, and other articles, were carried off, 
to the value of about L. 350 Sterling. The 
petitioners applied to the Procurator Fiſcal 
upon this occaſion, who aſſured them, that 
every ſtep ſhould be taken to endeavour to 
find out the perſons who had robbed en 
of their en CC, . 
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05 -atellitience. however, could be got 
reſpeQing this buſineſs till the beginning of 
| March 
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March laſt, when Brown gave W 

of Rim and his alfoctiites, "Smith; Ajnflie, 
and Brodie, „ being the perſons ho had 
committed 10 many offences of that Eind; 
and, accordingly, the Procurator Fiſcal pre- 
ſented. a. petition. to Jour Lordſhip, Rating 
the fact, of the 3 ſhop being broke, 
and referring to a liſt of articles ftolen 
therefrom; and that there was aper to 
believe that Smith and Ainſlie were the 
perſons guilty of that crime, upon Which 
they were apprehended, and incarcerated 
in the tolbooth of Edinburgh, where they 
have remained ever ſince; and Smith and 
Brodie. are now indicted to be tried for cer- 
tain crimes, other than that of ns the 
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oF When . the 1 learned that no 
notice of their ſhop was taken in the in- 
dictment, they applied to the Procurator 
Fiſcal to know what facts had come out in 
the precognition, regarding the breaking 


of their ſhop, when he informed them, that 
A Fog e 2 


the fact that he was the pi 


Ting 


9 LY 
got a word reſpecting their ſhop had ws 
taken down in the precognition, though he 
admitted, when Smith was examined be- 
fore your Lordſhip, he had acknowledged 
erſon who had 
broke the petitioners ſhop, with the know- | 
ledge; and by the advice of Brodie: That 
Brodie had- actually got part of the articles 
ſtolen therefrom, particularly ſome gold 
ſeals, and a gold ene and ſome . 

ie 

n theſe . the petitioners 
were at a loſs to know how to conduct 
themſelves, in order ſtill to get an exami- 
nation of Smith, Brodie, and their aſſoci- 
ates, as there might be ſome difficulty in 
the matter, now that Smith and Brodie 
were indicted. However, as they are in- 
dicted for other crimes, the petitioners took 
the liberty of ſtating the matter in a me- 
morial to his Majeſty” "I Advocate, who is 
of opinion, that Smith, Brodie, and all o- 
thers concerned, or ſuſpected, might ſtill 
be examined, with regard te to the breaking 


into 
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into the petitioners ſhop; and deſired that 55 
the preſent application might be 775 n I 
085 re ar om purpoſe. LETS "= 
The e are i Fe . N 
| though indicted, is Rill willing to declare 'r 
| every fact and circumſtance reſpecting this 
3 matter: They are alſo informed, that Bro- 
| die's watch, with ſome ſeals, are in the 
| hands of Sir Sampſon Wright, at London, 7 
and to be tranſmitted here. They, there- 5 
fore, humbly truſt, that proper orders will 
| be given to preſerve theſe articles entire; : 
1 and that inſpection of them will be given 
IS to tlie petitioners, that it may be known: 
| whether they are Kage of the articles ftolen 
fans their ſhop, . 4 
8 1 
* 7.0 it t-therefire 3 your ur Lordſhip, by 
| io take the declarations of the ſaid or 
. Smith, Brodie, Ainſlie, and Brown, ſti 
N and any other perſons | that may be 
I'S thought. neceſſary, and condeſeended th 
on by the petitioners 3, and to. give in- cc 
in 


reer 


formation 
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261! | Formation 70 the petitioners FER fach 
 examingtibily are to take place; that 
"they, or their counſel, may attend, to 
put all pertinent queſtions 16 ſuch as 

xy 1 © ſhall be cnamined reſpetting the break- 

- - ing into the petitioners ſhop; und to 

Five inppection of Mr Brodie's watch, 

SHY _ ſeals, and other trinkets that may be 

along therewith, to the Peng? 
Een a 10 


According to Juſtice, b.. | 


1 


— 


| Gigned) Joun and AnDazw Haves. 
vu, 25th 1788. 


The deſire of the petition was bs | 

by the Sheriff on the 26th of July; and, 
on the 28th of that month, the Sheriff-ſub- 
ſtitute, with the Procurator Fiſcal, and Mr 
Bruce, went to the priſon to Smith; and 
the Sheriff-ſubſtitute informed him, he was 
come to take down his declaration reſpect- 
ing Meſſ. Bruces ſhop-breaking, but not 
with 


— woeys> anon ey . 
* 


GI 2 * 


— 2 


5 3 ann 2 2 A 2 4 
r OR DO attrition g tr Rn Gt) WP JAI 8 


er — — 
* * 


"_ 
e mw thee 


+ — i — 
PPP 
* 


« 4 2 
SS = 
£ 

OD 


© * 5 


with regard to any thing ET TIF in \ his 


indictment; and therefore hoped. be would 
tell the truth. To which, Smith anſwered, | 


he had no objeQion to tell the whole truth; 


he thought it a piece of Juſtice to. do Þ: : 
That he had formerly declared all he knew 2 
concerning that matter before. the Sheriff, 
but he believed it * not taken down * * 


Tk was wal 5 who bee. N 
in N as A 3. 3 | 


J 1 ap * % 9 


That, in the month of November 1786, 7 
the declarant and Brodie had laid a plan to 
break into a hardware ſhop on Bridge - 
ſtreet, belonging to Davidſon Mc#Kain : 
That they accordingly went there one night 
with a parcel of falſe keys and a ſmall crow 
iron, and opened the door, by unlocking 
the padlock and lock thereof with the falſe 
ys; - — which they went __ hid the 

Saud Ot "NE 


* See che concluſion "* Joſeph Mack's erigence, ; 
Page 32- : 


1 * 


Falte keys ati etw iron, iti” ate any of 
theſe articles ſhould. be found upon them,” | 
and then returned to the op: That Smith 


was to's 6 into the Mop, and Brodie to 


| chotn, which he ligfited : That their inten- 
| tion was only to look at che goods, but not 
to carry them off that night: That the de- 
clatant remained in the ſhop for about 
half ar an hour; 3 and, after being ſome time 
there, Brodie called out, What made him 
ſtay ſo long, was he taking an inventory 
of the ſhop 7 That the declarant only 
brought away with him that night ſeven- 


teen ſteel watch chains, and a ſmall red | 


pocket · book. The ſteel chains the decla- 
rant afterwards ſold along with ſome other 
goods of his own to an auctioneer, and the 

et · book he afterwards made a preſent 
of to Michael Henderſon, ſtabler in Graſs- 
market, his daughter: That the declarant 
and Brodie aftetwards, in about a fort- 
night, went back to rob M'Kain's ſhop 


K k eompletely, 


watch at ane outlide of the door: Thar 
the declarafit carried with hits à dark lan- 


y 2 y — — 
8 8 of err — P — + — =_ — 
— — SENS" JET, re — — MN | we n . 


ers 


F 


1 


3324 — 
r e 
* 


3 22 = = _ — : 9 — IT EVI i. 
p g - A * — 2 — Sn = A CA CBE 2 . — — = 1 — 
* WWW = 5 S 2 0 — — — — — 2 — — — 
5 2 22 k e 
— A > IE e r Un 2 Rn TE EE 2 2 2 8 —.— — - 2 2 £ — 5 * 
. in io PCA EC —— a — — 2 — — — - : 
— * 0 8 > * - . > IS: = 22 \ < 8 1 - — - _ —— — 
6 * 2 C2,-D, 6 „ - — - — — — T 
: n — L 7 . —— _ = —— \ = =_ 
* — — = 5 at — 
N Ts. 2. 
2 5 1 
. 2 n * 2 


——— — cis 
5 
* 
IE 2% 
* * — © A” $5 
OY \ : a . — 


05 226 » 


completely, and opened the door as former= 
ly, when Smith went in, and left Brodie to 
watch without; but he was nota few minutes : 
in the ſhop, when he heard a perſon i in the 
h room immediately below riſe out of his bed, | 


and. come towards che door; on which the 


declarant pulled up the mop-door, and | 


run ftraight into the ſtreet, without carry- 


ing any thing with him: That he found 
Brodie had fled ; and the declarant, on go- | 


ing up to the main ſtreet, found Brodie 
ſtanding at the head of the entry into the 
Old Green Market: That, a a little after 


8 this, the declarant and Brodie walked arm 


in arm down Bridge ſtreet, in order to ſee 
what they could obferve about the ſhop ; 


and, in paſſing down the freer, they ſaw a 


man looking out at the door immediately 
under M*Kain's ſhop, and a guard ſoldier 
ſtanding oppoſite, at the head of the ſtair 
which goes down to the Fleſh- market; ſo 


that the declarant and Brodie paſſed on a- 


long the Bridge, and afterwards went to 
their ſeveral homes, as nothing could be 


done 


6 259 ) 
| Pony Farther that night: : "That Brodie told 


F the declarant, that the ſhop at the head of 


| Bridge-ſtreet, belonging to Met. Bruces, 


would be a very proper ſhop for breaking 
Iato, as it contained valuable goods, and he 


knew the lock would be eaſily opened, 28 


it was a plain lock, his men having lately 
altered that ſhop-door, ar the lowering of 
the ſtreets : : That the plan of breaking into 
this ſhop was accordingly concerted betwixt 
them, and they agreed i to meet on the even- 


ing of the 24th of December 1786, being 1 


Saturday, at the houſe of James Clark 
vintner in the head of the Fleſh- market 
Cloſe, where they generally met with other 
company to gamble ; j That, having met 
there, they played at the game of hazard, 
till the declarant loſt all his money; but at 
this time Brodie was in luck, and gaining 
money: That the declarant often aſked 
Brodie to go with him on their own buſi- 
nels; - but Brodie, as he was gaining mo- 
ney, declined going, and deſired the decla- 


rant to ſtay a little, and he would go with 


him; 
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him j-—the deglarant, howeyer, turned im- | 
Patient, ag. it was near four 1 in the morning, 
and the time for doing rheir buſineſs Was 
going; he, therefore left the room, and 
went by himſelf to Meſf. Bruces chop, 
when he opened the door with falſe keys, 
and, after getting in, lighted a dark lan- 
thorn, and once out a the. hom-boxes or 


ey 


4 the cba ten en five of Them 

; gold, three filver, and two metal, with the 
| whole rings, loekets, and other jewellery 
and gold trinkets, in. the ſhow-boxes, all 
which he put into two old black ſtockings, 
and carried them to the ſtable of Michael 
Henderſon j in the Graſs-Market, where he 
hid them under ſome rubbiſh below the man- 
ger, and afterwards went home to his open 
room in the Graſs- Market; ; That he. ſta id 
there till near eight in the morning, and 
then went up to Mr Brodie's houſe, when 
the maid told him, that Mr Brodie was in 
bed; and the declarant then left his name, 
and ſaid he wanted! to ſee him, and there- 
after 


4 261 N 0 | 


after: returned hows to "TR own room: 


: That, after ſtaying chere ſome time, Mr 
| Brodie came and called for him, when the 
: declaragt told him what be had done, and 
deſired Mr Brodie to ſtay there till he 
would go for the goods : That the decla- 
rant accordingly went to the table, and 
brought the two black ſtockings, oontain- 
ing! the oods, and Poured them out upon 
3 bed in a cloſet off his room, and then 
ſaid to Mr Brodie, You ſee what luck I 
have been in; you might have been there; 
but. as you. did not go, you cannot expect a 
full ſhare ; but there are the goods, pick 
out what you chooſe, for yourſelf ; upon 
which Brodie, took a gold ſeal, a gold 
watch · key ſet with garnet ſtones, and two 
gold rings: That the declarant and Brodie 
- went twice over the goods, in order to aſ- 
certain their value; and the deelarant, who 
Was himſelf ſkilled in articles in that line, 
was of opinion they would have coft Meſſ. 
Bruces about L. 350 Sterling: That, after 
this, the goods were again put into the 
black 
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war ating and carried back to Mics, 
gel Henderſon's ſtable ;/ "And, i in the courſe 


of that day, being Sunday, the. declarant 
| and Brodie freque atly paſſed Meſf. Bruces 


Thop-door, to ſe in what firuation the door 
Rood, and to. learn if the robbery 1 had been 


* N 


diſcovered ; 3 and nothing appearing, "the 


mT, 46 95 


declarant Props oled to Brod to go back 
that night, in order to ſweep t the thop clean; ; 
but Brodie objeted t to this, ſaying, that a 
diſcovery might have been made, and a 
watch ſet to entrap them "7 on Which ac- 
count they deſiſted from the attempt: a 


That, after chis, Brodie and the declarant 


Had ſeveral meetings, confulting © about the 
ſafeſt way 10 diſpoſe of the » goods ; : and, 


pon the Tueſday evening, it was concert- 


ed between them, that the declarant ſhould 
go. off next day for England with the 


: goods; ; and at that time Brodie gave the 


ah 


declarant five guineas and a half to carry 
his expences on the road; and, to evade 


| ſuſpicion, the declarant ſet out early next 


pins, and travelled on foot as far as 
i hoe Dunbar, 


. 


D. FIRE da he took the mail coach; and | 


went to Cheſterfield in England, and there, 
ſold the whole goods taken out of Meff. 
Bruces ſhop, except what Mr: Brodie got, 
for L. 105 Sterling, to John Taſker, alias 
Murray, who, he knew, had been baniſhed 


from Scotland : That the declarant ſent A 
ewenty-pound note of this. moriey in a let- 


ter to Mr Brodie, informing bim of the 
ale, and deſiring him to pay, himſelf. what 
the declarant had borrowed, and ſupply his 
wife with money till the declarant' s re- 
turn : That the declarant ſtaid for ſome 
weeks i in England, during which time he 


had ſeveral. letters from Brodie ; and, on 5 


his return, gave to Brodie three ten · pound 


notes more of the money to keep for him, 


and to prevent ſuſpicion by the declarant 3 
having ſo much money about him, which 
money Brodie gave him as he wanted it, 
but gained a great part of i it at play: That, 
among the goods ſold to Taſker, there was 
a particular gold watch, which Taſker ſaid 


he would wear himſelf, and, to Prevent, a 
detection, 
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Aete 1 uber u 
eld by a man at Leeds, and which Wate 


left TIN.” 5 N 
n= Brodie was hide * 1 ay 
and being interrogated, declared, That he 
had been employed by the Magiſtrates of 
Edinburgh to alter the door of Mell. Bruces 
ſhop, at the rad of Bridge ſtreet; - that his 
men altered it accordingly, after the ſtreets 
had been lowered. And being interrogated, 


If he was at that time acquainted with 
George Smith, preſent priſoner in the tol- 


booth? declares, That he does not at pre- 
ſent remember at what time he became ac- 
quainted with Smith But, as the declarant 
has other buſineſs of his own at preſent to 
take up his time, declines to give any fur- 


ther anſwer to this or any other queſtion at 


preſent. Being further interrogated, If he 
recolles receiving from George Smith a 
gold feal, a gold watch- key, and two gold 


1 292 ?—he declines to anſwer this or any 


other 


Taſker was wearing whon the * dedliranr 


p 


2 2 


for the teaſon above nan 
And bez defired to N this ue eg 
1 e * to _ | 
2776 1 na 1 "+; 
Jules Hr FRO Gb to a Salt 
8 examined, who declared, That one 


morning Brodie came to the room where 


her huſband and ſhe reſided, and examined 
a parcel of jewellery goods; and ſhe ſaw 
Mr Brodie get the. ſeal, watch-key, and 
rings, mentioned in her huſband? s declara- 
tion: That ſhe ſaw Brodie. give her huſ- 


band ſome money the night before he went 


to England; and, during her huſband's ab- 
ſence, ſhe received money from Mr Brodie. 


. _- 


| - Andrew Ainſlie was examined, and de- 


clared-as to the time of his becoming ac» 
quainted with Brodie and Smith: | That he 
was at Glaſgow at the time Meſſ. Bruces 
ſhop was broke; but, on his return to 
Edinburgh, was informed of the particulars 
by Smith 4 That he often ſaws in Mr Bro- 
die's polleſſion, hanging at his a hop 
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ſaid, theſe, with ſome other trifles, were 
the only things he had got of what; was ta- 


ken out of Meſſ. Bruces ſhop ; and has 


often heard Smith and Brodie quarrelling, 
and Brodie grumbling and complaining 


that he had never got his proper hare of 


the 1 taken out of that n= 


jg B a alles FEW Moore, . 

clared as to the time he became acquainted 
with Smith and Brodie: The firſt time he 
ſaw Brodie was ſupping in Smith's houſe: 
That he was not come to Edinburgh when 
Meſſ. Bruces ſhop was broke: : That he has 
often heard Smith and Brodie talking with 


regard to that ſhop-breaking, and Brodie's 
complaining that he had not got his pro- 
per ſhare of the goods; and particularly, 


in a converſation betwixt Brodie and the 


declarant, after the ſhop of Inglis and Hor- - 


ner had been broke into, Brodie damned 
Smith for having broke into this laſt ſhop 
himſelf, and ſaid he would treat him, Bro- 

die, 


(26) 


Mets in che fame manner "he had done as to 
Bruces ſhop, which Was very ungenerous, | 
after he had given him the information : 
That he had often had Brodie” s gold watch 
in his cuſtody, and faw the gold ſeal and 
watch-key hanging at it, which Brodie of- 
ten ſaid was the only things he had oe 
that were taken from Bruces ſhop. 


No. IV, 


_ George Smith was taken into cuſtody on 
Saturday morning the 8th of March, up- 
on the information of John Brown, alias 
Humphry Moore. On Monday the 10th, 
remorſe' of conſcience ſeized his mind, and 
he ſent to the Sheriff, wiſhing to make a 
clean breaſt, and to tell the truth. From 
that time he has all along been humble, 
penitent, and reſigned, | 


At 


See his ſecond declaration. 


bros 7 : 
—_ 


(48) 


At his Trial, he intended to 1 5 pled 
Guilty, but was prevailed upon t to take his 


chance of a trial. He meant to have aſk- 


ed for mercy, « on the ground of making an 


ample confeſſion of the crimes committed, 


and to be committed, and had prepared 
a ſpeech i in writing to that purpoſe, hich 
he intended to have read, 3 


Ms 


By the means of a humane and bene vo- 


lent Clergyman, who attended this unhap- 


py man with the moſt feeling ſolicitude, 
and earneſt diſcharge of duty, during his 
impriſonment, we have been favoured with 
this ſpeech, and the catalogue of crimes 
which were to have been perpetrated; 
which will ſtrike every reader with horror 
and amazement : 


It is in his own hand-writing, and-will 
be deemed curious by the Public. It is re- 


markable, that Smith ſpells much better, in 


his writing, than rect 


* My 


( 269 ) 
* My Lords, and Gentlemen of the Fury, .. 
I ſtand before this Tribunal, ſo dread. ; 
| « ful to the guilty mind, a victim, in the 
* firſt inſtance, to private revenge. The 
principal infor mer * againſt me had ſud- 
* denly become my mortal enemy, and 
* thought of nothing, I fear, when he 
went to the Sheriff-clerk's Office, but my 
ſingle f ruin. I pray God to forgive him 
5 this cruel wrong, as I do from my heart. 
g Since I was committed to priſon, it has 
* been ſaid againſt me, that I was formerly 
a a ſmith by occupation, and made the keys 
5M that e the Exciſe Office, and other 
| places; 3 


* J ohn Brown, alias Humphry Moore. 


+ Brown did not mention Brodie on the firſt in- 
formation he gave, nor indeed till he had returned 
from England, where he had gone in purſuit of the 

goods robbed from Inglis and Horner's ſhop. It is 
ſuppoſed, by concealing Brodie, that he meant to 
have exacted money from him at his return, to keep 
his ſecret. But Brodie was gone, and he then ſpoke 
aut, 


44 276 5 


| « places ; ; neither of War are true. 1 1 N 
never was a ſmith, nor ever made a key. 
* Old keys were bought, and the wards of 
ti them altered; but I was not by any 
* means the beſt i in the execution. 164 


\ © Tt may be rb led me, that 
I tried to break out of priſon. © But, 
© not to dwell upon the love of, life, and 
the dread of an ignominious execution, 6 
* both of which are ſo natural and ſtrong, | 


I not only ſincerely repented of having T7 
made the attempt, but, as a proof of my | 45 
ſincerity, and, I humbly truſt, as ſome | 
kind of atonement, I prevented Peter 
$ Young and three others from doing ſo, 741 

* who, with myſelf, could afterwards have CE 

* eſcaped from priſon, by freely e 5 «/ 

6 the PE to the turnkey. ES 

| $f 

"i have, moreover, been falſely accuſed 6 | 

« of adviſing my unfortunate wife not to 4 
* ſpeak at all when ſhe ſhould be brought T7 


to this Court; but I folemnly declare, 
8 that 


(my 


hat the 3 advice I ever gave "lh on 
that head, was to ſpeak the truth. 1 haye. 
* no fear of her evidence affecting my life. 
To make the wife the witneſs in law 
6 againſt the life of her huſband, would be 
* barbarous in any country. My great ſe- 

© curity here is, that the juſtice, and huma- 

« ality of 555 h forbid it. 


It was my „ full Fin on my firſt 

» impriſonment, that has made my offences 
capital. I have deſtroyed myſelf, other= 
© wiſe no evidence could have condemned | 


me. 


EY i made that confeſſion to prevent more 

dreadful miſchief being done to this in- 

+ jured country from perſons whom i it leaſt 
* ſuſpeted ; for God, who ſeeth in ſecret, 

* only knows where the evil would have 

* ſtopped. And, if poſſible, to make ſome 
© ſmall reparation for the violent wrongs I 
© have myſelf been guilty of, I requeſt the 

* indulgence of the Court to ſuffer me. to 
read | 


| 1 272 I 
read over a lift of ſuch rob 0 
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© accomplices- and myſelf had e 
to commit, Rnd we not t been timeouſly 
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I. TO Dalglcich and Dickie een 
2. On White and Mitchell 1 8 


keepers. BY Ire” 785 758085 n 1417 
3. On a rich baker near  Brodie' 0 « cloſe 
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the name forgot. 


4- The Council Chamber, fie the mace. 
5. The Chamberlain's Offer, for money. 


6. Forreſter and Co.'s, Jewellers, ple 5 


7. Gilchriſt and Co.'s, n 5 


Beſides theſe, and as (deprodations of 


Hoy nen e eee een, 


Z 7401 
8. The Bank of 8 * o Bank) 
was to have been broke into. © 


9. The Stirling Stage Coach, carrying a 
thouſand pounds to pay the  Carron 
e was to have been ſtopped and 
— | 


10. 


„ G 
10, Mr Latimet, ocliectot of exciſe for ie 
n diſtrict, reported to have gene- 


1 

4. 

Sat 5 
A 
4. 


eee, rol 
* alc 1 338 29791805 3 Vun Able 
el do not here ſpeak. of RIFT: ans 
Which are ſet: forth in my declarations, 
* becauſe. md of Aten were 1 * 
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« With all kitty, therefore, and a 
©trembliog heart, I urge ĩhe plea of having 
been the true cauſe (whatever may ſeem; 
* or may be endeavoured to be proved to 
0 * the contrary) of this wicked and danger- 
* ous confederacy being diſcovered and 
© broken up, truſting my life to this one 
; plea, and ſecure that it will have its full 

weight 3 in | the breaſts of a a diſcerning, u un- 
8 diaſſeu, and merciful Jury. 9 


4 mY moll Gankfol acknowlellgraients 
are humbly returned to your Lordſhips 
* for the appointment of ſuch able and 

Mm © humane 


E 


0 humane Counſel! to plead for me. ebene 
t 85 me for = their . help.” 


$ ©» 4 WET. 
We-3 3 7 i, £8; 145 W 


11 bad no warrant to be nge te- 
t ſome. My guilty conſcience, i in Place of ; 
| every other accuſer and diſtreſs, | has 
brought me to confeſs! crimes for which 

2 avenging juſtice will ſentence me to die, 
and I deſerve my doom. 1 throw myſelf 
f e on 5 85 7 of the Fon: 


3 | 4 
. J 5 . 


LISLE 1233-44 R 

7 My "LIES to the eam brought n 5 1 

| 0 me in the ee 1 e N "ih 
e | CENT 10 k 
8 on the Friday before the Trial, Smith * wrote ; 8 8 

letter to the Board of Exciſe, ſaying that he was not | 5 

to Sive them any "OOTY oy. * would 15 Galley. | * 
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Jun Daly, a Tridiman, tele at O. 
gend Had ſeen.” Brodie, who pafled there 
une the” name of John Dixon, at the 
Hole of one Bacon a vintner, W whom 
he lodged'*. a i er 13 5. ee 


5 
mtg 


| "1 - Sir 


» 3 
4 3 2, 4 


: 3 
» Brodie Was Donegal to Bacon 4 Oſtend 


uf the following letter from Captain Dent, in whos 
ven ooh went to the nee 


"To Mr John bas, e Qik, as 


re Dear Friend, - 


' &''The' bearer; Mr John Dixon, was going paſſen= 
E ger with me to New York, but, being taken ſicx, 
a had a deſire to be landed at Oſtend. Therefore, 
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Sir TY Peter employed! this bay to 
| g0 to Holland in putſuit. 0 Brodie. He 
got notice of him at Amſterdam, by means 
of two Jews who, attend the nee 
that arrive in the tteck ſchoots: He de- 
3 ſeribed Brodie to them, and a black trunk 
he had With him; and they, for a few 

ſtivers, ſhewed. im th alehouſe where he 
had taken up bis quarters. Daly ſaid Bro- 
die was Jodged in a; firſt floor; That the 
landlord of the houſe informed, him that 
the gentleman he inquired, for, was above: 

On ihis information, Daly went, up Rairs, 
knocked once or twice at the door, but no 

perſon anſwering, he opened the door, 
and went into the room. After ſearching 

| about. ſome. time, he found Brodie in a 
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cc I rovemniend him to your care, being a coun: 


« man and a ſtranger; on my account; I hope you'll 


te render him every ſervice in your power. In ſo 
2 you will oblige your moſt humble ſervant, 


70uN. DENT: 


ta 0 


fort of: cupboard, wn he addreſſed: kim, 
How do you do Captain John Dixon, 
5. William Brodie, —eome along wich 
me. He then Bot im lodged in the 
| Saltthouſe,” Daly came over to Loudoi, 
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. and got ki hi s reward, AG ori 
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de, The POE ſhould ave 1 line 
1 tod No. 1. of the Appendix, immedia- 
rely preceeding Grove's Journal to 
_ Amfterdam, but it was not obtained in 
time 1 > be 7 50 in N e jr nprIY 
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William Brodie appears to have been a 


wan of a moſt ſingular, and of a moſt un- 
accountable character. During his con- 
finement, and from the time of his receiv- 

| - ing 
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ing | ſentence, gu his execution, due was 5 


5 34 days, he ſhowed. a mixture of « 


almoſt. incredible. At times Jeri eric, an * | 


1 
* ger 


| ſenſible of his ſituation ; ; and the next mo- 
ment diſplaying jocularity and humour 
this diſpoſition continued with, him till al- 


EI 


moſt the laſt moment 'of his exiſtence, 
- The hopes of obtaining a pardon, or 220 


- 3 55 n 


hk .0. 


on of his ſentence to tranſportation, 


ſeems ſtrongly to have impreſſed his mind; 
In this view, he immediately occupied him- 


ſelf in writing letters, and many of them 
woeere ſenſible, forcible, and well written; in 


particular, one tothe Duke of EVE re- 


queſting his intereſt to be ſentto Botany Bay. 


Applications were alſo made to the Jury, to 
the Magiſtrates and Council, and many o- 
thers, to ſecond this view;—and 1 it was natu- 


ral and commendable in his friends to uſe e- 
very exertion in his favour. The examples, 
however, of a Lord Ferrers, a Dr Dod, the 
Perreaus, and Ryland the King's 8 engraver, 
are convincing” proofs that the laws are 
not to be infringed with impunity, and 
that juſtice 1 is impartial. : 

The 


8 


mo- | 
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be Brüstibh Y of Hats vn We priſm 
& ime after condemnation, is, from 


unavoidable” circumſtances, peculiarly irk- 
ſomé. They are chained by one leg to a 
bar of iron, along ſide of which they may 


agb. and their bed is made by the ſide of 
Mr Brodie was allowed 2 longer 


ay” than uſual, 'a table and chair, 


with pen, ink, and paper; and the viſits 
of any of his friends and acquaintances 
he wiſhed to ſee, till the night before his 


execution, when none were > permitted ta 
viſit 1 but clergymen. „ 


To the ſame bar of iron on which he 


was chained, were, on this ſingular occa- 
| fion, George Smith, and two men con- 


demned for robbing the Dundee Bank. 


Brodie was offered a ſeparate room, but de- 


clined it. | 


Smith was uniformly devout and peni- 
tent—reliſhed the converſation of clergy- 
men, 
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; erciſes, "Brodie faid, upon ſome 


men, and joined ferveakhy/j in: er 
of theſe 
occaſions, that he was ſo much employed 


2 his temporal concerns, he could ne 
5 attend to them; but, when his buſineſs was 


finiſhed, he would hear the elergymen. At 


times, however, he converſed with the 
- cle rey, and joined i in their devotions. His 


converſation upon theſe occafions was di- 
rected to the principles of natural Page 
not to che doctrines of ene | 

5 the Gs * ; this Trial la 8 ny WM 
have been naturally mild tempered and hu- 
mane ; but without principles of conduct, 


and eaſily led to crimes. He writes ip his 


letters m of his children. : 


or if ” 


On Friday before his 3 he was 
viſited by his daughter *, a fine girl of 
about ten years of age. The feelings of 


the father gave ſtrong proofs of his ſenſibi- 


lity ; - 


7 Cecil, whom he mentions in his letter, page 152 


— — — — . er eoonmmar one FL naar nem won —— 


(2610 
lity; he embraced her with emotion, ond 


bleſſed her with affeQion.. 


On the Sunday preceding his execution, 
a reſpite of ſix weeks arrived for Falconer 
and Bruce, the two people condemned for 
robbing the Dundee Bank. The news 
made Brodie more ſerious for a little time 


than he had before been; and he expreſ- 
ſed his ſatisfaction at the event.— Smith 


faid, ſix weeks is but a hort period. Brodie, 
with emotion, anſwered, George, What 
would you and 1 give for fix weeks longer ? 
Six weeks would be an age to us! 


.On Tueſday morning, the day before his 
execution, a gentleman, who was viſiting | 
| him, occaſionally remarked the fatal conſe- 
quences of being connected with bad wo- 


men, and in how many inſtances it had pro- 
ved ruinous.— Les, ſaid Brodie, | 
is woman that ſeduces all aku, c. > : 
— The ' gentleman reproved this levity; 
but he ſung out the ſong. 8 
| Nn On 
* Song in the Beggar's Opera. | 


a 


bude Tuedley e evening, the zoth of 65 

tember, the Magiſtrates gave an order that 
none ſhould be admitted to him but clergy- 
men : A report having. prevailed; that there 
was an intention of putting ſelf· deſtruction 
in his power. But of this order he com- 
plained, and declared that if poiſon was 
placed on one hand, and a dagger at the 
other, he would refuſe them both he 
would ſubmit to the ſentence of the laws 
of his country. Late in the evening he 
was ſuddenly agitated by hearing ſome 
noiſe; and, turning to Smith, he ſaid 
George, Do you know what noiſe that is ? 
No, ſaid Smith—Then I'll tell you, It is 
the drawing out of the faral beam, on 
which you and I muſt ſuffer to-morrow ! 
—I know it well. 88 


Soon after eleven, he went to bed, and 
ſlept till four in the morning, and conti- 
nued in bed till near eight. At nine 
(Wedneſday October 1.) he had his hair 
fall dreſſed and powdered. Soon after, 
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in entered, and offered to pray 


wb bim. He deſred it mw” be as ſhort 
as Poſſible. e n ee 


At eleven Oelock he wrom „we following 
letter to the Lord Provoſt, in a IG firm 
band +, | 


| ' Edinburgh, 7 lbooth, 
Oct. 1. 1 788, E leven 0 clock. 


148 Lord, 


As none of my relations can Rand beiog 
preſent at my diſſolution, I man re- 
queſt ot 1 Lordſhip will permit 
——— to attend, it will be ſome con- 
Dlation in my laſt hour ; and that your 
Lordſhip will pleaſe give orders that my 


body after be delivered to —————— 
and by no means to remain in goal“; that 
he 


Much anxiety was ſhewn that the body might not 
be detained in priſon ; and after the Magiſtrates retired 
a vein was opened. It is ſaid other means of recovery 
were uſed, after it was taken away, bnt the neck was 
found to be diſlocated. | 
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he and my friends may here _ | 
dreſſed and interred.” This is che a 7 
vdur and requeſt of Aer 


Your moſt obedient 
"TOS . but moſt e 


Gcoech Will. Brodie. 


4c 
1 one 0 clock he ate a | beek-fieak, 
and drank ſome port wine; and during 
this laſt repaſt he made ſome ludicrois x le- 

: marksto Smith, S FOG RON 4 


At two o'clock the guard marched up, 
and ſurrounded the place of execution 
and ſoon' after the Captain on duty infor- 
med the Magiſtrates, in the Cotincil Chata- . 


ber that all was ready. 
11 Magiſtrates then put on their be 


of office, with white gloves, and white 


ſtaves, and followed by the clergymen in 
black gowns and bands, proceeded from 
the Council Chamber to the priſon,” atten- 


ded by the a officers. 1 8 
Ale 


8 boat ten minutes after two. du te bb 


I 3344 3 SY; on 496 1 T7 Gy) 9 | 
"The critainals, Ns foon. after brought 
ont, Yo #1 343 54 F735 3b £77 70 Ja 1 18 1 
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N a ' the firſt + view r of the immenſe 


multitude of ſpetators, and the dreadful 
apparatus, laid, This is awful !—On paſ- 
ſing a gentleman he. aſked how. he did, and 


«+ 43\TT-2 


ſaid he was glad to ſce him.— The gentleman 


anſwered, he was ſorry to ſee Mr Brodie in 
that minen 1 1 825 e ee It is 
ww la great 1778" Ae 03725 | 
Tring lo 7 
+-Brodie had-o on 4 a; full nt of. black, his 
ber, dreſſed and powdered; Smith was 
dreſſed in white, with black ; trimming. 


They were aſſiſted in their devotions by 


the Rey. Mr Hardie, one of the miniſters 
of the city, the Rev. Mr Cleeve of the E- 
piſcopal, and Mr Hall of the Burgher per- 
ſuaſion. They ſpent ſome time in pray- 
er with Wr Rervener. Brodie kneelt, 
yo | Tang 


2 


4 


n haedkenchief . under: lis knees. 
He prayed by himſelf, nearly as follows: 
O Lord, I acknowledge thee as the Great 
1 Rulet of the world; akhough' I lament 
much that! know ſo little of chee. | This 
hy much, however, I know, that thou art 
WE A eee God, and that, ts 1 am a great 
inner, chou wilt have mercy upon me, L 
« "through che merits of thy Son ' Jeſus 
0 Ohriſt! 0 Lord, re receive my Gout! Into 
* thy bands T refig ign it! ! Amen“ gh anne 


37 9 


When the d sept waere e Sit 
bell began to toll, at half minute pauſes, 
which had an awful and ſolemn effect. 
The criminats put on White caps, and Smith, 
whoſe behaviour was highly penitent and 
refignted, ſlowly aſcended the platform *, 
raiſed a few feet above the ſcaffold, and 
placed immediitely under the beam where 
the halters were fixed; he was followed 
by Brodie, who mounted with : alertneſs, 
. ＋ | and 


pn N 2 | 
i It is aig 1 Brodie wk Smith on ; ths Hour, 
e Go up George, you ars firſt in hand. | 


nd china Ad 


Apparatus with | 


mention, particularly the halter deſigned 


It was found that the Halters had been too 
much ſbortened, and they were obliged to 


be taken down to alter. During this dread- 


ful interval, Smith remained on the plat- 
form trembling, but Brodie ſtepped brifkly 
down to the ſcaffold, took off his night-cap, 
and again entered into converſation with his 
friends, till the ropes were adjuſted, He 
then ſprung up again upon the platform, but 
the rope was ſtill improperly placed, and 
he once more deſcended, ſhewing ſome lit- 
tle impatience, and obſerved, that the exe- 


cutioner was a bungling fellow, and ought 


to be puniſhed for his ſtupidity—but that 
it did not much ' ſignify.—Having again 
aſcended, he deliberately untied his cravat, 


for himſelf; which he pulted wich his hand. 


buttoned up his waiſtcoat and coat, and 


helped the executioner to fix the rope; 


then pulling the night-cap over his face, 
he folded his arms, and placed himſelf in 


an attitude expreſſive of firmneſs and reſo- 


lution. 


—— — haks 


after the adjuſtment of the halters, let fall a 
' handkerchief as a ſignal, and a few mi- 
nutes before three the platform dropt, and 
Ne. were launched into ey" of ' us of 


{ 


Thus l the Life of William Brodie 
and of Snot: Smith. ; 


The ms « ſpeators within the ſtreet, | 
in view of the place of execution, it has 
| been calculated, PRs not have been leſs 

than 49,000. 8 

* Brodie neither confeſſed nor denied the crime for 
which he ſuffered. To a gentleman who viſited him 
the day before his execution, he ſaid, he thought it was 
hard to ſuffer for ſuch a, paltry ſum, and appealing to 
Smith, he aid, George, it was not more than L. 4. 

a · piece. Smith anſwered, he did not think it was ſo 
much, but he, Brodie, ſhould know, for 3 the. © 
monex. | 
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